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PREFACE. 



THIS little book has been compiled with a two-fold 
purpose. The first is indicated in the title. It 
is hoped that it may take its place, as a helpful 
companion, among other such books, for the use of 
those who are glad of the suggestion of short selected 
readings at the time of morning or evening prayer, or 
other times of private devotion. In making these 
selections the beginning of the day has been kept 
chiefly in mind, as the time when it is most needful to 
claim a few quiet moments, for remembrance of the 
deeper issues of life and for prayer that the day's work 
may be undertaken in the right spirit, — a time also 
when wise and searching words read in quietness, and 
appealing to energies renewed in the silent hours of 
the night, are most likely to be fruitful of good. Not 
all the selections are equally helpful for this special 
purpose, but anyone using the book as a daily 
companion will soon become familiar with its order, 
and if any day should not furnish the needed word, it 
will be easy to turn to another. The festivals of 
Easter and Whitsuntide, not being determined by the 
days of the month, are not separately noted, but in the 
months in which they fall readings will be found in 
keeping with their spirit. 

The second purpose, which has given a distinctive 
character to the book, may be seen by a glance at the 
Index of Authors. The writers from whom selections 
have been made belong to one religious community, 
— or more strictly speaking, two kindred communities 
in England and America,— on which the popular 
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VI PREFACE. 

Churches of Christendom look askance. With rare, 
if any, exceptions, they may be described in the 
matter of their theological belief as Unitarian ; but the 
ideal of religious fellowship, which their leaders 
maintain, is Catholic in the true spiritual sense. They 
would be the very last to limit their devotional 
reading to any one field, confining it to writers of their 
own way of thinking ; and if this little book had 
aimed at being the only one of its kind, it would 
have been compiled on a very different principle. 
But at the end of a century of religious life it seemed 
not inappropriate to gather up some such humble 
memorial as this, recalling the words of revered and 
beloved teachers, which would speak with peculiar 
force within the household itself, and might at the 
same time bear a useful testimony in other quarters to 
the significance of their religious life. 

To the friends who have helped in making these 
selections, as well as to those from whose writings 
selections have been made, the Editor desires here to 
express his heartfelt thanks. 



Easter, 1900. 
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JANUARY 1. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me^ 
bless his holy name. — Psalm ciii. i. 

OTHOU who art of all that is 
Beginning both and end, 
We follow thee through unAown paths, 

Since all to thee must tend : 
Thy judgments are a mighty deep 

Beyond all fathom-line ; 
Our wisdom is the childlike heart, 
Our strength, to trust in thine. 

We bless thee for the skies above, 

And for the earth beneath. 
For hopes that blossom here below 

And wither not with death ; 
But most we bless thee for thyself, 

O heavenly Light within, 
Whose dayspring in our hearts dispels 

The darkness of our sin. 

Be thou in joy our deeper joy. 

Our comfort when distressed ; 
Be thou by day our strength for toil. 

And thou by night our rest. 
And when these earthly dwellings fail,. 

And time's last hour is come, 
Be thou, O God, our dwelling place, 

And our eternal home. 

Frederick L. Hosmer. 
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JANUARY 2. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall J be afraid f^VSAlM xxvii. i. 

THERE are great truths, which every honest 
heart iilay be assured of. There is such a 
thing as a serene, immovable conviction. Faith is 
a deep want of the soul. We have faculties for 
the spiritual, as truly as for the outward world. 
God, the foundation of all existence, may become 
to the mind the most real of all beings. We can 
and do see in virtue an everlasting beauty. The 
distinctions of right and wrong, the obligations of 
goodness and justice, the divinity of conscience, 
the moral connection of the present and future 
life, the greatness of the character of Christ, the 
ultimate triumph of truth and love, are to multi- 
tudes not probable deductions, but intuitions 
accompanied with the consciousness of certainty. 
They shine with the clear, constant brightness of 
the lights of heaven. The believer feels him- 
self resting on an everlasting foundation. 

W. E. Channing, 

Humility does not consist of thinking poorly 
of our Nature, in thinking meanly of the spirit 
that God has given us ; but in so lifting our eyes 
to God and to the heights of our Nature, that we 
think truly of ourselves. — John Hamilton Thorn, 



Digitized 



by Google 



JANUARY 3. 



He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most Hi^h 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

Psalm xci. i. 

LET any true man go into silence ; strip him- 
self of all pretence, and selfishness, and 
sensuality and sluggishness of soul ; lift off 
thought after thought, passion after passion, till 
he reaches the inmost deep of all ; remember how 
short a time, and he was not at all ; how short a 
time again, and he will not be here ; open his 
window and look upon the night, how still its 
breath, how solemn its march, how deep its per- 
spective, how ancient its forms of light; and 
think how little he knows except the perpetuity of 
God, and the mysteriousness of life ; and it will 
be strange if he does not feel the Eternal Presence 
as close upon his soul as the breeze upon his 
brow ; if he does not say, * O Lord, art Thou ever 
near as this, and have I not known Thee ? * If 
the true proportions and the genuine spirit of life 
do not open on his heart with infinite clearness, 
and show him the littleness of his temptations, 
and the grandeur of his trust. 

James Martineau, 
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JANUARY 4 

There is a river^ the stt earns whereof shall make glad the 
city ofGod.—?SAlM xlvi. 4. 

WE want religion, because without it a part 
of our nature — and that the highest — 
would be dormant. We want it, because it alone 
gives the meaning of experiences, and feelings, 
and capacities, which are as truly ours as any- 
thing connected with our existence. If there be 
nothing divine in ourselves, the wonder is that 
any religious conceptions should have entered 
into the human mind ; but if there be in us a 
divine element, no wonder it should instinctively 
seek communion with its source, and that our 
religious belief and our religious fervour should 
be in proportion to this clearness and force of the 
witness of God's Spirit with our spirits, that we 
are His children. — Thomas Sadler. 

How many an unworthy thought, how many 
little murky clouds of misunderstanding and ill- 
yn\\ how many paltry crossings and obstructions 
of design, how many small anxieties or impure 
troublings, the good man avoids — nay, how many 
weights of real trouble and affliction does he 
make lighter — by merely walking each day up to 
the Mount of God, and breathing there, if only for 
a few minutes, the transfiguring air of that pure 
height ! — Charles Wicksteed. 
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JANUARY 5. 

/ had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of 

the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait on the Lord: 

Be strong and let thine heart take courage; 
Yea, wait thou on the Lord, — Psalm xxvii. 13, 14. 

O FRIENDS, in this world and life of ours, 
full indeed of joys and satisfactions, but 
also full of uncertainties, of anxieties, of duties 
not always clearly seen and often haltingly 
performed, of disappointed expectations and sym- 
pathies imperfectly met, — is it not a great 
privilege that we can lift ourselves above our- 
selves; that there is this Wisdom, this Goodness, 
this Will greater than we, which we can take hold 
upon to keep us from falling, and to steady and 
guide our uncertain steps — to which we can in 
trust leave so much that is beyond our control ? 
How is our responsibility lightened, our burden 
made easier, our way more plain ? How is our 
fainting courage reassured, and our faltering will 
reinforced, and our troubled heart calmed, when 
we but think of God, and remember that ' His 
greatness lies around our incompleteness — round 
our restlessness. His rest ? ' 

Samuel Longfellow. 

Whatever our darkness, God is in it ; and 
through faith in Him, if we have not light at once, 
we have peace. — William Mountford, 
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JANUARY 6. 



Our Father who art in heaven^ hallowed be thy name. 

Matt. vi. 9. 

THE holiest saint of God knows nothing more 
than is contained in the words, ' Our Father 
who art in heaven.' From a real feeling of being 
face to face with that Presence, what prayers 
could flow but prayers for the hallowing of His 
name — the name being Father in Heaven, and the 
hallowing of it being absolute truthfulness in 
taking it on our lips and holy appropriation of all 
that it involves — for the coming of the reign of 
His spirit in His children's hearts; — for the 
doing of His will by servants whose will is His ; 
— for a sense of the Divine forgiveness, without 
which our souls must lie dead under their awful 
burden, but to which there is no way of attaining 
but by having so much of God's nature imparted 
to us that we know forgivingness must belong to 
Him, since He has breathed it into us ; — for the 
holy strength of knowing that we work not in 
self-reliance, that His grace is with us in our 
utmost need, that He leaves us not to' solitary 
struggle, and ever desires by His Spirit in us to 
lead us not into temptation but through the 
temptation, and to deliver us from all its evil ! 

John Hamilton Thorn. 
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JANUARY 7. 

In the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee^ and 
look up. — Psalm v. 3. 

WE should wake each morning with some- 
thing of the emotion that a new Gift of 
Life would call forth. It is really God who gives 
us health. To His inflowing energy we owe the 
vigorous muscle, the strong arm, the firm tread. 
Through His all-quickening aid do we walk 
abroad to find the air balmy, mere motion 
pleasure, occupation attractive, society cheering^ 
and our common existence a continual joy. 

W, E. Channmg. 

O BLEST beyond expression are they who, by 
this spirit of Christ, call back the freshness of 
their early years, and shed over it the wisdom of 
maturity ; who, by attaching the great and trans- 
forming idea of God to everything, deprive the 
humblest existence of its monotony ; who hear in 
the speech, and behold in the incidents, of every 
day, something that is sacred. For them life has 
no satiety, disappointment no sting. They bear 
within them a penetrative power, which pierces 
beneath the earthy surface of things, and detects 
a meaning that is heavenly; enriching common 
sentiment with profound truth ; lifting common 
duties from the conventional and the respectable 
into the holy and divine ; and amid the trials of 
the hour, giving dignity to that which else were 
humiliating and mean. — -James Martineau, 
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JANUARY 8. 



/ have set before thee life and deaths the blessing and 
the curse: therefore choose life^ that thou may est live^ thou 
and thy seed: to love the Lord thy God, to obey his voice, 
and to cleave unto him : for he is thy life, and the length 
of thy days, — Deut. xxx. 19, 20. 

THERE is a solemn choice in life. Life and 
death ; light and darkness ; truth and lies, 
are set before us. At every instant, the cry 
comes for us to choose one or the other, and the 
choice of one involves the putting away of the 
other. And we must choose. That is one of the 
certainties of life. There is no such thing as 
offering one hand to God, and another to evil ; 
one hand to the self-sacrifice of Christ, another 
hand to the covetousness of the world. You 
cannot serve God and Mammon. You cannot 
follow Jesus at home, and j^our own pleasure in 
your outward life. Your life,r whether you like it 
or not, becomes of one piece. . . . Choose the 
Fatherhood of God ; choose to be His child ; 
choose goodness, truth, love, purity, mercy, faith 
and hope ; choose the life of Christ on earth ; 
choose the peace and joy of the Spirit of your 
God. — Stopford A, Brooke. 
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JANUARY 9. 



Thouy when thou pray est ^ enter into thine inner cham- 
ber^ and having shut thy door y pray to thy Father who is 
in secret^ and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recom- 
pense thee, — Matt. vi. 6. 

TO me it seems that conscious communion 
between the human soul and the Divine 
Soul, between man and God is an experience to 
be expected in the nature of things. And if ever 
to me in moments of my intensest spiritual life 
there comes a feeling as though God were 
speaking to me, whispering strength or comfort or 
forgiveness to my soul, I am not astonished ; for 
that seems to me what as a spiritual being in this 
universe of God's I had every right to hope for. 
I might indeed, were this not so, put to myself 
anxious questions whether it must not be illusion. 
But it seems to me so natural that the soul 
should be conscious of the influence of God, that 
I accept the blessed experience when it comes 
and believe in it as the gift of the Father to his 
children. — Richard A, Armstrong, 

To love God is our Happiness, to trust in 
Him is our Repose, to surrender ourselves 
entirely to His will is our Strength. 

Charles Beard, 
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JANUARY 10. 



Be stilly and know that I am God. — Psalm xlvi. lo. 

GOOD would it be for men if, remembering 
that life is something more than toil and 
struggle, they would snatch an hour from their 
labours and seek in the stillness of their souls 
that voice which only the humble can hear, that 
strength which only the meek can obtain. Then 
they would see their path clearly, and truth and 
goodness would advance with tenfold power. A 
word spoken out of the hidden shrine of the soul 
is worth volumes of human wisdom ; a deed 
inspired by the awful Presence which, known or 
unknown, is in every man, accomplishes more than 
days of our lower and self-dependent work. And 
have we indeed this wisdom so close to us, ' in 
our mouth and in our heart ? ' Is there a 
strength within which is made perfect in our 
weakness ? Oh, be silent that we may hear ; be 
still that we may feel I To be loved by God, to 
love Him, to be bound to Him in that communion 
which love only knows I Yes, this is eternal life, 
joy, peace, blessedness. — James Drummond. 
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JANUARY 11. 



/ will say of the Lord^ He is my refuge and my fortress; 
my God, in whom I trust. — Psalm xci. 2. 

THERE comes a time to us all, when the 
sense of responsibility starts up and 
rebukes our anxiety for ease ; tells us that we are 
living fast, and once for all, a life that enlarges to 
the scale of eternity, and is embosomed every- 
where in God ; bids us spring from our collapse 
of selfishness and sleep, take up the full dimen- 
sions of our strength, and go forth to do much, if 
it be possible, and at least to do worthily and 
well.— /aw^s Martineau, 

The first condition of effectual Prayer is that 
we do not speak into empty space, that the awe « 
of the great Presence is upon us, that the mighty 
Shadow has circled us in, the Spirit brooding on 
our souls in a sense of One very nigh in whom 
love and holiness are perfect, — and that then we 
speak, if we speak at all, only as we are moved, 
only that which we should dare to speak if we 
stood before His face, and saw the majesty of 
God. — fohn Hamilton Thorn. 
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JANUARY 12. 



They go from strength to stren^th^ everyone of them ap- 
peareth before God in Zion, — Psalm Ixxxiv. 7. 

THE language of God's chosen ones is not 
strange to us : in the hard path which they 
have trodden we can follow afar off : we go from 
strength to strength in their footsteps, and know 
not yet what we shall be. We are touched with 
the music of all sweet singers : the deep things of 
the sages stir the abysses of our hearts : the 
more we feel the greatness of God's strongest 
sons, the more are we conscious that we too are 
His well-beloved ; and we are never more loyal 
to humanity than when we hang upon the lips of 
Christ. — Charles Beard, 

What is the secret of religion, do you ask ? 
* It is the same as the secret of any truth of life. 
It begins just where we are to-day. Fidelity, 
honesty, purity, truth, — ^you can have no religion 
without them, any more than you can have any 
life at all that is worth the name without them. 
And, on the other hand, you can have no life that 
is complete until all these run up into the spiritual 
virtues which are their perfection, and are warmed 
and made alive by religious trust. 

Henry Wilder Foote, 
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JANUARY 13. 



When ye pray^ say^ Father^ hallowed be thy name. 

Luke xi. 2. 

IF a man be once moved to the love of God, 
and be persuaded that God loves him, then 
the communion between God and man, which we 
call on the man's side prayer or worship, seems 
to be the only natural and necessary outcome of 
the situation. For consider this one universal 
experience, to the truth of which we can all bear 
testimony. Wherever there is love, it seeks to 
find some means of communication with the 
beloved. . . . Business may stand still, the 
thirst for knowledge be forgotten, the keenness of 
ambition may be blunted, but affection needs to 
express itself to the cherished object, and the 
communion of friend with friend is a universal 
necessity of life. And so, unless we are to say 
that the love between God and man has nothing 
in common with the love between human beings, 
that it in no way resembles the love between 
father and children, we should expect, — tre- 
mendous and overwhelming and wonderful as the 
thought may be, — we should expect the thrill of 
actual communication between Him, the Infinite 
and Eternal, and us. His creatures. 

Richard A, Armstrong, 
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JANUARY 14. 

Out oftke depths have I cried unto thee^ O Lord. 

My soul looketh for the Lordy more than watchmen look 

for the morning; yea^ more than watchmen for the 

morning. — Psalm cxxx. i, 6. 

WHEN we are in the depths, we are apt to 
think no one ever sank so low before. 
But we know only our own experience. How 
sorely another is tried we cannot know, unless we 
can look into his heart. In fact, * the thing that 
hath been is that which is,' and which 'shall be.' 
Others have suffered as we suffer, and to-day there 
are aching hearts — God only knows how many ! 
— besides ours. He knows them all. And that 
is the precious truth. He sees each one of the 
weary and worn, the disappointed, the troubled, 
the disconsolate, the self-condemned. He looks 
down into all depths, and hears alike the groan 
and the sigh. The soul that feels itself alone in 
this great world of mankind is, in its most 
desolate hour, alone with God, not without Him. 
That cannot be. And, therefore, there is no con- 
dition of body, mind, or estate, out of which the 
soul may not address its supplication to Him. 

Ezra Stiles Gannett. 

Sometimes melancholy is greater than it would 
otherwise be through selfishness, — through not 
rejoicing with them that do rejoice. 

William Mountford. 
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JANUARY 15. 

My heart and my flesh cry out unto the living God, 

Psalm Ixxxiv. 2. 

THE strength of a man's determination and 
desire almost decide his destiny. If he 
does not desire earnestly and strongly to be a 
really good man, he has a poor chance of becoming 
so. That poor, cold, languid half-wish, that is all 
many men's religion ever rises to, is seldom worth 
anything. At any rate, it cannot lift him into the 
higher regions of the religious life. Nay, it 
cannot defend him against strong temptations, or 
bring him comfort in trying hours. It cannot 
bear him through the deep waters and dark 
passages of life. It has very little likeness or 
relation to the great subject it tries feebly to 
touch. The almost invisible flame of devotion 
and aspiration that burns so low in such hearts, 
how little like it is to that of David, * As the hart 
panteth ! ' This feeble resolution to be honest — 
how different from Job's vow, * Till I die, I will 
not remove my integrity ! * This poor half faith, 
that only wishes it might believe, and often 
forgets even to wish — what a contrast in the 
faith of Paul : * I am persuaded that neither life 
nor death, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God.' 

Samuel Greg, 
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JANUARY 16. 

/ will meditate in thy precepts^ and have respect unto thy 

ways. 
I will delight myself in thy statutes : I ivill not forget 

thy word. — Psalm cxix. 15, 16. 

RELIGION is looking up, with reverence, 
love, and homage to the Invisible Perfec- 
tion, — not in us, but above us. When we find in 
ourselves something higher than ourselves — 
purer, nobler, better, — we then are listening to 
God's voice in the soul. We are tempted, we go 
astray, we often do wrong ; but there is a voice 
within, a voice of eternal right, speaking in the 
conscience, which never consents to our wrong. 
It is something higher than we are ; it is God 
speaking to us as the eternal right. 

We are often poor, mean, low, but there is in 
the soul an ideal of something better than we. In 
the midst of our folly and fault, there stands 
before us the pure image of serene goodness, and 
we cannot but reverence it. This also is God, 
showing Himself to the soul ; and when we catch 
a glimpse of this infinite beauty, purity, holiness 
—not in us, but above us — we have a sense of 
religion. When we look constantly, steadily, 
deliberately at this image of perfect goodness, we 
become religious. The sight and worship of this 
supreme excellence is religion. 

James Freeman Clarke, 
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JANUARY 17. 



What doth the Lord require of thee^ but to do justly ^ 
and to love mercy ^ and to walk humbly with thy God, 

MiCAH vi. 8. 

MERCY, holiness, love, eternal confidence in 
good, — these belong to the Life of God. 
What measures of them live and move in us^ — to 
what extent do we desire and suffer the Father to 
spread Himself through the souls of His chil- 
dren, — how far do we yield to Him our members, 
that He may use our bodies as instruments of 
righteousness, to express in our living deeds His 
eternal life, the goodness that is for ever active in 
Him ? What portion of God's life, of His 
sanctity, of His tenderness, of His benign 
activity, of His untroubled peace, of His supreme 
regard for holiness, lives also in us ? — that is the 
meaning and the measure of our devotion. 

John Hamilton Thom. 

Faith, and love, and duty — these are the 
• Gospel, the only good news to the nations. These 
lost, we are lost indeed, even though wealth in- 
crease and all government be by the people and 
for the people, and knowledge be multiplied and 
abound ; for neither * a man's life,' nor a nation's, 
* consisteth in the abundance of things.' 

Charles Hargrove. 
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JANUARY 18. 



Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall 
keep it unto the end. — Psai.m cxix. 33. 

IT cannot, we may even venture to think, be a 
matter of indifference to the Great Father of 
all whether our lives are thus faithful to Him 
or not. If we may conceive of Him as a 
righteous and merciful Being, everywhere present 
throughout His universe, as One who, in the 
ancient and familiar words, ' compasseth our path 
and our lying down,' and is * acquainted with all 
our ways,* it must to such a Being be acceptable 
that we walk uprightly, and that we seek Him in 
praise and adoration, even in penitence for our 
sins ; while to ourselves, on the other hand, the 
thought that He is with us, that His blessing is 
upon us, will be as the sunshine of heaven upon 
our lives, serving to brighten and to gladden 
every scene of our mortal existence. 

G. Vance Smith. 

What we are all doing, as we stand in our 
lot, steady to our manliness or womanliness in 
our black days, is to tell, in its measure, on the 
life and faith of every good man coming after us, 
though our name may be forgotten. 

Robert Collyer, 
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JANUARY 19. 

J am poor and needy J make hc^te unto me^ O Godj Thou 
art my help and my deliverer, — Psalm Ixx. 5. 

RELIGION is a cry from the depths. The 
noblest natures among men have been reli- 
gious ones. No soul of mighty faculties, of sensi- 
bilities strong enough to sound the depths, fine 
enough to feel the heights, of this world-mystery 
and grandeur, has been an indifferent, irreligious 
soul. They have bowed to the royalty of religious 
truth, either by their joyful possession of it or by 
their cry for it. Only the surface of our nature 
•can nourish an atheistic plant ; when its deeps 
are ploughed, the latent seed of faith begins to 
germinate, and the promise of a piety vigorous 
and sinewy as the structure of the oak lifts itself 
above the soil. — Thomas Statr King, 

A MAN strives to know the everlasting right, 
to keep a conscience void of all offence ; his inward 
-eye is pure and single ; all is true to the eternal 
right. His moral powers continually expand, and 
by so much more does he hold communion with 
his God. As far as it can see, his finite conscience 
reads in the book the eternal right of God. A 
man's power of conscience is the measure of his 
moral communion with the Infinite. 

Theodore Parker. 
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JANUARY 20. 



// ts good that a man should hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lord, — Lam. iii. 26. 

IF you believe that God exists, and understand 
your words when you call Him 'infinite' and 
* eternal/ you cannot expect to find Him as one 
object among many^ but as a spirit in all; the living 
reality of all appearance ; the firmament of thought 
that holds the stars ; the omnipresent deep that 
throws up the tides of history and the ripplings of 
private care ; the sole power of the universe with- 
out ; the archetype of the free soul within ; and 
the secret source of the meaning that dwells in 
everything. — James Martineau, 

The one thing to believe is that God is ever 
near, always at your side ; one who loves you too 
well not to try you ; too fondly not to support 
you ; too wisely not to educate you by struggle 
and peace, by pain and joy ; and if ever near to 
you, ever near also to all others ; if ever near 
to others, then also ever near to you. It is the 
comfort and the strength, and warning of life ta 
have this faith. — Stopford A, Brooke, 
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JANUARY 21. 



Tkou^ Lord^ hast made me ^lad through thy work: I will 
triumph in the works of thy hand. — Psalm xcii. 4. 

WHAT we need for the attainment of that 
thorough earnestness in all our pursuits 
which creates a pure and healthy relish of exis- 
tence is religious inspiration, the feeling that God 
is ever with us, that we are ever working in and for 
Him. Give man this, and he is equal to every- 
thing. He is above all sorrow and all care ; he 
is strong for good as the blessed angels in 
heaven. — John James Tayler, 

While we sit brooding over our troubles and 
the hardships of our lot, the great world goes 
tranquilly on, the infinite sky hangs over us, the 
everlasting order abides, and * God is where he 
was.' Can we not forget or endure our pestering 
* insect miseries ' for a little while, in the presence 
of the eternal laws and eternal powers ? If we 
keep our souls in patience, if we hold fast to our 
faith and hope and love, the soft streams of heal- 
ing power will flow into us and through us. We 
shall receive and give out. the infinite good. 

Charles G, Ames. 
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JANUARY 22. 



In every things by prayer and supplication^ with thanks- 
givings let your requests be made known unto God, — 

Phil. iv. 6. 

WHEN we pray to God, to give us His grace 
and assistance to do His will, to put good 
desires into our hearts, and endue us with right 
dispositions, we are not to reckon upon these 
changes to be wrought in our minds and tempers 
all at once, by the immediate act of God ; but by 
degrees, through our own watchful care and dili- 
gence to cultivate and cherish good thoughts ; to 
keep out of the way of dangerous temptations, to 
attend to the motives of the gospel, the love and 
fear of God, and the hope of His favour for ever ; 
still looking up to and depending upon Him, ever 
present and attentive, to bless the means of His 
own appointment, for the making of us such as He 
would have us to be ; that, as He knows the 
various opposite influences we are under. He would 
give us wisdom and fortitude to resist the evil, 
and follow that which leads to good, and make all 
events contribute to our improvement and estab- 
lishment in piety and virtue. 

Theophilus Lindsey, 
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JANUARY 2'3. 



The path of the righteous is as the shining lights that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect /fo_y.— Prov. iv. i8. 

WE should not expect a sudden manifesta- 
tion of the Infinite One to our souls. 
Gradually we must attain to this serene trust in 
God's all-protecting care, incessant mercy, and 
inspiring influence. The blessing will not be less 
real, because it comes upon us gently, according 
to our spiritual progress. — W, E. Channing, 

What we most need to learn is this ; that we 
may be laying up heavenly treasures of which 
nothing can deprive us, whilst we are laying up 
earthly treasure of which we cannot be sure for 
so much as an hour. — Rufus Ellis. 

We come to God in prayer, not to ask for 
things ; but in the thought of His presence to 
invigorate our souls. And drawing nigh to God, 
we are the stronger, and better, and happier ; the 
good in us revives and grows as do flowers in the 
sunshine ; the evil retreats and hides itself, 
ashamed before His light ; the petty and mean is 
revealed for what it is ; the nobler elements in us 
quicken to new life. — Charles Hargrove, 
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JANUARY 24. 



Come ye yourselves aparty and rest awhile, — Mark vi. 31. 

I WOULD earnestly plead with you that you 
snatch from your busy lives times for 
meditation and for prayer. And I do so all the 
more urgently because I know how great are 
the temptations to neglect these things. Never 
believe that the time you spend in the congre- 
gation of worshippers, when your hearts go up to 
God in common prayer, or in the silence of your 
chamber, when you pass from shows and shadows 
into communion with the Everlasting One, — never 
believe that this is wasted time. Such moments 
are the best spent of any of your lives. They 
bring refreshment when you are weary, power 
when you are faint, comfort when you are sorrow- 
ful, hope when you are downcast, and they give 
you a secret strength, which keeps you calm and 
steadfast amid all the turmoil of life. — C. J, Perry, 

Inward towards God we must go continually 
for spiritual force — outward towards humanity to 
exercise it. To have any real abiding energy of 
spiritual force, we must go to God in prayer. 
We must be men and women of prayer. 

George Brown, 
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JANUARY 26. 

Know ye not that ye are a temple o/Gody and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? 

The temple of God is holy^ which temple ye are, 

I Cor. iii. 1 6, 17. 

LET us retire into ourselves, and become 
conscious of our own nature and of its 
high destination. Let us not profanely debase or 
destroy it. There is an inward suicide more 
awful than the destruction of the animal life, an 
inward ruin more mournful than any wrought by 
the conflagration of cities, or the desolation of 
whirlwinds. The saddest spectacle in this or in 
any world is a rational and moral being, smitten 
with spiritual death, alive only to what is material 
and earthly, living without God and without hope. 
Beware of this inward death — this insensibility 
to the Presence, the Authority, the Goodness of 
our Heavenly Father. — W, E, Channing, 

It is the vain attempt to make compromise 
between duty and indulgence, that creates the 
corrosions of conscience, and the perpetual dis- 
quiets of spirit, and disappoints our own ideal 
from day to day and from year to year. There 
is no way to the peace of God but by absolute 
self-abandonment to His will that whispers within 
us, without reservation of happiness or self. 

James Martineau, 
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JANUARY 26. 



Beloved^ now are we children ofGod^ and it is not yet 
made manifest what we shall be. — I JOHN iii. 2. 

VISIT some sick chamber. A child is ill with 
some infectious disease ; but the mother 
does not desert the child, even though she knows 
that every breath she draws she is taking the 
risk of breathing in the fatal germ which may end 
her own life. Day and night, in sleeplessness 
and weariness, she watches. What does this 
mean ? It means one great illustration of what 
is possible in the way of finding the high, the 
beautiful, in human character and human life. It 
means one little glint, a broken ray, shining out 
from that Infinite Source in which all these things 
find their beginning and their completion. Stand 
beside the martyr at the stake, and read another 
word of God. Stand with the business man, in 
his integrity losing all and seeing his fortune 
shattered and falling to pieces around him rather 
than be dishonest, and read another word of God. 
Wherever you find anything high or fine or true 
in human nature and human life, there you are 
reading a word, a sentence, a chapter, of the 
revelation of the divine. — MinotJ, Savage, 
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JANUARY 27. 



Believe on the lights that ye may become sons ofli^ht, 

John xii. 36. 

THE men and women who stand in the front 
rank of our religious teachers and 
thinkers — not to sects alone, but to the nations — 
are those always who look outward toward the 
light and hold it in their hearts. Emerson,. 
Bryant, Longfellow, Lowell, Whittier, Channing,. 
Parker, Bellows, Beecher, Clarke, and a host 
besides, to speak only of the noble dead, — it is 
one golden chain from Alpha to Omega. The 
words which bring their own benediction come 
home to us from those who have stood in the 
holy place and seen the light strike through, to 
find this as the last great word : God is light, and 
in Him is no darkness at all ; and God is love. 

Robert Collyer. 

We are taught that for nations — and for 
persons — the only way of being really well-to-do 
is — to do really well ! Much goods may sink us,, 
unless there is much goodness, — R, L, Carpenter. 

Before we can have any progress we must 
have faith in the possibility of progress ; we must 
believe in the capacity and destiny of man. 

James Freeman Clarke. 
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JANUARY 28. 

Trust in the Lord with all thine hearty and lean not 
upon thine own understanding; 

In all thy ways acknowledge him^ and he shall direct 
thy paths,— Vkow. iii. 5, 6. 

RELIGION is no more possible without 
prayer, than poetry without language, 
or music without atmosphere. In the dumb 
heart it invariably dies ; and wherever it lives, 
it is in the habitual faith that as we 'give 
good gifts unto our children, much more will the 
heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to them that 
ask \i\m.^— John Hamilton Thorn. 

Now, believe me, God hides some ideal in 
every human soul. At some time in our life we 
feel a trembling, fearful longing to do some good 
thing. Life finds its noblest spring of excellence 
in this hidden impulse to do our best. There is 
a time when we are not content to be such 
merchants or doctors or lawyers as we see on the 
dead level or below it. The woman longs to 
glorify her womanhood as sister, wife, or 

mother There is God, — God standing 

silently at the door all day long, — God whispering 
to the soul, that to be pure and true is to succeed 
in life, and whatever we get short of that will 
burn up like stubble, though the whole world try 
to save it. — Robert Collyer. 
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JANUARY 29. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn a^ain to the 
Lord 

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in 
the heavens, — Lam. iii. 40, 41. 

IT is no outward change, no shifting in time or 
place ; but only the loving meditation of the 
pure in heart, that can re-awaken the Eternal 
from the sleep within our souls : that can render 
Him a reality again, and re-assert for Him once 
more His ancient name of *The Living God.* 

James Martineau. 

There are two kinds of discontent. There is 
a paltry and unworthy discontent, which is a 
grumbling dissatisfaction with the work given us 
to do, and rewards allotted to us, and the honours 
bestowed upon us. There is a noble discontent 
which springs from a profound reverence for the 
holiness we have not — such holiness as that 
which shone upon the world like the mid-day sun, 
in the life of Christ. It is the discontent of the 
most richly endowed man of genius who always 
believes that his best work could be better done. 
It is the discontent of the humblest Christian 
who, like the publican in the temple, stands afar 
off and beats his breast and cries * God be 
merciful to me a sinner.* Spiritual growth is 
quickened by the discontent of reverence. 

Henry W. Crosskey, 
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JANUARY 30 



Like as a father pitieth his children^ so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. — Psalm ciii. 13. 

YOU are lonely, desolate, friendless : here is 
One bidding you know Him as the Father, 
and in that name giving you assurance of tender- 
est sympathy, the sympathy of a nature like your 
own ; who, because He is Spirit, can enter into 
your inmost spirit, to comprehend, to strengthen 
and uphold. 

The deep shadow of bereavement and affliction 
lies heavy on your heart and broods darkly over 
your home : lo ! * standing in the shadow,' your 
Father. In the silence a voice saying, * My child, 
be of good cheer ; I am with you to bear your 
griefs ; I stand by you, and you shall not fall : I 
touch your sorrow and change it into blessing.' 
Is not the almighty, all-loving Father the sufficient 
Comforter ? — Samuel Longfellow. 

Most lives are thronged with anxieties : but 
there is a spirit that is not overcome of these 
things, but that bears with them in the high 
thought of being in fellowship with God; for if we 
have to endure evils, God bears with their 
-existence too. — William Mountford, 
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JANUARY 31. 



As the hart panteth after the water brooks^ sopanteth my 

soul after thee, O God, 
My soul ihirsteth for God, for the living God, 

Psalm xlii. i, 2. 

IT is on the side of that which is in God most 
truly infinite and unchangeable that we draw 
nigh to Him : wisdom and love and righteousness 
and patience in us are the same qualities as in 
Him, only their poor shadow and pale present- 
ment ; and we touch Him, if I may say so in all 
reverence, at the very heart of His being. And 
as, on the one hand, it seems to me that to have 
once truly lived with God is to live with Him 
always, to be independent of time, to rise superior 
to change, — so, on the other, I cannot think of 
Him as suffering those who have once known Him 
to pass away into the abyss of non-existence : 
that they should live only in His infinite recollec- 
tion, incapable of even an answering emotion of 
gratitude : and that generation after generation 
of men loving, aspiring, praying, hoping, obeying, 
should pass away, leaving him absolutely alone in 
a silent and solitary glory. Is heaven, then, a 
place peopled only by the memories of God ? 
Nay, wherever He is I seem to see the choir of 
attendant saints, and to catch the far-off echo of 
their perpetual hymn. — Charles Beard, 
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FEBRUARY 1. 

Rest in the Lardy and wait patiently for him. 

Psalm xxxvH. 7. 

I LOOK to thee in every need, 
And never look in vain ; 
I feel thy strong and tender love, 

And all is well again. 
The thought of thee is mightier far 
Than sin and pain and sorrow are. 

Discouraged in the work of life, 

Disheartened by its load. 
Shamed by its failures or its fears, 

I sink beside the road, — 
But let me only think of thee, 
And then new heart springs up in me. 

Thy calmness bends serene above, 

My restlessness to still ; 
Around me flows thy quickening life. 

To nerve my faltering will ; 
Thy presence fills my solitude. 
Thy providence turns all to good. 

Embosomed deep in thy dear love. 

Held in thy law, I stand ; 
Thy hand in all things I behold. 

And all things in thy hand ; 
Thou leadest me by unsought ways, 
And turn'st my mourning into praise. 

Samuel Longfellow, 
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FEBRUARY 2. 



The law of the Lord is perfect^ restoring the soul. 

Psalm xix. 7. 

LIFE is a daily school, where every weak- 
ness is disciplined, every strength en- 
couraged, justified, and at length employed, and 
where the limitations of knowledge and experience 
are constantly corrected and enlarged. Life is ^ 
daily worship, tremulous with reverence, beautiful 
with prayer and song, and fragrant with the 
incense-perfume of holy thoughts and good deeds. 
So do Nature and Providence lean down lovingly 
into the good man's life, mingling earth with 
heaven ; linking it all with God ; moving it all to 
the orderly music of His great purpose ; and yet 
giving to it all a self-sufficiency and equipoise 
which reveal how grand the human will can be 
when it chooses only righteousness, rests only on 
God, and follows always the natural laws of the 
progress of the soul. I do not say that this life 
gives always happiness, or promises it in present 
conditions — for on the earth there are as many 
nights as days, and the days are rare when the 
sky has no least fleck of cloud — but it is always 
blessedness, and gives blessing, because it is 
natural, healthy, and progressive. 

7". W, Freckelton. 
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FEBRUARY 3. 



The testimony of the Lord is sure^ making wise the simple. 

Psalm xix. 7. 

FOLLOW duty if you would know the 
Christ-like calm in the presence of wrong ; 
follow duty if you would change resentment into 
patience, resistance into forgiveness. Duty is the 
great mountain road to God. * When we cease 
to long for perfection, corruption sure and speedy 
leads from life to death,* says William Morris. 
He who does not turn a willing ear to the voice 
of conscience will soon miss the divine on every 
hand. Music, poetry, painting, sculpture, science, 
one after the other, will silently close their doors 
in the face of him who does not seek the right. 
. . . Do your duty, else no knowledge,, 
beauty, or love will ever lead you to the 
peace of God. He who sa3rs, *I may not be 
great ; I may miss all peace, but I will be true,*^ 
stands at the altar from which the divine bene-^ 
diction is ever pronounced.. — -Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 

Call it happiness or call it blessedness, the 
life whose end is righteousness is a life which 
satisfies, and which one is not willing but glad ta 
live ; its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its 
paths are peace.— /?«/«5 Ellis. 
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FEBRUARY 4. 

Thou wilt show me the path of life : in thy presence is 
fulness of joy, — Psalm xvi. ii. 

GOD'S trials, nobly borne, in obedience to 
His righteous will, are the paths to 
victorious triumph ; our endurance, our self- 
sacrifice, our bitter conquest of wrong, are latent 
forces that, set free in a changed air, become 
strength, ecstasy, the peace that passeth under- 
standing. Abide, therefore, the love of God. 
Out of confined life tenfold life is growing : in 
gloom and doubt, the powers to receive light and 
change it into leaf and flower and fruit, are 
growing. — Stopford A. Brooke, 

The battle of private character, apart from the 
interests of trade or calling, is even harder to 
fight : — ^when it rests with a man, wholly and 
alone, to be right with himself and God, and none 
else will know his struggle or appreciate his 
victory ; when he has to gather strength in soli- 
tude, to break through some choking bond of 
habit, or drive force through some paralysed 
faculty of his being ; when he contends for whole- 
ness and uprightness of heart against the self 
which custom, indulgence, position, have made ; 
then, indeed, * greater is he that conquereth 
himself than he that taketh a city ! ' 

/. Edwin Odgers. 
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FEBRUARY 5. 

Lordy who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle ? who shall 

dwell in thy holy hill ? 
He thai walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 

and speaketh truth in his heart. — Psalm xv. i, 2. 

THE eternal Gospel must tell us true things 
about the two beings in whose right 
relations lies the pledge of our highest progress, 
God and man. The essence of the message of 
Jesus is that God is Father and mankind are 
sons. Always and everywhere He offers free and 
open access for all His children. Always and 
everywhere He pours forth the same abundant 
grace to all who will receive it, unconfined within 
* chartered channels,' unlimited by anything save 
our own folly or indolence, our stubbornness or 
sin. Forgiveness is ever ready, inasmuch as it is 
rooted in the very nature of God. But it is not 
unconditional. The fellowship into which we are 
called offers high privileges, but it also makes 
great demands. It cuts off at one stroke all satis- 
factions of the divine will by outward acts, and 
throws men back with unswerving determination 
on the life of inward purity and truth. It claims 
from all the continuous service of thankfulness 
and humility. ... It has its stern and severe side 
towards the unloving, the self-righteous, the 
wilfully blind, but to the suffering and the sorrow- 
ful it comes with inexpressible comfort and peace 
in the will of God. — -J. Estlin Carpenter. 
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FEBRUARY 6. 



As beloved children, — Eph. v. i. 

ALL Christianity is contained in this : * Be ye 
children of your Father who is in Heaven.* 
If we are to be filial as Christ was filial we must 
respond to God^s spirit in the same way that 
Christ responded to it, and with the same answer- 
ing graces. Christ indeed is our pattern of filial 
life, but we conform to his life, we know it at all 
only when we drink at the same fountain of 
inspiration, and God moulds us as He moulded 
him. Great as is the service which Christ renders 
to the soul, it would be the subversion of that 
service to make him a substitute for God. 

John Hamilton Thorn. 

The interior of every human life, as really as 
of the universe, is enfolded in mystery. There is 
a deep in every soul which none but the Eternal 
Eye can penetrate. — Abraham W, Jackson, 

The characteristic of the Christian victory is 
its inwardness; that it is not gained over the 
accidents which lie around us, but, first of all, over 
the substantial difficulties which lie within us, 
and, after these and through them, over all out- 
ward things. — Henry Wilder Foote, 
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FEBRUARY 7. 



The precepts of the Lord are ri^ht^ rejoicing the heart. 

Psalm xix. 8. 

CONSCIENCE, with reason for companion 
and counsellor, goes forth upon the search. 
Life is her field, the moral law her clue. She 
finds her satisfactions and is of good hope. 
Virtue, heroism, how they dignify and honour ! 
Won at whatever expenditure, their sufficing 
reward always with them. Vice scourges its 
votaries, and she would have it so; greed strangles 
itself; wrong, in whatever form, works its own 
overthrow at last, at last. The laws and forces 
of nature are in league with virtue. Ignorance, 
profligacy, through all their wretchedness and 
horror, wail the eternal decalogue they violate ; 
suffering truth, painful duty, thorn-crowned love, 
in their simple blessedness chant the beatitudes 
of promise. All this she sees, and exultantly 
cries : * These are tokens of the very Lx)rd of 
Righteousness ; by this way will I come to Him. 

Abraham W. Jackson. 

We are accountable not for what we are made, 
but for what we make ourselves ; not for our 
condition, but for what we make of our condition. 

Rufus Ellis, 
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FEBRUARY 8. 



The commandment of the Lord is pure^ enlightening the 
eyes. — Psalm xix. 8. 

WE render allegiance to Conscience for 
its own dear sake alone — not for what it 
brings, but for what it is. It is supreme. * Had 
it might as it has right/ as Bishop Butler says, 
*it would rule the world.* In us it has right 
only. The will of God which 'it announces has 
both might and right. * Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right ? * Abraham asked. Con- 
science responds in the affirmative, and so foretells 
universal rejoicing in universal equity and right- 
eousness. We may partly define it by illustrations. 
It is a kind of inward voice, not our own, but 
coming from above, a kind of inward light, yet a 
light of a landscape stretching into infinity. The 
voice is the voice of God heard in the music of 
the soul ; the light is the light of God beheld in 
eternal day. — William Binns, 

So great is the love of God for His children, 
that He never does anything to compel our 
affection, or to destroy our freedom of choice. 
Freedom is the essence of manhood, and we must 
be saved by our own free will or not at all. 

John Dendy, 
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FEBRUARY 9. 



Work^for I am withyou^ saith the Lord of hosts. 

Haggai ii. 4. 

THE greatest man is he who chooses the 
Right with invincible resolution, who re- 
sists the sorest temptations from within and 
without, who bears the heaviest burdens cheer- 
fully, who is calmest in storms and most fearless 
under menace and frowns, whose reliance on 
truth, on virtue, on God, is most unfaltering. 

W, E, Channing, 

We shall succeed if we aim high enough. 
We shall fail if we accept things as they are. 
We shall succeed if we trust the wave of enthu- 
siasm of those who are born from God, and try to 
live and move and have their being in Him. We 
shall fail if we only find fault with other people's 
plans, — if we do nothing but say the work is hard 
to do. Certainly we shall fail if we suppose that 
wrong will right itself ; that falsehood will teach 
people to tell the truth ; that bribery will make 
men pure ; or, in general, if we think it wise to 
let things alone. And, for ourselves, we shall be 
strong and confident if we seek God to help us; — 
for then we shall find Him. — Edward Everett Hale. 
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FEBRUARY 10. 

NoWy Lord, what wait I for f my hope is in thee. 

Psalm xxxix. 7. 

IN every earnest life there are weary flats ta 
tread, with the heavens out of sight, — no 
sun, no moon, and not a tint of light upon the 
path below ; when the only guidance is the faith 
of brighter hours, and the secret Hand we are too 
numb and dark to feel. But to the meek and 
faithful it is not always so. Now and then some- 
thing touches the dull dream of sense and custom, 
and the desolation vanishes away : the spirit 
leaves its witness with us : the divine realities 
come up from the past and straightway enter the 
present : the ear into which we poured our prayer 
is not deaf; the infinite eye to which we turned 
is not blind, but looks in with answering mercy 
on us. — -James Martineau, 

The noblest minds carry a spirit of high con- 
scientiousness into every branch of duty. They 
make no distinction of great and small duties. 
They aim at excellence in all things. They will 
not tolerate slovenliness and inefficiency in any 
work they deliberately undertake. Whatever is 
a duty at all is a duty binding on them to dis- 
charge it well. They live as in the eye of God. 

John James Tayler, 
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FEBRUARY 11. 

Work out your awn salvation with fear and trembling; 
/or it is God who worketh inyou^ both to will and to work^ 
Jor his good pleasure, — Phil. ii. 12, 13. 

IMMOR.TAL happiness is nothing more than 
the unfolding of our own minds, the full, 
bright exercise of our best powers ; and these 
powers are never to be unfolded, here or here- 
after, but through our own free exertion. To 
anticipate a higher existence, while we neglect 
our own souls, is a delusion on which reason 
frowns no less than revelation. Dream not of 
a heaven into which you may enter, live here as 
you may. — W, E. Channing, 

Let us consider — of what is life made up ? 
Of splendid bursts of genius and heroism, or of 
patient, noiseless, progressive efforts of daily 
wisdom and usefulness ? Whence flow the 
order, tranquility, and happiness of society ? 
By whom are the great designs of Providence 
carried into effect ? The grand sum total of the 
world's business is brought to pass, not by the 
irregular impulses of a few energetic spirits, but 
by the joint harmonious action of myriads of 
humble, faithful workers, who pursue the task set 
before them, and have no higher ambition than to 
perform it vftil-- John James Tayler. 
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FEBRUARY 12. 



Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do^ do it with thy might, 

ECCLESIASTES ix. lb. 

THERE is a passage in the Old Testament 
where we are told that when the Taber- 
nacle of the Children of Israel wanted adorning 
in cunning work in wood and metal the Spirit of 
the Lord rested upon Bezaleel, who was a skilled 
craftsman in all this kind of work. But when 
we think of the notions which people entertain 
of inspiration now, it seems one of the very 
strangest ideas that can enter a human mind to 
think that the Spirit of God should inspire a man 
with skill to twist a bit of golden wire this way 
or that, or to chase a silver plate, or to guide a 
chisel deftly through the intricacies of the wood. 
Yet, if you recollect that the value of all work 
lies not in itself but in the spirit in which it is 
done and the faithfulness that is brought to the 
task, then you can understand how God's Holy 
Spirit, which I believe is the helper of every one 
of us in our daily work, if we are worthy to 
receive its help, should enable any one of you 
who is a bricklayer to build a simple wall straight 
and true — should enable any one of you who is a 
carpenter to turn out honourable work worthy of 
a skilled artisan. — Charles Beard, 
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FEBRUARY 13. 



Fcdth working through love. — Gal. v. 6. 

SO perfectly are we the offspring of a Power 
that loves us, that the guiding rule of duty 
is the guiding rule of love. When any doubt 
arises as to what course of conduct it is right to 
follow, one directing law has never yet failed — 
let us do to others as we would have them do 
unto us. Let us imagine ourselves sufferings 
what we are inclined to inflict, and our lips will 
be dumb when they should be dumb, and our 
hands still when they should be still. Let us ask 
how we can do good to others, and we shall have 
the least possible difficulty in the right conduct of 
our own lives. The law of righteousness is not 
hard, abstract, cold, bitter; it is the very law 
which binds heart to heart. Surely we must be 
loved beyond measure by the God who made us, 
when the ordainments of His sovereign righteous- 
ness are hidden in the depths of our own mortal 
love ! Not only is the path of duty found by 
taking our brethren into the counsel of our 
hearts, but love and duty are so blended that 
the very life of the one is the life of the other. 

Henry W. Crosskey, 
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FEBRUARY 14. 

Girding up the loins of your mind^ be sober and set 
your hope perfectly on the ^ace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation offesus Chfist, — I Peter i. 13. 

WERE truly Christian principles and 
prospects sufficiently impressed on our 
minds, it would be impossible for us to be 
guilty of any base or criminal action ; and the 
great motives to the love of God and of our 
fellow-creatures not being counteracted by any 
foreign influence, but having their natural and 
uncontrolled effect upon the mind, we should love 
the Lord our God with all our hearts^ and our 
neighbour as ourselves. And when these govern- 
ing principles had taken deep root in our minds, 
they would lead us to the practice of the whole 
of our duty, and, our hearts and affections being 
engaged, everything right and good would be 
easy and pleasant to us. — -Joseph Priestley. 

If you will be sure that the longing you feel 
for something better is not to end in disgrace 
when your call comes, you must now be gathering 
the ideas and aptitudes that will insure the place ; 
keep your whole life open and ready ; then, when 
the Master comes and says, *That is the place 
you are to fill, and the work you are to do,' you 
shall find that to you, as fully as to those that 
were called before you, comes the full reward. 

Robert Collyer, 
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FEBRUARY 16. 



Blessed are those servants whom the Lord when he 
Cometh shall find watching, — Luke xii. 37. 

THE thought that * no effort of virtue is lost/ 
is, indeed, an inspiring one. It will do 
much to support the good man, whatever be 
his station in the world or in the church, whether 
he rule or serve, plan or execute, teach or learn, 
under the many disappointments and defeats 
which, even where his views are purest and his 
schemes best laid, he must frequently suffer, 
while watching for his Master's coming, and 
labouring in his cause. The vigils of virtue are 
often tedious and painful ; it is something to 
know that we cannot make a single vain attempt, 
not one, that will not bring with it a sure reward, 
in the approbation of the Searcher of hearts, and 
in the growth of the universal principle of virtue, 
which is nourished by the good thought and in- 
tention no less than the good act, and gains 
strength from the struggle, even where the 
victory is denied. — Joseph Hutton. 

Where there is no increase of moral excellence 
there is always danger of decrease. Conscience, 
without fresh stimulants, is prone to grow inert. 

Andrew P. Peabody, 
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FEBRUARY 16. 



The jud^nents of the Lord are true^ and righteous 
altogether. — Psalm xix. 9. 

WHOSOEVER allows himself to be unjust 
in the least is involved already in the 
principle of sin ; and there is no security that he 
would not, if adequate temptation and opportunity 
were thrown in his way, be unjust also in much. 
Christianity requires that we surrender our entire 
lives to God, and aim at being excellent in all 
things. — -John James Tayler, 

There is one thing which never fails to tell in 
the long run, viz., the life we live, the work that 
is done in it, the spirit that animates it. We do 
not always find that those who fascinate in an 
interview wear well at home. He who, however 
limited may be his capacities, and however humble 
may be his social position, is true to the gift that 
is in him, and tries, with such helps as he may 
have, to carry out the principles of religion and 
virtue in his daily conduct, has in him something 
akin to the touch of Christ, and is a fellow-worker 
with prophets and apostles, reformers and saints, 
in raising the tone of society, and promoting the 
welfare and happiness of mankind. 

Thomas Sadler, 
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FEBRUARY 17. 



The kingdom of God is within you. — Luke xvii. 21. 

NOW, the root idea of the kingdom of God — 
an idea which it seems to me is at the 
present moment full of instruction to us — is, that 
it grows from the one to the many, from the centre 
to the circumference, from the citizen to the state. 
Its end is, indeed, the well-being of all ; but it 
accomplishes that end by the purification and re- 
generation of each. It is content to work slowly, 
silently, beneath the surface, and its method — if 
method it can be called — is a kind of divine con- 
tagion. In accordance with this, Christ enacted 
no laws, laid down no regulations, for the mystic 
commonwealth which he came to found ; but only 
drew to himself, here and there, a congenial spirit, 
and declaring great moral principles, left them to 
make their way in men's hearts, and finally to 
issue in institutions. And I need not point out 
to you, that there is nothing coercive or even 
regulative in this process. It is simply the con- 
tact of mind with mind, the kindling of heart from 
heart. — Charles Beard, 
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Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty 
and with all thy soul^ and with all thy strength^ and with 
all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself, — LUKE x. 27. 

MEN in all Christian ages have tried to dissever 
the ideal of the single life from the ideal of 
society, and, seeking perfection in separation from 
the world, have dwarfed their own souls in the 
solitude and narrowness of the monk's cell. Not 
so did Christ teach : to love God and to love men 
are twin duties, never to be disjoined : who best 
trains and disciplines hi^ own soul, is full of an 
eager hope for humanity: who, with finest self- 
forgetfulness, works and prays and suffers for 
society, has found the secret of personal strength 
and peace. Would you learn how to hasten the 
kingdom of heaven ? Yourselves have faith in 
man, in duty, in God. Would you infuse a new 
vigour into your lagging desires for good, and 
once more set forth your aspirations after holiness 
upon an upward flight ? Forget yourselves in toil 
and prayer and hope for mankind. 

Charles Beard. 
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FEBRUARY 19. 

Thou wilt not leave my soul to SkeoL — Psalm xvi. lo. 

WHATEVER you may doubt, something there 
is which you deem true ; however much 
is common and unclean, you have your gleams of 
what is surely holy; wherever you are weak, 
there is some matter in which your secret eye is 
clear, and your foot is firm. Here^ then, is the 
ground on which your moral life is to be raised. 

James Martineau, 

Both the critical reason and the experience of 
the inward man have their times of dulness, in- 
activity, torpidity, non-illumination. Faith is the 
unswerving trust, at such seasons, in the enduring 
verity of those things, which in their moments of 
power and illumination the critical reason and the 
experience of the soul have taught us. 

Richard A, Armstrong. 

Everything here but the soul of man is a 
passing shadow ; the only enduring substance is 
within. When shall we wake to the sublime 
greatness, the perils, the accountableness, and the/ 
glorious destinies of the immortal soul ? . . . In 
what a vain show we walk, while we toil without 
ceasing for the perishable, and remain blind and 
dead to the everlasting, the perfect, and the 
divine ! — W, E. Channmg. 
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FEBRUARY 20. 



Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, — 

Psalm Ixxxiv. 5. 

IN human affairs, the justice of God must work 
by human means. Men are the measures of 
God's principles ; our morality the instrument of 
His justice, which stilleth alike the waves of the 
sea, the tumult of the people, and the oppressor's 
brutal laugh. Justice is the idea of God, the ideal 
of man, the rule of conduct writ in the nature of 
mankind. The ideal must become actual ; God's 
thought a human thing, made real in a reign of 
righteousness, and a kingdom — no, a common- 
wealth — of justice on the earth. You and I can 
help forward that work. God will not disdain to 
use our prtiyers, our self-denial, and the little 
atoms of justice that personally belong to us, to 
establish His mighty work — the development of 
mankind. — Theodore Parker, 

Half the difficulty of fighting any severe battle 
or accomplishing any hard task, vanishes when a 
man feels that he has comrades at his side fighting 
in the same cause, or that the eyes of those he 
loves are upon him, and their hearts praying for 
his victory. — C, J, Perry, 
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FEBRUARY 21. 



The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he 
will show them his covenant. — Psalm xxv. 14. 

IT is not by reducing life to less, but by 
expanding it to more ; not by muffling its 
stern notes, but by ringing its sweetness clearly 
out, that a serene harmony may be obtained. 
When duty is severe, we must be more reverently 
dutiful ; if love brings sorrow we must love more 
and better; when thought chills us with doubt 
and fear, we must think again with fuller soul^ 
and deeper trust. — fames Martineau. 

We have no true access to God except by the 
way of obedience. To know Him, we must, in 
some poor, imperfect way, be like Him ; or if 
these words seem to imply a knowledge of His 
Essence which we do not posseS|S, we cannot 
touch Him so long as we remain upon the lower 
levels of our own nature. We find Him when we 
are at our best, and most surely and most com- 
pletely when by some great effort, some supreme 
self-sacrifice, we are for a moment better than our 
best. — Charles Beard. 
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FEBRUARY 22. 



Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shcUl be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness : for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God, . 

Matt. v. 3-8. 

THE elements of happiness in this present life 
no man can command, even if he could 
command himself, for they depend on the action 
of many wills, on the purity of many hearts, and 
by the highest law of God the holiest must ever 
bear the sins and the sorrows of the rest ; but 
over the blessedness of his own spirit circumstance 
need have no control ; God has therein given an 
unlimited power to the means of preservation, of 
grace and growth, at every man's command. We 
know the Beatitudes of Christian life : and these 
are so far from being a product of circumstance, 
that only against the contradiction, and in the 
conquest of, circumstance do they reach their 
heights.— /oA« Hamilton Thorn, 
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FEBRUARY 23. 



No good thing will he withhold from them that walk 

uprightly, 
O Lord of hosts y 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

Psalm Ixxxiv. ii, 12. 

IT is only that higher thought of life which 
Christ has taught us that can really satisfy^ 
and give a joy that will keep strengthening to the 
end — the life of earnest duty, of kind helpfulness 
to man, of humble piety towards God. Let us 
strive toward that Perhaps we may never come 
to anything so lofty as that word * holiness ' sets 
before us ; the * beauty of holiness * to us will 
ever seem not in what we are, but in what we 
follow, — in the light of Christ's great thought 
and life. But if we do keep these before us, 
and follow, it will not be in vain. For they 
change all who look on them and love them, 
ever a little and a little more into the same 
image, and so we go, though not ' from glory 
unto glory,' at least ' from strength to strength.' 
Only strength — here, and earth's strength is often 
pain and struggle. But this is only the beginning, 
and, in the greater life beyond, the strength is 
lifted into peace, and peace to joy, and over all the 
Beauty of the Lord I — Brooke Herford. 
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FEBRUARY 24. 



The fear of the Lord is clean^ enduring for ever. 

Psalm xix. 9. 

IT is an unfaithful attempt, to escape from the 
burdens of self-reproach otherwise than by 
completer surrender. Shake them not off: ask not 
to have them taken away : crave for no peace 
which they deny : go with them all, go as you 
are, to Him of whose light they are the shadow ; 
and say to Him, * I am a sinful man, O Lord : in 
my shortcomings, whilst I live, I can never 
acquiesce ; but, whilst Thou livest, I can never 
despair.' — James Martineau, 

*All is lost, save honour,' says the brave 
general, on the battlefield, calm amid his ruined 
plans, because he has faithfully done his best. 
All is lost save integrity, save principles, save 
human respect and affection, save God's approval^ 
many a man has said, amid a wreck of fortune by 
no fault of his own. What he has, in having 
honesty, is more than what he has lost. Stayed 
on God, he is kept in perfect peace. 

Samuel Longfellow. 
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FEBRUARY 25. 



In diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving 
the Lord.— Romans xii. ii. 

WHAT a man can do best, that is the task 
given to him by God. What his neigh- 
bours most want, that is the path to which he 
should direct his talents. No scorn is to be 
tolerated towards those every-day duties which 
God has given to us. — R. L, Carpenter. 

If you say, * I am hedged about, I can do 
nothing, and fain would help, but I cannot,' your 
very longing is help. * They also serve who only 
stand and wait.' It is never true, that we are not 
helpers ; where the fervent heart is, there is the 
servant of God, and unto him comes ever with the 
work the reward. He is still and strong in God, 
because he is a co-worker with God, and his life 
holds for itself a secret which is not known to 
another — he has come in his very work to the rest 
that remaineth. — Robert Collyer. 

He that keeps the integrity of his own con- 
sciousness, and is faithful to himself, day by day, 
is also faithful to God for eternity, and helps to 
restore the integrity of the world of men. 

Theodore Parker. 
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Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
Worship the Lord tn the beauty of holiness. 

Psalm xxix. 2. 

THRIFT, sobriety, industry, these are good ; 
but these alone do not make a great nation 
or a happy people. Nor can they ever be securely 
taught where courage, self-sacrifice, devotion to 
country, the consecrated service due to freedom 
and to truth are not taught alongside of them as 
part of the equipment of a citizen of earth and a 
child of God. — Richard A. Armstrong, 

The world's heroes are not unworthy the 
homage they receive on their own plane. What- 
ever savours of heroism is worthy of honour. All 
great and shining qualities, strength, valour, 
genius — who can help admiring these ! 1 rejoice 
that such things are; I rejoice that there is power 
in man to appreciate such. Still, there is some- 
thing greater than these ; they do not exhaust the 
power that is in man. The piety which dwells in 
the heights of the soul, which walks and works 
with God in god-like beneficence, is more sublime 
than the valour which breasts the shock of armies, 
than the genius which wdlks in glory among the 
stars. — Frederic H. Hedge, 
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FEBRUARY 27. 



K?, brethren^ be not weary in well-doing, 

II. Thess. iii. 13. 

* T^ VERY man's task is his life-preserver/ 
1— > Emerson reminds us ; he means our 
souFs life. The workless people are the worth- 
less people, even to themselves. What wealth 
gives, or should give, is choice of work, and 
never exemption from it. A man born rich is 
born into danger. He, as also the man quick to 
win riches, must make himself trustee for causes 
not his own, or else his riches become his doom. 
In our land, at least, a 'gentleman,* whatever 
else he is, must be a good workman ; that is, one 
who has something to do, who can do it well, and 
who always does it well. To-day the daughter, 
also, of wealth elects a task to save her soul's 
life. To be an 'educated' woman she has to 
have capacity to do well some good work or 
other, and to be a true woman she has to stand 
for that capacity exercised, for good work well 
done. — William C, Gannett. 

Only in pursuing the best that is beyond us, 
do we find the best that is within us. 

Charles Beard. 
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FEBRUARY 28. 



Let the peoples praise thee^ O God; let all the peoples 

praise thee, 
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy : 
For thou shall judge the peoples with equity ^ 
And govern the nations upon earth. — Psalm Ixvii. 3, 4. 

GOD dwells in the great movements of the 
world, in the great ideas which act in the 
human race. Find Him there, in the interests of 
man. Find Him by sharing in those interests ; 
by helping all who are striving for truth, for 
education, for progress, for liberty all over the 
world. O, there is a fine passion in doing this, in 
feeling the heart of humanity beat, and in setting 
your heart to its music, which will lift you above 
a diseased self-brooding in a glorious way, and 
link your whole life in healthy union to God 
through union with man. — Stopford A, Brooke, 

There never was a call to men and women to 
be more solely and fully religious than now. We 
need to put forth the power of our religion in 
active duties, to live it out in our social circles as 
well as personally. And if sorrow and trials 
come, God be thanked I They are given to 
make us feel that we are to bear the common 
burden of humanity. — W, H, Channing, 
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FEBRUARY 28. 



O Lordy thou hast searched me^ and known me. 

Thou know est my downsitting and mine uprisings 

Thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Thou sear chest out my path and my lying down^ 

And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue^ but^ lo^ O Lord^ 

thou knowest it altogether. 
Thou hast beset me behind and before^ and laid thine 

hand upon me, — Psalm cxxxix. 1-5. 

WHEN the Roman went into the Holy of 
Hoh'es of the Jewish Temple, he found 
there no image of deity, and to him the shrine 
was empty. And yet that shrine was symbol of 
a nobler God than any of which the Pantheon 
could boast. And there are some who scorn our 
spiritual faith which hesitates to speak God*s 
name or express His nature in a form of words. 
But to us, on whom has dawned the vision of 
boundless realms of progress and the ideal of un- 
attained perfection, God is that divine Presence 
which besets us behind and before, the Life of 
our lives and the Soul of our souls ; and Immor- 
tality gathers up into one conception the intima- 
tions and hopes of a glory yet to be revealed, of 
vistas of future beauty and harmony for which 
we strive, seeking after every deepening twilight 
for a still more perfect day. — Frank Walters. 



60 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 1. 

Peace^ peacCy to him that is far off and to him that is 
near^ saith the Lord, — Isaiah Ivii. 19. 

IMMORTAL Love, within whose righteous will 
Is always peace ; 
O pity me, storm-tossed on waves of ill ; 

Let passion cease ; 
Come down in power within my heart to reign, 
For I am weak, and struggle has been vain. 

The days are gone, when far and wide my will 

Drove me astray ; 
And now I fain would climb the arduous hill, 

That narrow way. 
Which leads through mists and rocks to thine abode; 
Toiling for man, and thee. Almighty God. 

Whatever of pain thy loving hand allot 

I gladly bear ; 
Only, O Lord, let peace be not forgot. 

Nor yet thy care. 
Freedom from storms and wild desires within. 
Peace from the fierce oppression of my sin. 

So may I, far away, when evening falls 

On life and love. 
Arrive at last the holy, happy halls. 

With thee above ; — 
Wounded yet healed, sin-laden yet forgiven. 
And sure that goodness is my only heaven. 

Stop ford A. Brooke, 
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MARCH 2. 



Thy kingdom come, — Matt. vi. lo. 

I'^HE fellowship of human love, in its very 
might and beauty, looks above itself for 
its own completeness and interpretation. Not 
till, hand in hand with those we love, we have 
bowed our hearts before the Love that is above 
us ; not till our half-discordant wills have found 
their harmony in a Will that is above them all ; 
not till we have seen behind all beauty of form, 
and sound, and human soul, the beauty of the 
Soul of souls ; not till behind and through all 
discovery of truth we have felt in awed but glow- 
ing triumph, * O God, I think Thy thoughts after 
Thee I * not till, with growing knowledge and 
with deepening love, we have felt ourselves 
drawing into ever closer communion with God, 
resting with ever deeper faith on His bosom, 
drawn with ever growing love to His heart — not 
till then do we know what it is for which we live 
and work and are ready to die, not till then have 
we a gospel, not till then shall we be fired with a 
love and supported by a faith to which all things 
are possible, not till then shall we know why we 
are here and what we have to do, or pray with 
any soul in our prayer, * Thy kingdom come.* 

Philip H, Wicksteed. 



62 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 8. 



Be renewed in the spirit of your mindy and put on the 
new man^ which after God hath been created in righteous- 
ness and holiness of truth, — EPH. iv. 23, 24. 

CHRISTIANITY is human— distinctively and 
entirely human — in all its applications, as 
it is divine in its origin and support. In ful- 
filling those ends, at once human and divine, to 
which it is appointed, — in persevering on its ever- 
brightening course of salvation and benefit, it will 
' put down the mighty from their seats, to exalt 
the humble and the meek/ It will prove vic- 
torious over everything which would lift itself, in 
rivalry or in hostility, against that obedience of 
Christ, by which we sanctify every exercise of 
the intellect, and every emotion of the heart, and 
every action of the life, to the faith and service of 
God. A Christian is emphatically a Man, — a 
rational, faithful man, — who fulfils the responsi- 
bilities which his humanity imposes upon him ; 
whose eyes Christianity has opened to see, whose 
heart it has influenced to feel, whose hand it has 
strengthened to grasp, his real, his spiritual, his 
human interest ; that interest which is deathless 
and boundless as Eternity. — John Gordon. 



63 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 4. 



Till we all attain unto the unity of faith^ and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full-grown man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, 

Eph. iv. 13. 

IT is a law of our nature that we assimilate 
to those whose lives and tendencies most 
occupy our minds ; we partake of their spirit. In 
accordance with this law, we are called upon to 
look to Jesus, to gaze on him until we are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory. 

George Brown, 

Above all, I think, God finds a vehicle for 
the expression of Himself to us, His children, in 
the persons of other of His children who are in 
closer communion with His Spirit than we are. 
. . . Wherever we are drawn into contact 
with those whom we instinctively feel to be better 
and purer than ourselves, there, through them, 
again and again comes to us a sudden unveiling of 
God, and we feel the touch of that Eternal Love in 
which the universe lives and moves and has its 
being. — Richard A, Armstrong, 

Goodness cherished now is Eternal Life 
already entered on. — W, E, Channing, 
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MARCH 5. 

Though your sins he as scarlet^ they shall be as 
white as snow, — ISAIAH i. i8. 

THE good do not and ought not to absorb 
God's love. For the evil have within them 
equal capacities of goodness. In all men lies, 
however hidden, an infinitely precious germ of 
love and holiness waiting to be quickened. And 
lo the All-seeing eye this is never lost. It calls 
forth unutterable love. Yes ! God loves the most 
evil. We in our conceited purity may withdraw 
from them, may think it pollution to touch them^ 
may say, * Stand off.' But God says to His 
outcast child, ' Come near.' — W, E. Channing. 

God calls on us in the plainest language to 
work with Him. Only our sin and our selfishness 
stand in the way. When we can renounce these 
and turn to Him with all our hearts, the barrier 
is broken that stood between us. His divine 
love, no longer intercepted by the perversity of 
our wills, rushes in upon the soul and melts it' 
into tenderness and contrition, and the long lost 
affection of a child for its forgotten Father, and 
that spiritual change takes place within which 
carries with it a sense of Divine forgiveness and 
the earnest of acceptance. In his own life Christ 
shows us what it is to be a true son of God. 

John James Tayler. 
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So must the Son of Man be lifted up : that whosoever 
Mieveth may in him have eternal life. — John iii. 14, 15. 

THE noblest workers in this world bequeath 
us nothing so great as the image of them- 
selves. Their task, be it ever so glorious, > is 
historical and transient ; but the majesty of their 
spirit is essential and eternal. 

George Brown, 

In all the waywardness of our soul, in all the 
fluctuations of our fortunes, in all the mind's un- 
certainties and perplexities, let us thank God 
that we have one (who knows and reflects them 
all) to guide and comfort us and rectify the 
balance of the soul ; thank God that we have one, 
the elder Brother of our souls, who himself 
prayed, * Let this cup pass from me ' ; thank 
God that we have one who was so much one of 
us that he reflects our weaknesses to turn them 
into his own strength, reflects our doubts to turn 
them into his own blessed assurance, reflects our 
death to turn it into life, and who, even as we 
say to him, * Lord, I believe,' looks into our eyes 
and into our hearts, and at the very same 
moment helps our unbelief. — Charles Wicksteed. 
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If any man hath not the spirit of Christy he is none of his. 

Romans viii. 9. 

THE Christian life is neither a dogma nor an 
action, but a certain tone of thought and 
sentiment, a certain purity of desire and 
simplicity of aim, a certain holiness of affec- 
tion, spirituality of devoutness, humility of self- 
dedication. — -James Drummond, 

I COUNT it the best and whitest of all days 
when a man accepts heartily, wholly, and in 
loving choice the higher law of life — the day 
when he welcomes the sacred yoke of duty, and 
gives the throne of his heart to the true King. 
Some call it coming to Christ and being con- 
verted. Such phrases are none too strong, 
and they carry divine meaning. But never mind 
the dialect ; let us seek the thing. And the 
thing — the , great, blessed thing — is that every 
lower motive shall give way to the Icyve of good^ 
which, as Channing loved to say, is identical 
with the love of God. How else can any soul of 
man hope to stand erect, or feel secure, or find 
his real place, or come into possession of that 
^eatest good which is his proper inheritance ? 

Charles G. Ames. 
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Ye have heard that it was said^ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour^ and hate thine enemy: but I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you ; that 
ye may be sons of your Father who is in heaven : for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, andsendeth 
rain on the just and the unjust, — Matt. v. 43-45. 

THE Fatherhood of God, then, includes the 
brutal and the base, and demands of us a 
beneficence untiring as the sunshine, a kindness 
as fresh and soothing as the summer rain. And 
these symbols of the goodness of heaven do but 
speak in outward forms of the reserves of bounty 
Waiting for the loveless whom men find unlovable. 
To waken them to a sense of their own needs, to 
lead them to the Father yearning to bless — must 
not this be the work of those who have already 
learned that they are children of the Eternal ? 
So from the heart of his own sonship did Jesus 
draw the two-fold consequence that a religion in 
which God is Father and all men are brethren is 
a religion of universal charity and of active 
energy to seek and save. — J. Estlin Carpenter. 

Christianity is not an abstract creed, a 
system of thought ; it is not a philosophical 
system, — it is the personal influence of a great 
soul. — fames Freeman Clarke. 
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/ will arise and go to my father y and will say unto him^ 
Father y I have sinned against heaven^ and in thy sight: I 
am no more worthy to be called thy son, — LuKE xv. i8, 19. 

ONE case there is in which, it may be 
thought, religion must rather introduce, 
than expel, the element of fear, — the case of 
moral transgression. And, no doubt, under that 
sad consciousness, we cannot, at first, but hang 
the head, and shrink before the terrible eye of 
Infinite Perfection, and feel so hurt by the very 
name of God that we may try for a while even 
to forget it. But, after all, it is from ourselves, 
rather than from Him, that we endeavour to fly. 
We are alarmed, not at what He is, but at what 
we are ; nor do we doubt that He would take us 
back, were not we ashamed to go. But how 
again to lift a look to that pure and piercing 
gaze, — the more terrible in reproach, the more it 
is forgiving I Ask, however, the awe-struck 
sinner, in the moment of deepest shuddering, 
whether he would really desire that there were no 
God ; — Ah, no 1 not more than the returning 
prodigal could wish, as he drew nigh to the 
house, to find his father dead. 

James Martineau, 
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Create in me a clean hearty O God: and renew a right 

spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy 

holy spirit from me, — PSALM li. lo, 1 1. 

SINFULNESS is not mere servitude. It is 
O the impairing of the soul's freshness and 
beauty of faculty, the disordering of the spiritual 
economy, till, by degrees, * the whole head is sick 
and the whole heart faint/ The man has lost 
the moral independence of self-control and is a 
slave ; he needs release, and from the web 
woven by himself. But he has also lost tone^ 
and right vision, and power of correct judgment ; 
his faculties, however fine otherwise, are vitiated ; 
he is a sick man ; he needs, therefore, moral 
health as well as moral freedom. The condition 
in which both these requirements meet is covered 
by the word salvation, which stands for the 
Christian idea of sound life and true manhood. 

Alexander Gordon, 

These are the elements of moral and spiritual 
regeneration. When love enters the heart, then 
belief in God becomes once more possible ; then 
too, moral duties cease to be hard and repulsive, 
for they are the steps which lead upwards to a 
life of hopefulness, not downwards to a life of 
despair.— ;/oA« Dendy, 
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Behold^ thou desirest truth in the inward parts : and in 
the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

Psalm li. 6. 

EVEN the smallest discontent of conscience 
may render turbid the whole temper of the 
mind ; but only produce the effort that restores 
its peace, and over the whole atmosphere a breath 
of unexpected purity is spread ; doubt and irrit- 
ability pass as clouds away, the withered sympa- 
thies of earth and home open their leaves and 
live, and through the clearest blue the deep is 
seen of the heaven where God resides. 

James Martineau. 

A FACE where sin has ploughed its gullies deep 
is a glimpse of the uncovered hell. Woe unto 
them who have had aught to do, by parentage or 
by example, with the driving of that plough I Is it 
not also plain why no sunrise, mountain-top or 
June of blossom is so beautiful, and so inspiring 
by its beauty, as human faces at their best ? The 
intelligence, morality, ideals, of the generations^ 
augmented by the aspirations and endeavours of 
another thirty years, are focused in this face that 
thrills us with delight. A smile is the subtlest 
form of beauty in all the visible creation, and 
heaven breaks on the earth in the smiles of 
certain faces. — William C. Gannett, 



71 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 12. 



As many as are led by the Spirit of God^ these are sons 
of God^KOMAVS viii. 14. 

IN itself, the Religious Life is not so miich 
truth, or so much idea, or even so much 
goodness ; it is the right direction, strain, aim, of 
the very life of the soul, which produces har- 
monious action, goodness, character, as result and 
fruit ; and in whatsoever nation, and at whatso- 
ever time, men fear God and work righteousness, 
they are accepted of Him. The souls of men 
answer to many impulses, and find arousing pro- 
phetic voices in many things. God*s * wind 
bloweth where it listeth ; * * so is every one that 
is bom of the Spirit.* Whoever and whatever so 
moves the soul as to waken in it divine ambition, 
and a beautiful, hopeful ideal that kindles the 
emotions, energizes the will, cleanses and conse- 
crates the life, does all that is necessary, not to 
introduce the Religious Life into the soul, but to 
bring it to the birth there, under the influence of 
the ever-brooding Spirit of God. 

T. W. Freckelton. 
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Search me^ O God^ and know my heart : try me and know 
my thoughts : and see if there be any way of wicked- 
ness in me^ and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 

WHEN you can recall to yourself specific 
incidents in your past, and say, * There 
I was false, there insincere, there passionate, 
there covetous of applause, there inconsiderate 
and self-absorbed, there meaner than I ever 
thought that I could be ; you will begin to learn 
by what discipline of pain God reveals to you the 
way of progress and the path of peace. The 
keenest pang does not lie in the humiliation of 
our self-complacency, the uneasiness begotten by 
the discovery of unpleasant truths about our- 
selves which we are anxious to veil from the 
world's eye. There is a deeper shame in the 
consciousness of our unworthiness in the sight of 
the All-Pure, the sense of having wounded the 
love as we have also violated the holiness of the 
Most High. Be thankful that God has found you 
out, and left you vision enough to know that it is 
He. — /. Estlin Carpenter. 
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/ beseech you therefore^ brethren^ by the mercies of God^ 
to present your bodies a living scurifice^ holy^ acceptable to 
God^ which is your reasonable service. — Romans xii. i. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the confusion of 
earthly affairs, we must hold it true beyond 
dispute that eventually evil only can cotne of evil, 
and good of good. May God grant us that whole- 
some fear which shall make us tremble at His 
word, word spoken by each conscience that is not 
silenced by sin, word which tells us of right and 
wrong, and warns us of the curse or the blessing 
between which our life's path lies, and our free 
choice has been made. — Charles Hargrove. 

How could men pollute their bodies, did they 
esteem themselves temples of God ? How could 
we play fast and loose with truth and falsehood, 
justice and injustice, generosity and meanness, 
selfishness and self-sacrifice, as our interests, 
tastes, conveniences, circumstances, passions may 
prompt, did we sufficiently honour ourselves as 
being souls endowed by the very Creator of the 
Universe itself with the power to see the light of 
His light, feel the love of His love, and be His 
fellow-workers in the hastening of His kingdom ? 
Surely, to sin would then be to us worse than to 
fill a cathedral with rubbish and filth ! 

Henry W, Crosskey, 
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The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me 
free from the law of sin and of death. — ROMANS viii. 2. 

HE who cannot pass blamelessly through the 
common conditions of our life, taking them 
as they are, and evading none of them, is no saint 
of God and no saviour of men. It is not to be 
above any human necessity, but to meet it fully 
and purely, that tests spiritual power. 

John Hamilton Thorn, 

How are we delivered from our sins ? Let 
us turn to the great Deliverer, and see how he 
did his work. Christ redeemed man by appeal- 
ing to the divine spirit within him. Around 
Christ real sinners gathered — not those who were 
sinners only in the eyes of the Pharisees — not 
mere comfortable sinners, confessing their trans- 
gressions as a matter of pious routine — but men 
and women who were tempted to their uttermost 
and betrayed by mortal passion ; — and he served 
them by treating them as children of God who 
had power to arise and escape from their iniquities. 
Feeling alone can conquer feeling ; a noble pas- 
sion must be aroused that an ignoble one may be 
mastered. — Henry W, Crosskey. 
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Come unto me^ all ye that labour and are heavy laden^ 
und I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you^ and learn of m£j for I am 
meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy^ and my burden is light. 

Matt. xi. 28-30. 

AMID the din of earthly strife, 
Amid the busy crowd, 
The whispers of eternal life 

Are lost in clamours loud ; 
When lo ! I find a healing balm ; 

The world grows dim to me : 
My spirit rests in sudden calm 
With Christ in Galilee ! 

I linger near him in the throng, 

And listen to his voice ; 
I feel my weary soul grow strong, 

My saddened heart rejoice. 
Amid the storms that darkly frown 

I hear his whisper sweet. 
And lay my heavy burden down 

At his beloved feet. 

My vision swiftly fades away, 

The world is round me still ; 
But Jesus seems with me to stay, 

His promise to fulfil. 
And toil and duty sweeter seem 

While he abides with me : 
My heart is rested by my dream 

Of Christ in Galilee ! 

H, W, Hawkes. 
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Even sOy I say unto you^ there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth, 

Luke xv. io. 

I BELIEVE that Jesus, first of all men, clearly 
saw and alone among men has fully declared 
the infinite pardoning love of God to the sinner. 
He indeed teaches that God, when revealing Him- 
self in law, makes a perpetual distinction between 
right and wrong, good and evil ; that every man 
must reap as he sows ; be rewarded and punished 
in this world, and in all worlds, according to his 
deeds. . . . This eternal law of God, Jesus 
does not destroy, but fulfils, — carries out to its 
ultimates. But meantime he reveals the other 
side of divinity, showing the infinite tenderness 
and compassion of God, which makes no difference 
among His children, except this : that He cares 
most for those who need Him most, so that there 
is more joy in heaven over one sinner that 
rep)enteth than over ninety-and-nine just persons 
who need no repentance. Christ's death did not 
produce this love, or make it possible for God to 
pardon sinners; but it revealed it. It showed 
that this love, binding the highest to the lowest, 
is the reconciling power in the universe, — the 
great atonement by which evil can be fully over- 
come by good.— James Freeman Clarke, 
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A new commandment write I unto you^ which thing is 
true in him and in you; because the darkness is passing 
away^ and the true light already shineth. — I JOHN ii. 8. 

CHRIST is a real Saviour, inasmuch as the 
direct action upon the heart and will of 
what he is, and what he has done, empowers the 
soul in its renunciation of sin, its achievement of 
spiritual freedom. A new hope is awakened ; a 
new life, perhaps unthought of, perhaps despaired 
of, dawns on the heart ; now it is within actual 
reach. The living Son of God, outside the soul, 
calls upon the dead son of God within the soul 
itself, and calls not in vain. * Thou that sleepest, 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light ! ' Feeling in Christ a constraining influence 
exerted on his spiritual being, the sinful man, like 
the younger son in the parable, comes to himself, 
and, coming to his true and better self, turns to 
God. — Alexander Gordon. 

It is God's grace which forgives our sin when 
we repent. It is God's grace which leads us to 
repentance by inspiring faith in His love. It is 
the grace of God which invites us to pray, and it 
is His grace which answers our prayers, takes 
the burden from the heart, and fills it with His 
pe2ice.— James Freewan Clarke, 
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Every one that hath this hope set on himpurifieth him- 
self ^ even as he is pure, — I John iii. 3. 

THERE are those who have endeavoured to 
keep up the show of hell by the suggestion 
that human nature is * wax to receive and marble 
to retain ' the impression of its own evil deeds. 
And, where there is the consciousness of this 
impression, there must be spiritual torment. And 
there are those who have opposed to the idea of 
divine forgiveness the idea of cause and effect. 
Because every eflFcct must have its cause, every 
fault must have its retribution. * What's writ is 
writ, would it were worthier ' ; but there it is for 
ever. Something of truth there is, no doubt, in 
these expressions. But there is other truth which 
is every whit as true, and is, moreover, full of 
encouragement and inspiration. * What's writ is 
writ ' ; but something further can be written, — 
yes, and it can be written over that which is the 
record of our fault, as in the palimpsests of former 
times men wrote one thing over another, the page 
first cleansed with purifying tears. 

y. W. Chadwick, 
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We preach Christ crucified. — I COR. i. 23. ' 

THE power of religion is manifest when God 
comes to us by a cleansing grace in answer 
to the cry from the deep of sin ; but the glory of 
religion is revealed in the truths and the comforts 
that answer the supplications which burst from 
the deeps of grief. For it is only then that the 
eternal world gleams with its mystic beauty^ 
shedding its dim, strange light upon our tears. 
Then the ear is open and hungry for the whispers 
of the Gospel, — that there is a Providence which 
counts our hairs, and suffers not a single child of 
His to drop into the abyss of night. Then the 
heart is prepared for the wondrous assurance that 
love is not limited to this world, but continues its 
plans of education into eternity, and maintains 
there a discipline designed for good, to end in 
celestial bliss. — Thomas Starr King, 

It is because Christianity has stood fast by the 
truth that the soul's way to God lies through self- 
abnegation and self-sacrifice, and that all men^ 
even the purest, need to be made perfect through 
suflFering for the Holy of Holies, that it has 
become the real religion of humanity. 

C. /. Perry, 



80 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 21. 



// is the Spirit that beareth witness^ because the Spirit 
is the truth,— \ JOHN v. 7. 

DEVOTION has its rise in the soul at the 
first moment in which it is felt that some 
living power is awakening in us a penitence, an 
aspiration, a sense of peace, a strange joy, none 
of which are of our devising — which have come 
upon us, but were not even sought, far less pro- 
duced by us. How, indeed, could penitence, 
sorrow for what we are, be the product of our 
nature, if we are in communion with no nature 
higher than our own ? What can it be but the 
mysterious disapproval of a Holier Being present 
with us, from whose attraction in some time of 
indulgence, or indifference, or passion, or mere 
sickliness, we had turned away? At the first 
moment of stillness and quiet, when the inward 
mirror is clear enough, the Holy One is again 
seen gazing into the soul, with a divine entreaty 
which, along with tears and anguish, brings also 
undying hope, for there is the Heavenly Friend in- 
viting us still. — John Hamilton Thorn, 
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Greater love hath no man than this^ that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. 

Ye are my friends^ if ye do the things which I com- 
mand you. 

No longer cb I call you servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I heard from my Father I 
have made known unto you, — JOHN xv. 13-15. 

HERE is the witness of a man who looked 
into the heart of failure and death, and saw 
that through them God was for ever realising His 
purposes of progress, and compassing paths of 
darkness with everlasting light. The teaching of 
Jesus is the product of his own inner life, and in 
its simplest and universal elements it offers a 
knowledge which is within reach of all. It im- 
plicitly asserts that the way to understand Jesus 
is to be like him. It bids men purify their 
hearts, and they shall see with his vision. It 
summons men to face evil with his trust, if they 
would win his victories. The promise has been 
fulfilled again and again in the direst struggles of 
defeat and pain. And so he is still the Master of 
those who believe and aspire, those who love and 
hope. — -J, Estltn Carpenter. 
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Hereby know we love^ because he laid down his life for 
us : and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren, . 

But whoso hath the world's goods^ and beholdeth his 
brother in need^ and shutteth up his compassion from him^ 
how doth the love of God abide in him f 

My little children^ let us not love in wordy neither with 
the tongue; but in deed and in truth.— \ JOHN iii. 16-18. 

OTHOU great Friend to all the sons of men^ 
Who once appeared in humblest guise 
below, 
Sin to rebuke, to break the captive's chain, 

And call thy brethren forth from want and 
woe I 

We look to thee ; thy truth is still the light 

Which guides the nations, groping on their 
way. 

Stumbling and falling in disastrous night. 
Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 

Yes I Thou art still the Life ; thou art the Way 
The holiest know ; — light, life, and way of 
heaven ! 
And they who dearest hope, and deepest pray. 
Toil by the light, life, way, which thou has 
given. 

Theodore Parker. 
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Christ also suffered for you^ leaving you an example 
that ye should follow his steps. — i Peter ii. 21. 

HIS gospel yet remains — embalming his 
words, and linking our hearts through 
'ages in unbroken sympathy with his immortal 
spirit. When his life rises up before us from 
that beautiful record — so calm, so pure, so gentle, 
loving, and holy — a spot of stainless light on the 
dark and turbid surface of the world's history — 
we feel what a divinity was in it ; what a fitting 
mediation he was between this life of sin and 
woe and the blessed peace of heaven ! We feel 
there is a consolation — an assurance — in Christ, 
which nothing purely of earth can give. Through 
him we are spiritually united with God. His 
life is the way by which we ascend to heaven. 
His spirit is the fount of living waters. He who 
drinks of them shall never die. 

John James Tayler. 

That God always should remove the thorns 
is not what in many cases is wanted. It is not 
the removal of the discipline we need, but the 
light, the trust, the love, which will enable us to 
cast our cares upon God — to surrender our wills 
to His will, and thus to transform the buffetings 
into friends, angels, and messengers to us of 
purity and peace. — George Brown, 
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Beloved^ think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
among you^ which cometh upon you to prove you^ as though 
a strange thing happened unto you. 

But insomuch as ye are partakers of Chris fs sufferings ^ 
rejoice ; that at the revelation of his glory also ye may 
rejoice with exceeding joy. 

Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the 
will of God commit their souls in well-doing unto a faith- 
ful Creator. — i Peter iv. 12, 13, 19. 

THERE is no way of life so humble and 
common-place but it may become a way 
of the Cross, and end in a Calvary ; and the true 
Christian is he who, whatever he may know or 
think of Christ, knows when he ought, like 
Christ, to face suffering and death, and is deter- 
mined and ready to do so. The poor woman who 
will tend her sick, though she may sicken and die 
herself of the fatal infection ; the weak mother who 
will toil for her little ones, though she knows it is 
her own life she is giving them to save theirs ; 
the struggling merchant or shopkeeper, who will 
face bankruptcy and ruin rather than make his way 
by customary lies and sanctioned fraud ; the man of 
any trade, artizan, physician, statesman, minister, 
writer, who from his heart prefers disgrace, and 
misery, and death, to false professions and weak 
compliances, and wrong-doing — these and such as 
these it is who have verily and indeed 'eaten 
of the flesh of Christ and drunk of his blood.* 

Charles Hargrove. 
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Thou therefore^ my child^ be strengthened in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus, 

And the things which thou hast heard from me among 
many witnesses^ the same commit thou to faithful men^ 
who shall be able to teach others also. 

Suffer hardship with me^ as a good soldier of Christ 
/^j«^.— II. Timothy ii. 1-3. . 

WE are born, not only to be happy, but to 
endure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. Our endurance saves and strengthens 
others of whom we know not, and knits our own 
character into the power and worth of ia veteran of 
the cross. To be fit to live is to be fit to die. 
Until we can learn to live bravely, we cannot die 
bravely. — Stopford A, Brooke, 

Be not discouraged ! Life can be nobly used; 
the world can be overcome; we have Christ's 
word for it, and Christ's life for it. . . . And so, 
though it be hard sometimes to * learn to labour 
and to wait,' you will not let your hearts be too 
much troubled. What are we all but children, 
passing through a training school in this world, 
and destined, if we be but faithful in a very little, 
to find our abiding home in the eternal joy of our 
Lord ? — W, M, Ainsworth, 



86 



Digitized 



by Google 



MARCH 27. 



He that doth not take his cross and follow after me^ is 
not worthy of me. 

He thatfindeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake shall find it, — Matthew x. 38, 39. 

TURN the torment of sorrow into comfort 
given to others ; regret not the sacrifice 
which has planted a new life in your heart, if the 
pain has been endured at the command of duty. 
Look sorrow in the face, and the light of God will 
dawn upon her countenance. Rest on the spirit 
and impulse of your Master, and look forwards, it 
may be to a lonely life, but to a noble one. O 
win, by constant faith, by an unworldly heart, by 
brave activity in help of men, by looking forward 
with great hopes, the power at last to say, in all 
humility, in the very grasp of death, * It is finished. 
Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.' 

Stop ford A, Brooke, 

We can live so nobly, not in despite of the great 
sorrows and bereavements, but because of them, 
that our life shall be a gospel, though we can 
never write or frame one with our lips. 

Robert Collyer, 
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Be strong and of a good courage, — Deut. xxxi. 6. 

IN the battle of life, men stand shoulder to 
shoulder. Each at his own post. If one 
falls back, his neighbour falters. We may well 
ask ourselves, remembering this, whether we 
think enough of the duty of silence about our 
troubles, lest we cast them needlessly on other 
hearts — whether we think enough of the duty of 
strength^ that we may encourage them to be 
stronger. — Henry Wilder Foote, 

Then I must lay this truth well to my heart, that 
the men who win are very seldom those who are 
always peering and pondering on the dark side. 
They are those who get heaven and the sun for 
the background to their own best striving ; and 
then the fairest fortune possible to us comes 
through that winsome light To lose this is to 
lose my strongest ally, and I put a cheerful 
courage on when I stand with my face to the sun* 

Robert Collyer. 
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MARCH 29. 



As ye go ^ preachy sayings The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand, — Matt. x. 7. 

ABETTER day is coming. The kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand. A purer Christianity, 
however slowly, is to take the place of that which 
bears but its name. Cannot we become the 
heralds of this better day ? Let our hearts bid it 
welcome ! Let our lives reveal its beauty and its 
power I — W, E, Channing. 

What; stand with slackened hands and fallen 
heart before the littleness of your service ! Too 
little, is it, to be perfect in it ? Would you, then, 
if you were Master, risk a greater treasure in the 
hands of such a man ? Oh, there is no man, no 
woman, so small that they car^not make their life 
great by high endeavour ; no sick crippled child 
in its bed that cannot fill a niche of service that 
way in the world. This is the beginning of all 
Gospels — that the kingdom of Heaven is at hand 
just where we are. It is just as near us as our work 
is, for the gate of Heaven for each soul lies in the 
endeavour to do that work perfectly. 

William. C. Gannett. 
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MARCH 30. 



He hath mcuie everything beautiful in its time, 

ECCLESIASTES Hi. II. 

I'^HE beamof light, which for a moment breaks 
the dark cloud of a wintry day, vanishes 
again, and seems to leave the world in deeper 
gloom. And yet that ray of sunshine brings the 
sure revelation of a realm of cloudless light 
beyond, and gives the certain prophecy of the 
summer's glory which shall burst upon the world 
when the storms of winter have passed away. 
And, even so, these seasons of spiritual vision 
give us hints of the power and depth of this life 
of ours, which spmetimes seems so mean and 
small. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, the 
greater possibilities of existence. Let the power 
of the Highest remain with us. Though we 
descend from the mount of God into the dark 
valley, let our face shine with the glory of the 
heavenly vision. Amidst the imbecility and 
monotony and weariness of daily life, let our 
minds be glorified by these grand poetic symbols 
— Love and Beauty, Immortality and God. 

Frank Walters. 
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MARCH 31. 



The wilderness and the solitary place shall be gladj 
and the desert shall rejoice^ and blossom as the rose. 

It shall blossom abundantly ^ and rejoice even with joy 
and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it^ 
the excellency of Car?nel and Sharon; they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God, — Isaiah 

XXXV. I, 2. 

SOON will the Spring be here ; and as we 
wander out to drink in the tender quicken- 
ing influences, we shall feel all around, above and 
beneath, new life ; swelling in the buds and down 
at the roots of the grass ; living in the air, spark- 
ling in the waters of the bay, thrilling in our 
veins, and that life will be the life of God. And 
when the summer months come, and we go and 
lie down beneath the shadow of the great hills, or 
in the aromatic air of the pine woods, we shall 
find the stillness filled with a breathing and palpi- 
tating life ; and that life will be the life of God. 
We shall see the landscape we look out upon to 
be not a painted surface, but an outgrowth from 
the Spirit, — from that God * who out of His own 
beauty maketh all things fair.' — Samuel Longfellow, 
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APRIL 1. 

Their hope is full of Immortality, — Wisdom iii. 4. 

IT singeth low in every heart, 
We hear it each and all, — 
A song of those who answer not. 

However we may call. 
They throng the silence of the breast. 

We see them as of yore, — 
The kind, the brave, the true, the sweet, 
Who walk with us no more. 

Tis hard to take the burden up, 

When these have laid it down ; 
They brightened all the joy of life. 

They softened every frown, 
But oh, 'tis good to think of them, 

When we are troubled sore ! 
Thanks be to God that such have been. 

Although they are no more ! 

More homelike seems the vast unknown. 

Since they have entered there ; 
To follow them were not so hard. 

Wherever they may fare. 
They cannot be where God is not. 

On any sea or shore ; 
Whatever betides, thy love abides, 

Our God, for evermore. 

John White Chadwick, 
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APRIL 2. 

Fellow-citizens with the saints^ and of the household of 
God.— E^H. ii. 19. 

THERE live the elder brethren of the 
creation, the sons of the morning, who 
sang for joy at the creation of our race ; there the 
great and good of all ages and climes ; the true 
heroes of public, and still more of private, life; 
the father, mother, wife, husband, child, who, 
unrecorded by man, have walked before God in 
the beauty of love and self-sacrificing virtue. 
There are all who have built up in our hearts the 
power of goodness and truth, the friends whose 
countenances have shed light through our 
dwellings, and peace and strength through our 
hearts. There they are gathered together, safe 
from every storm, triumphant over evil ; — and they 
say to us. Come and join us in our everlasting 
blessedness ; Come and bear part in our song of 
praise ; Share our adoration, friendship, progress, 
and works of love. They say to us, Cherish 
now in your earthly life that spirit and virtue 
of Christ which is the beginning and dawn of 
Heaven, and we shall soon welcome you, with 
more than human friendship, to our own immor- 
tality. Shall that voice speak to us in vain? 
Shall our worldliness and unforsaken sins separate 
us, by a gulf which cannot be passed, from the 
society of Heaven ? — W, E. Channing. 
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APRIL 3. 

The spirit of adoption^ whereby we cry^ Abba^ Father. 

Romans viii. 15. 

THE great, the good, the holy are united in a 
loving reverence for him who more brightly 
than any other reflected the Divine Image, rose 
into the nearest communion with God, and 
committed himself with the most perfect trust and 
dependence to his Father's will. They clasp 
brotherly hands across the limits of a merely 
Sectarian Christianity, bound to one another by 
the fellowship of their common aspiration to have 
the same mind which was in him, and knowing 
that * as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God.' — -James Drummond, 

A RELIGIOUS man, of Christ's order, is not one 
who believes in certain doctrines about God and 
desires to live in conformity with those doctrines : 
he is one who is in personal communion with God 
Himself, — whose spirit looks to the Holy Spirit for 
light and love and peace by the direct action of 
Soul on Soul, — whose faith rests ultimately upon 
no outward evidences of Divine Goodness, — and 
can be shaken by no conflicting appearances, — 
upon no doubtful reasonings, and upon no un- 
certain philosophy, but upon the experiences of a 
living and inward action of God's spirit as a fact of 
consciousness. — John, Hamilton Thom, 
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APRIL 4. 

Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel oj 
C^n>/.— Philipfians i. 27. 

TRUE Christianity is not to be always talking 
about Christ, heaping up elaborate proofs 
of his divine commission, and discoursing of his 
nature and miracles, but rather to live Christ's 
Kfe and to breathe Christ's spirit ; to dwell with 
him in the God of love ; fervently doing all good, 
freely embracing all truth, and rejoicing with 
simple gladness of heart in all the beautiful 
things with which God's universe is so richly 
stored. The life of a true Christian is a perpetual 
trust, a holy sympathy, a ceaseless aspiration. 

John James Tayler. 

It is the love and kindness of human hearts 
through which the divine reality comes home to 
men, whether they name it or not. 

G, S, Merrtant. 

Let us rise into blest assurance that every- 
where and for ever we are enfolded, penetrated, 
guarded, guided, kept by the power of the 
Father and the Friend who can never forsake 
us ; and that all spirits who have begun to seek 
know, love, and serve the All Perfect one on 
earth, shall be re-united in a celestial home, and 
be welcomed together into the Freedom of the 
Universe, and the Perpetual Light of His 
Presence. — W, E, Channing. 
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APRIL 5. 

The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit^ 
that we are children of God : and if children^ then heirs; 
heirs of God^ and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him^ that we may be also glorified with him, 

Romans viii. i6, 17. 

IS there one of us to whom the pure law of 
Christ, so lovely to see, so deep and musical 
to hear, lies realised in the past ? Or, does it yet 
look down on us from the future, through sad 
and heavenly eyes, as a distant * counsel of per- 
fection,* and still call us, after all these years, 
* Come unto me, ye heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest ? * — James Martineau. 

Christ was not so much a wonderful teacher 
as he was a wonderful fulfilment ; he came not to 
give a new moral code, but to live a life, and in 
that life to realise all moral aspiration. In him 
moral beauty is no longer an abstraction ; it is 
warm, living, and concrete ; we can now believe 
in it, and we are moved by thai glorious, pathetic 
life to believe that great moral achievement is no 
impossible thing for us. Following a leader as 
we could never follow a maxim, we do and 
conquer a thousand things we should otherwise 
never attempt. What we receive from him is 
moral impulse — not a letter, but a spirit. 

Joseph Wood. 
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APRIL 6. 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus y 
that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body. 

11. Cor. iv. lo. 

GOD throws us upon a rugged universe. He 
demands from us each hour a fresh force, 
a living power, new growths, new combinations, 
new beauties of character and life. Our flesh 
craves for settled and quiet ways, ease, in- 
dulgence, pleasure, self-gratification, self-aggran- 
disement. These, if indulged, would soon eat 
out the vitals of our religious life. God pro- 
claims the law of conflict with them, to arouse 
us from our ease, to lash our reluctant spirits to 
earnestness and conflict, to capture the appetites 
and make them the servants of reason and love, 
to sacrifice our selfishness and selfish aims, and 
to adopt the cross, the sacrifice of Christ*s life, 
the sacrifice of Christ's death, as our ideal. 

George Brown, 

When you really believe in the religion of 
Jesus Christ, the religion of perfect love, you 
cannot live a selfish, worldly life. The love of 
personal ease, of pleasure, of position, of wealth, 
are all subdued by a greater love ; and, by your 
faith, you rise above them and win the victory 
over every worldly thought. And a victory there 
must be one way or the other. Either we must 
overcome the world, or the world will overcome 
us. — C /. Perry. 
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APRIL 7. 



O my Father^ if it be possible y let this cup pass away 
from me : nevertheless ^ not as I will^ but as thou wilt. 

Matt. xxvi. 39. 

WE, too, like our great leader, must be made 
p)erfect through suffering ; but the 
struggle by night will bring the calmness of 
the morning ; the hour of exceeding sorrow will 
prepare the day of god-like strength ; the prayer 
for deliverance calls down the power of endurance. 
And while to the reluctant their cross is too 
heavy to be borne, it grows light to the heart 
of willing trust. — fames Martineau, 

The real history of Christianity would be the 
story of lives lived in faith and hope, manifesting 
themselves by patience and meekness under trial, 
or by energy and heroism in the time of need ; 
lives lowly or exalted that were full of kindly and 
helpful deeds, devoted and self-forgetful IJves — in 
a word, lives that had been touched by that of 
Jesus, or by those that had been touched by his. 
It is the history of these lives that have formed 
an unbroken series during these nineteen hundred 
years that would be a history of Christianity 
worthy of the name. — Charles Carroll Everett, 
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APRIL 8. 



/ determined not to know anything among you save 
Jesus Christy and him crucified. — I. COR. ii. 2. 

IN the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o'er the wrecks of time ; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life overtake me, 
Hopes deceive and fears annoy ; 

Never shall the cross forsake me, 
Lo 1 it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way. 
From the cross the radiance streaming. 

Adds more lustre to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure. 

By the cross are sanctilfied ; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o'er the wrecks of time ; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

John Bowring, 
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APRIL 9. 

We received, not the spirit of the worlds but the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us by God. 

For who hath known the mind of the Lord^ that he 
should instruct him f But we have the mind of Christ, 

I. Cor. ii. 12, i6. 

TO understand Christ's rank, I should esteem 
a privilege ; yet I may know this, and be 
no better and happier for the truth. But to 
discern the beauty, loveliness, harmony, and 
grandeur of his mind — this is a knowledge 
which cannot but exert a creative and purifying 
power on everyone who can attain to it. 

W, E. Channing. 

Whoever, then, would have the peace of 
Christ, let him seek first the spirit of Christ. 
Let him not fret against the conditions which 
God assigns to his being, but reverently conform 
himself to them, and do and enjoy the good they 
allow. Let him cast himself freely on the career 
to which the secret persuasion of duty points, 
without reservation of happiness or self ; and in 
the exercise which its difficulties give to his 
understanding, its conflicts to his will, its 
humanities to his affections, he shall find that 
united action of his whole and best nature, that 
inward harmony, that moral order which emanci- 
pates from the anxieties of self, and unconsciously 
yields the divinest repose.— /aw^5 Martineau. 
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APRIL 10. 

Beloved^ let us love one another: for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is begotten of Gody and knoweth 
God, He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love,— I, John iv. 7, 8. 

WHEN our hearts are full of love, then we 
begin to see God and to know Him. 
Why did Christ see and know his Father? Be- 
cause he loved enough to say, * Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do/ We 
shall get nearer to the spirit of Christ, and closer 
to God's heart, by our ardent forgiveness of a 
wrong, even of the little wrongs you think done 
to you in every-day life, than by a thousand 
prayers. It is not so hard to see the Infinite 
Father, though some men make it hard by words ; 
but there is one way you can always see Him. 
It is by loving well enough to ' forgive wrong. 
* Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy ; ' and the mercy they obtain is house-room 
in the heart of God. — Stopford A, Brooke, 

To some most true and faithful lives, the 
divine word never comes with any rapture or 
ecstasy at all, but only like 'daily bread' — a 
simple, quiet faith, arming the soul for duty, and 
keeping it unshaken before all danger. 

G, S, Merriam, 
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APRIL 11. 

He that hath seen me hath seen the Father, — John xiv. 9. 

I BELIEVE it true that in every man there 
is more than man, and in each hosom a 
mystery too deep to fathom — a position admitted 
by the Christian doctrine of the Holy Spirit ; but 
vulgar prejudice dishonours that which is common ; 
and while in us the human is apt to set up for 
itself and obscure the divine, in Christ it becomes 
the submissive organ of the higher Spirit, and the 
glory of the man is made subservient to the mani- 
festation of Qo^,— James Drummond. 

Heaven is in truth revealed to us in every 
pure affection of the human heart, and in every 
wise and beneficent action that uplifts the soul in 
adoration and gratitude. For heaven is only 
purity, wisdom, benevolence, joy, peace, in their 
perfected form. Thus the immortal life may be 
said to surround us perpetually. Some beams of 
its glory shine upon us in whatever is lovely, 
heroic, and virtuously happy in ourselves or in 
others. The pure mind carries heaven within 
itself, and manifests that heaven to all around. 

W, E, Channing, 

The sun, moon, and stars do not shine more 
clearly in the sky, than the lives of the saints of 
God in all churches and all nations. 

Henry W, Crosskey, 
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APRIL 12. 

And he said unto all^ If any man would come after 
mey let him deny himself and take up his cross daily ^ and 
follow me. 

For whosoever would save his life shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake^ the same shall 
save it, — LUKE ix. 23, 24. 

TWO things are to be remembered : firsts 
that effort is not necessarily pain, often 
indeed in itself the highest joy, and always 
essential to it ; and secondly, that self-denial is 
not the denial of all our desires, for at least there 
must be one desire permitted to have its way, one 
desire indulged, and that the highest of all, the 
master of all, the desire to be one with God, since 
that is the very desire out of which the denial of 
self proceeds. — John Hamilton Ihont, 

Begin by denying yourself, and by and by 
you forget yourself The kindness which was at 
first just a duty becomes a pleasure and a joy. 
Self-denial becomes glorified into self-forgetful- 
ness. — Brooke Herford, 

All trouble has its need in the mind of God. 
It is to do some good, to bring some power to 
others, to ennoble or to make happier some who 
are ignoble or unhappy. * My God,' we then cry, 
* take me — use me for mankind I Give me Thy 
companionship, that I may bear, work through, 
and conquer all the evil in my sorrow I Give me 
love, that I may make my pain into the power of 
help ! ' — Stopford A, Brooke. 
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APRIL 13. 

That which was from the beginnings that which we 
Junje heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that 
which we beheld, and our hands handled, concerning the 
Word of life {and the life was manifested, and we have 
seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you the life, the 
eternal life^ which was with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us); that which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us: yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ : and these things we write, that our 
joy may be fulfilled, — I. John i. 1-4. 

THE disciple who has learned of Jesus to 
look to God not only as the maker of his 
being, but as the Father of his spirit, feels that in 
this sublime relation lies the ground of all his 
hope, for God has formed us to enter into fellow- 
ship with Himself Out of this springs that view 
alike of man's duty and destiny summed up in the 
saying, * Be ye perfect even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.* In setting this forth as 
the aim of the children of the Highest, Jesus 
implicitly postulated immortality. 

y. Estlin Carpenter. 

Here, then, we rest : not primarily in the 
Church, nor in the letter of Scripture, but in the 
lowly Son of Man have we seen the Word of God 
full of grace and truth ; and hiding this Divine 
Thought in our hearts, we would make it the 
secret force of our act ivity, and whatever may be 
,our pursuits, rise into fellowship with Christ in 
the reverent worship of God and the loving 
service of mankind. — -James Drummond, 
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APRIL 14. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before^ and laid thine hand 
upon me, — Psalm cxxxix. 5. 

WHAT reason have we to think any other 
station in the universe more sanctifying 
than our own ? There is none, so far as we can 
tell, under the more immediate touch of God ; 
none, whence sublimer deeps are open to adora- 
tion ; none, murmuring with the whisper of more 
thrilling affections, or ennobled as the theatre of 
more glorious duties. The dimness we deplore 
no travelling would cure; the most perfect of 
observatories will not serve the blind ; we carry 
our darkness with us ; and instead of wandering 
to fresh scenes, and blaming our planetary atmo- 
sphere, and flying over creation for a purer air, it 
behoves us, in simple faith, to sit by our own 
wayside and cry, * Lord, that we may receive our 
sight.' — James Martineau, 

Time passes. Sterling said : * We paint our 
lives in fresco; with every stroke which our hand 
gives, the ductile material changes into stone.' 
What have we painted in the past week ? The 
pictures stand there in our memories ineffaceable. 
What shall we paint in the galleries next week 
that God now flings open to us ? 

W, H, Channing. 
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APRIL 15. 



Whither shall I go from thy spirit^ or whither shall I flee 

from thy presence f — PsALM cxxxix. 7. 
The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God, 

I. Cor. ii. 10. 

IF only our hearts were pure, and set on 
God in simple trust, what strength and 
spiritual patience might wait upon the thought 
that the future, essentially considered, must be a 
development of the divine germs that are in the 
present, that nothing is lost, that nothing has 
irrecoverably gone from us, that nothing is 
unavenged or unrewarded, that all the seeds of 
life we have kept in our hearts shall remain with 
us to render in full measures the blessedness they 
enlold 1 For the moment of death can make no 
spiritual change in the soul : only, all that inter- 
cepts judgment is then removed, and we stand 
face to face with retribution. 'After death the 
judgment' It is the crisis in the spirit's history : 
the reality, the full truth as to what we are, and 
what we deserve, can no longer be evaded or 
ignored. We shall then begin to know, even as 
we are known. The infinite variety of human 
character must all appear again, with nothing 
intrinsically altered, unless it be in the lost power 
of hiding from ourselves. — John Hamilton Thorn, 
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APRIL 16. 



The things which are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen ate eternal, — II. COR. iv. i8. 

IT were, indeed, a vain and presumptuous thing 
to say that anyone of us can establish him- 
self in a life which shall be independent of all 
that Time can give or take away ; but none the 
less, just those things that Time cannot touch 
constitute our dearest wealth. Just in so far as 
we have love which shall survive, though that to 
which it clings be taken away from us, — in so far 
as we have wisdom which shall abide, though the 
knowledge from which it was gathered fade away 
— ^in so far as our fruition has brought us to a 
sense of the worth of life which will triumph over 
any downfall or wretchedness that may be in 
store for us — in so far as our sorrow has brought 
us into the wide fellowship of human suffering and 
anguish, and given us a tenderness that shall en- 
dure through years of placid comfort, should flow 
over us — in so far as we have reached a life not 
subject to change or the workings of Time — so far 
we have some sense of eternal realities, so far we 
may feel that we see God, and may, though with 
awe-struck humility, ask whether haply in some 
measure we are seeing as God sees. 

Phiiip H. Wtcksteed, 
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APRIL 17. 

Let us rejoice in hope of the glory of God, And not 
only so^ but let us also rejoice in our tribulations: knowing 
that tribulcUion worketh patience; and patience y probation; 
and probation^ hope : and hope putteth not to shame; be- 
cause the love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit which was given unto us. 

Romans v. 2-5. 

THE religious frame of spirit that we most 
need to gain is to feel that God is near to 
us ; that He upholds and blesses us ; that He is 
near to us always ; that all things are filled with His 
presence ; that the universe around us is not so 
much a standing monument as a living expression 
of His goodness ; that all which we enjoy is not 
so much benevolence, sending down its gifts from 
afar to us, as it is the energy of His love working 
within us. — Orville Dewey, 

The more the sense of personal relationship to 
God deepens, the more religion takes a strong 
and vital hold upon us, and we realize more fully 
our personal union with that Eternal Self, the 
Father within us, out of whose living presence 
arise all our aspirations for truth, all our ideals of 
perfection, all those yearnings of divine love which 
raise us above our finite selves, the more assured 
and confident we become that ideas of death and 
final separation are wholly inapplicable to this felt 
spiritual relationship with the Eternal Cause and 
ground of all existence. We feel with Jesus, 
^ He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.^ 

Charles B, Upton, 
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APRIL 18. 

The first man is of the earthy earthy : the second man 
is of heaven. 

As is the earthy^ such are they also that are earthy : 
and as is the heavenly^ such are they also that are heavenly. 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy^ we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly, — I. COR. xv. 47-49. 

I TELL you it is no matter what you may come 
to be, as the result of your true and honest 
life. Men may revile you and cast you out ; but 
through it all, if you are true to God, you shall 
feel that there is a life of the soul that pales all 
other in its exceeding glory. — Robert Gollyer, 

It is the privilege of faithfulness to be led for- 
ward to weightier responsibilities, and in more 
strenuous tasks to find the sympathy and support 
of God. This expansion of its powers is no arbi- 
trary reward ; it is the spiritual consequence of 
the energies and affections of its whole career, 
and springs from them as the flower from the root. 
It is the unfolding of the innate capacities of the 
soul. It blossoms into loveliness as if it opened 
spontaneously to the Father^s smile. It finds its 
own fulfilment in working out His perfect pur- 
poses. From the human side its cry arises — 
* Give us the wages of going on, and not to die.* 
and from the divine side is heard the answering 
summons — * Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.* 

y. Estlin Carpenter, 
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APRIL 19. 

Peace I leave with you , my peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled,— ]Olx^ xiv. 27. 

OH, God ! it is very bitter that love, sweetest 
of all blessings, means parting and bit- 
terest of sorrows, — that life, the supreme gift, 
involves death in its very terms. But here we 
find assurance that love is stronger than death, 
and that the death which removes the body from 
this scene cannot destroy the man, the child of 
God. — Charles Hargrove, 

It is impossible to say that the dead have no 
influence on our lives. They touch us from the 
past. Their living soul is flashed on ours. We 
walk through life like men who make their way 
through an Alpine valley, dark below, but from 
the upper edge of whose precipices sweeps back 
an upland country bathed in light. Thither come 
to us from beneath, the whispers of the upper 
hills : sweet waters that fall down and carry with 
them flowers unknown below ; and through the 
serried pines, sometimes the flashing of a light 
unspeakable. For so to us arrive at hours, when 
the soul is intent, the mystic hints, the rare 
voices, the inspiration whence we know not, of 
that vast world of souls beyond, of the great and 
good made perfect. — Stopford A. Brooke, 
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APRIL 20. 

Wherefore^ my beloved brethren^ be ye stedfast, unmove- 
able J always abounding in the work of the Lord^ forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not vain in the Lord, 

I Cor. XV. 58. 

IT is good for us to be brought under the 
habitual sense of immortality^ of all that we 
sum up in the word Heaven, as the kingdom of 
God, a realm of life in which His Spirit rules — 
not for lure or threat, but that our true nature 
may take its independent course in the simple 
faith that God is the instinct of our souls. The 
one right use of our faith in immortality is neither 
as bribe nor as menace, but simply to free us 
from all disturbance about the consequences of 
righteous action, to give us strength to look singly 
at the quality of our life^ not at all at its results. It 
is good for us to be wherever we may grow in this 
simple confidence in God and in goodness, and in 
whatever is involved in their eternity ; to regard 
death as the day of our birth into a world where 
we shall enjoy and learn as we have affections, 
capacities, desires, habits of being, which will 
place us in fellowship with the light and love 
which alone have free course there ; or where we 
shall suffer and learn as we have passions, habits, 
and desires which find not their home with God, 
in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. — John Hamilton Thorn. 
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APRIL 21. 

They that fear the Lord will prepare their hearts^ and 
humble their souls in his sight ^ saying: We will fall into 
the hands of the Lord^ and not into the hands of men; for 
as his majesty is^ so is his mercy. 

ECCLESIASTICUS ii. 17, 1 8^ 

THE germs of an immortal growth are within 
us now, and will spring up, not by the 
bruising and crushing of our nature, but by its 
glorious opening out. We are here to try and 
train our faculties for great achievements and har- 
monious residence within the will of God. Nor is 
the theatre unworthy of our best endeavours. 
Only let us not, in action or in suffering, sink 
down upon the present moment, as if that were all. 
Amid the strife and sorrow that await us, let us 
remember that the ills of life are not here on their, 
own account, but are the divine challenge and 
god-like wrestling in the night with our too reluc- 
tant wills ; and since, thus regarded, they are 
truly evil no more, let us embrace the conflict 
manfully, and fear no defeat to any faithful will. 

James Marttneau, 

The impulse to patiently wait and the impulse 
to trust are both the voice in the soul of that 
eternal power on which it is stayed. 

C S. Merriam. 

The increase of knowledge includes the in- 
crease of sorrow ; but the knowledge of the depth 
of sorrow is the gate of a divine joy. 

Stopford A. Brooke, 
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APRIL 22. 

Follow after peace with all men^ and the sanctification 
without which no man shall see the Lord: looking care- 
fully lest there be any man thatfcUleth short of the grace 
of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble 
you, — Hebrews xii. 14, 15. 

WHEN we entertain a friend, certain to leave 
us on the morrow for a long, far-away 
journey, how anxious we are to make him feel 
the full warmth of our affection. No sign by 
which we can show our love, however slight and 
trifling, is willingly forgotten. When we re- 
member that, although it has become a familiar 
custom — an ordinary matter of course — to be in 
each other's company, we may yet be parted 
to-morrow, are we not warned that there ought to 
be more diligence of love, more thoughtfulness of 
heart in our daily intercourse ? I suppose no one 
has ever lost a dear friend without sorrowing that 
while there was opportunity he did not sufficiently 
make known all he felt. Memory brings sadly 
back a hundred occasions on which more might 
have been done to brighten and gladden the days 
of the departed one. While we yet remain 
alive, God gives us the chance of lessening 
for the future the burden of such regrets by 
our better and tenderer faithfulness to those 
around us. No message from the grave comes to 
us with clearer distinctness than this. 

Henry W, Crosskey. 
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APRIL 23. 



We know and have believed the love which God hath 
in us, God is lovej and he that abide th in love abideth 
in Gody and God abideth in him. — I JOHN iv. i6. 

HAS that trouble smitten me for which I 
think there is no healing? Are those 
who were the very light of my life taken while 
I am left — the lambs in the flock, the youth in its 
fair bloom, the manhood or womanhood in its 
perfect prime? It is a great and sore trouble. 
God forbid that I should say otherwise. How 
can I ? And, if I could, Jesus would rebuke me, 
weeping beside a grave. But may not the trouble 
within the trouble for the most of us be this : that 
we look in toward the shadows so ruthlessly, stand 
with our back to the sun, peer into the vault, 
nurse our vast and awful sorrow, and let this 
make havoc of us beyond all measure, instead of 
trying to find the place where the sunlight of the 
immortal life will smite through the trouble and 
stir us to a new hope and expectation ? The one 
true way, I will tell my heart then, is to set our 
graves even against this background of heaven 
and the great and sure hope of man. Good 
Bishop Home says : ' Wormwood eaten with 
bread is not bitter.' Well, let me eat my worm- 
wood, then, with the Bread of Life. 

Robert Collyer, 



114 



Digitized 



by Google 



APRIL 24. 

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father^ from 
-whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that 
Jie would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, 
that ye may be strengthened with power through his Spirit 
in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith ; to the end that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be strong to apprehend with all the 
saints what is the breculth and length and height and depth 
and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, 
ihat ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God, 

Ephesians iii. 14-19. 

WHEN we speak of higher orders of beings, 
of angels and archangels, we are apt to 
conceive of distinct kinds or races of beings, 
separated from us and from each other by im- 
passable barriers. But it is not so. All minds 

are of one family All minds are 

essentially of one origin, one nature, kindled from 
-ont divine flame, ^nd are all tending to one 
-centre, one happiness. — W, E. Channing, 

To all who have been faithful in this dim life 
here on earth, a wonderful revelation shall surely 
-come. We none of us see now more than in a 
mirror darkly. The God in Whom we believe, to 
Whom we pray, is but the faint image of the God 
that is. And when the soul is quickened into that 
fuller life, then shall it surely know God and see 
God as it is given to none of us to know and see 
Him yet. — Richard A, Armstrong, 
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APRIL 25. 

Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man 
is decaying^ yet our inward man is renewed day by day. 
The things which are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal, — II. COR. iv. i6, i8. 

NO pure and simple life, true to itself, true to 
its Maker, was ever lived on this earth, 
that was not a voice on God's behalf, however 
still and small ; and that did not, in its sincere 
and humble way, declare a hope and reveal a faith 
which might well be the evidence of things unseen. 

Alexander Gordon, 

When the 'grand portal' has opened and 
shut close to us, and we are left with straining 
gaze outside, the * wicket-gate ' seems to give 
comfort. It seems to grant some little vision 
into the hidden heart of things, suggesting that 
the darkness everywhere holds possibilities better 
even than our hopes. Save for the flower-fact, 
who could have dreamed that such beauty lurked 
in the dark earth, was latent in the tiny seed ? 
So we place the flowers around the still, cold 
face ; we lay them on our soldiers' graves ; we 
bring them to the sick room and the bedside of 
the dying ; and everywhere, after words fail and 
even music hushes, their presence is a voiceless, 
unconfuted argument that the Power within all 
silences and pains and tragedies is Love, and 
that the possibilities of life are infinite. 

William C. Gannett, 
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APRIL 26. 

The world passeth away^ and the lust thereof : but he 
that doeth the will of God abidethfor ever.— I JOHN ii. 17. 

For this corruptible must put on incorrupHon^ and this 
mortal must put on immortality. But when this corrupt- 
ible shall have put on incorruptiony and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality^ then shall come to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory, 

I Cor. XV. 53, 54. 

IT is not extent of power, but the rectitude of 
its exercise ; not intellect, but spiritual- 
mindedness ; not what the world calls cleverness, 
but simple fidelity to duty ; not the resources of 
a highly-disciplined and richly-stored understand- 
ing, but the sweetness and purity of the affections 
of the heart, which point most clearly and steadily 
to a higher life with God beyond the veil now 
drawn between visible and invisible things. It is 
the just, the pure-hearted, the unselfish and the 
unworldly, that we at once think of as the fitting 
inhabitants of the heavenly world. 

John James Tayler, 

We can have this deepest life by beginning to 
live for God. Curb your passions. Begin from 
this moment to listen to the inward voice. Con- 
secrate your heart. Meditate upon the Infinite as 
the holiest and the best, set forth for our worship 
not in the stars so clearly as in the heart of 
Christ. Education is no more certain to bring 
knowledge than the humble obedience to these 
conditions is sure to bring the diviner life. 

Thomas Starr King, 
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APRIL 27. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments 
and his ways past tracing out I For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord f or who hath been his counsellor f or 
who hath first given to him^ and it shall be recompensed 
unto him agam f For of him, and through him, and unto 
him are all things. To him be glory for ever, Am£n. 

Romans xi. 33-36. 

BE my soul — ^would that I were worthy ! — 
with saintly doctors of the Church and 
holy outcasts from all Churches : with all who 
have striven to know God through whatever mist 
of earthly misconception : with all who, in spite 
of misconception, have learned to love Him. In 
heaven at least all controversies will be hushed, 
all vain self-confidence humbled, all proud judg- 
ments put to shame : it will be enough that God 
should know His own ; that they, the dimness of 
their earthly vision at last purged, should pass 
from faith to sight. — Charles Beard. 

The world has never yet learnt Christ's few 
simple lessons about heaven: the world has 
always been too ambitious, too selfish, too much 
the victim of pomp and splendour, to understand 
them : the world does not understand them yet. 
We are all too gross, too materialistic, too earthly, 
to comprehend even so much as the rudiments of 
the life of heaven. And yet it is a perfect 
simplicity. The happy life of heaven is the life 
of purified affections, of guileless hearts, of love 
and trust, beautiful as those that often win us so 
in little children. —/oA;/ Page Hopps, 
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APRIL 28. 

For we knoTb that if the earthly house of our tabernacle 
be dissolved we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands^ eternal^ in the heavens, — II. COR. v. i. 

AS for the question, where heaven is, I think 
it sufficient to answer, that it is wherever 
true and holy spirits are; wherever perfect 
sympathy with God is enjoyed ; wherever the 
cheering presence of our heavenly Father is inly 
felt — putting pain and sorrow and care to flight — 
diffusing a serene joy over the soul, a peace of 
God that passeth understanding, which the world 
can neither give nor take away. 

Joseph Hutton. 

I EMBRACE with an unspeakable gratitude and 
joy the purer hope that is set before us, sajdng in 
the reverent because reticent tones of the 
Scripture : There is an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. There 
is a home of many mansions for the souls of earth. 
There is a new heaven, a new earth, a holy city, 
yet before us. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart conceived, of the joys that God has 
prepared for them that love Him ; but wearied 
ones shall find rest there, and weepers shall dry 
their tears ; the slave shall no more fear the 
voice of his master, the wronged shall be righted, 
and the persecuted for righteousness* sake be 
blessed. — Charles Wicksteed. 
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APRIL 29. 



Therefore lei us a/so, seeing we are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us, 

Hebrews xii. i. 

IF our own, whom we have known and loved, 
who have worked with us, and left us example 
how to work, if they all are on that shore and 
watch and wait to welcome us — then indeed we 
are not alpne, and our task in the world is no 
hopeless one. We do but take up and carry on 
the great work of humanity which God has in 
hand; we are not aliens to the past, and those 
yet unborn who shall come after will not be 
strangers to us. There is a communion of living 
and dead wider than that of any church member- 
ship : the unseen outnumber us all who live in 
the body a thousand fold, and though they be 
dead and buried, yet have they not come to an 
end who even here have * risen with Christ,* not 
to a new life in the body but to higher life in the 
spirit. What matters it that we know them not, 
that they are hid from our eyes ? Yet a little 
while and we too shall enter upon that life, and 
that world be ours. — Charles Hargrove, 



120 



Digitized 



by Google 



APRIL 30. 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be s^ladj 
and the desert shall rejoice^ and blossom as the rose, 

Isaiah xxxv. i. 

HOW certain it is, this Resurrection of the 
Spring I . . . The green tide comes 
pouring up from the south, pressing over the hills 
and running through the river-valleys, and 
presently not one inch that can wear green but is 
bathed in the living glory. The trees, swelling 
with buds, set their brown nets in its path, and 
soon the meshes are full of crinkled leafage and 
the white and crimson of the blossoms ; and 
mosses wake and steal into their rooty arms, and 
the vines creep up their bodies. No secret place 
is left unvisited by Spring. The lone plant in a 
desert, the seed buried under a dead leaf in the 
wood or prisoned in the crevice of a city pave- 
ment, the stick-dry bush we hung up in the cellar 
last November out of sight, the very potatoes in 
the barrel, — all hear the whisper and feel the 
touch and turn to life again. Within the room of 
a sick girl, in a foul city-garret, stands a solitary 
rose in an earthen pitcher, cut off, like a caged 
bird, from the companionship of kin. The Spring, 
ilying over, knows the spot, stops, and bids the 
plant and the sick one turn again to life and 
beauty. — William C Gannett, 
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/ saw a new heaven and a new earth. 

Revelation xxi. i. 

FATHER, Thy wonders do not singly stand, 
Nor far removed where feet have seldom 
strayed ; 
Around us ever lies the enchanted land. 

In marvels rich to Thine own sons displayed. 

In finding Thee are all things round us found, 
In losing Thee are all things lost beside ; 

Ears have we, but in vain sweet voices sound, 
And to our eyes the vision is denied. 

Open our eyes that we that world may see ! 

Open our ears that we Thy voice may hear I 
And in the spirit-land may ever be, 

And feel Thy presence with us always near. 

No more to wander 'mid the things of time. 
No more to suffer death or earthly change ; 

But with the Christian's joy and faith sublime. 
Through all Thy vast eternal scenes to range. 

Jones Very, 
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MAY 2. 

/ will hear what God the Lord will speak : 
For he will speak peace unto his people. 

Psalm Ixxxv. 8. 

I SPOKE of companionship. In its calmly up- 
lifted mood we become receivers of the Power 
beyond ourselves. Doubtless, whenever we act 
in the line of the action of that Power, in doing 
the things that are just, pure, true, and loving, 
we are receivers of the Life that then flows into 
and through our will. But also when, withdrawn 
from outward action, we think and feel, that 
quickening spirit of truth and love and peace 
flows into our conscious souls. And so prayer 
is an inlet of God into our spirits, and lifts us 

above ourselves The essence of 

prayer is reverent and trustful seeking ; the 
earnest desire, the upward look, and the con- 
fiding will. Whether these take form in acts, in 
words, or in thought and feeling alone, they are 
true prayer, and bring the answer and blessing of 
prayer. — Samuel Longjelhw. 

God is near, — a besetting God, on the right 
hand and on the left, ever educating, disciplining, 
helping His child, and striving to save and bless 
him. The world is full of God ; the soul is full 
of God; for He is the omnipresent and all- 
pervading Spirit of the universe. 

H. W. Bellows, 
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The heavens declare the glory of God, — Psalm xix. i. 

GET rid of yourself by finding and studying 
God's character, God's beauty, in the 
natural world, in that magnificent and changing 
order and loveliness through which He expresses 
His thought. Rejoice in His majesty in the 
mountains. His harmony in the march of the 
suns and seasons. His calm and power in the 
sleep and storm of the seas and skies. His 
endless variety within a perfect unity of beauty 
in all that woodland and cloud and stream and 
moor teach us when we love them dearly. Simple 
joys will then awaken and live within you — joys 
that bring with them no jealousies, no heart- 
burnings, no deceit, and no temptations. Love 
God's world, and you will not love yourself. 

Stop ford A, Brooke, 

Our love of Nature has an affinity with the 
love of God, and was meant as a preparation for 
it ; for the harmonies of Nature are His wisdom 
made visible ; the heavens, so sublime, are a 
revelation of His immensity ; and the beauty of 
creation images to us His overflowing love and 
blessedness. To us, hardly anything seems 
plainer than that the soul was made for God. 

W, E. Channing. 
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In him we live and move and have our being. 

Acts xvii. 28. 

WHEN thus we fear to quench His spirit^ 
God will not suffer our time to be a 
dreary and unconsecrated thing. Swept by the 
very borders of His garment, we shall not look 
far for His glorifying presence. The poorest out- 
ward condition will do nothing to obliterate the 
solemnity from life. Nay, ol nothing may we be 
more sure than this ; that if we cannot sanctify 
our present lot, we could sanctify no other. Our 
heaven and our Almighty Father are there or 
nowhere. — James Martineau, 

The soul, by its very constitution, is near to 
God, and lives in and from Him. God is not afar 
oflF, but here with us, permeating our very being, 
and communicating strength, wisdom, and peace, 
according to our willingness to receive Him. 

H. W. Bellows, 

Heaven is as present now as ever it will be. 
God is here in His magnificence to-day, as He is 
in the courts of the angels. We must not dream 
of postponing our Heaven. We must prepare to 
enter in now by loyal service of God every 
instant. — W, H, Channing, 
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Behold J make all things new. — Revelation xxi. 5. 

THANK God for the Resurrection thoughts 
which the spring months bring to us I We 
die to live again. We die that we may live again. 
Nothing is quickened save it die. Mortality is 
the condition of all immortality. What echoes 
we have wakened of this truth ! The opening 
spring prints it off on every hi)l-side in illuminated 
text of leaf and flower. The suns in the heaven 
are blazing it. The nations in their history repeat 
it. The sin-experience in which we first find God 
reveals it. The passing movement of each man's 
and woman's life is ringing gladly with it. Our 
dead friend's memory recalls it. The mystery of 
each instant's life flashes it far backward through 
the past, far forward through the future. We 
find, as always with these central facts of Nature, 
that the best and highest meaning of the truth 
belongs to ourselves, — so completely is Man a 
part of all, so completely is all represented in 
Man. Our word * Resurrection ' seems to con- 
centrate the history of the universe, to whisper 
the secret of the life of God ! 

William C Gannett, 
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/ saidy I will water my garden bedj and lo^ my 
brook became a river ^ and my river becam£ a sea, 

ECCLESIASTICUS xxiv. 3I. 

INTO all our lives, in many simple, familiar, 
homely ways, God, who has made us what 
we are, infuses this element of joy from the sur- 
prises of life, which unexpectedly brighten our 
days and fill our eyes with light, — and it may be 
with a tear,— as our heart is touched with the 
thought of His unlooked-for goodness. He 
drops this added sweetness into His children's 
cup and makes it to run over. The success we 
were not counting upon ; the blessing we were 
not trying after ; the strain of music heard in the 
midst of some drudgery; the beautiful morning 
or sunset picture thrown in as we pass to or from 
our daily business ; the chance-made companion 
who brightens and lightens the else tiresome and 
lonely journey ; the sweet child's face ; a passing 
benediction at the street corner ; the unsought 
word of encouragement or expression of interest 
and sympathy ; the friendly message ; the letter 
which comes to cheer a desolate hour that needed 
it as the writer could not know, — ^these are 
instances of what I mean by the joy given in 
surprise. You may call it accident or chance — it 
often is; you may call it human goodness— it 
often is ; but always, always call it God's love, for 
that is always in it. — Samuel Longfellow. 
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My times are in thy hand. — Psalm xxxi. 15. 

I'^HINK of this human world, with its endless 
pursuits and manifold conditions and its 
myriads of toiling and suffering men, as under the 
guardianship and parental blessing of a just and 
merciful God, who through its varied scenes of 
trial and discipline and sorrow and sin is testing 
principle and fathoming character and ripening, 
in a thousand mysterious ways unsearchable by 
us, the elements of the heavenly world. 

John James Tayler, 

Great and sacred is obedience. He who is 
not able, in the highest majesty of manhood, to 
obey, with clear and open brow, a law higher than 
himself, is barren of all faith and love; and 
tightens his chains, moreover, in the struggle to 
be free. A child-like trust of heart, that can take 
a hand, and wondering walk in paths unknown 
and strange, is the prime requisite of all 
religion. Let the Great Shepherd lead ; and by 
winding ways, not without green pastures and 
still waters, we shall climb insensibly, and reach 
the tops of the everlasting hills, where the winds 
are cool and the sight is glorious. 

James Martineau. 
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As ye abound in everything^ in faith and utterance and 
knowleds^e, and in all earnestness^ and in your love to uSy 
see that ye abound in this grace also, — II COR viii. 7. 

IF religious life is thus the transcript of 
religious faith— a fellowship with the heart 
of God towards all creatures and all things — what 
are the great relations which faith reveals as 
existing between man and God, and through their 
fellowship in God between man and man ? 
Simply, our relation to God is a filial one ; our 
relation to man is a brotherly one. It is not 
amiss to state thus briefly the elements of the 
religious life. Our morality is invigorated and 
refreshed, adorned with a living grace, when it is 
baptized anew at its primal springs, its fountain- 
head. Such is our faith ; and he is an infidel, in 
the only proper sense of that word, whose life 
denies his faith. To such relations only one 
spirit corresponds. Let this at least be laid up in 
our hearts as certain, whatever may remain 
doubtful, — that duty to God is filial devotedness ; 
that duty to man is in the brotherly affection that 
desires to bless him and to do him good. 

John Hamilton Thorn. 

Eternal self-communion is our destiny. Shall 
it be communion with selves that we must abhor 
or despise, or with selves into which we can look 
with gratitude and gladness ? — A. P, Peabody. 
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Ye therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.— Matt. v. 48. 

WE are God's children, of His nature, bom 
in His image, at one with the Father, 
and infinite in Him. This is the most glorious 
truth which we can believe and know. If God 
be the absolute goodness, if He be the source and 
end of truth and love and justice, then there is no 
good so great as to be like Him ; no grace so 
great as to be loved by Him ; no gift so supreme 
as the gift of Himself. To have intellectual and 
moral kinship with Him, to have a heart beating 
with a love that resembles His, to be a spirit that 
hungers and thirsts to be at one with His 
righteousness, to grow into union with His per- 
fection — all other joys and blessings are, like 
rivers that stream into the ocean, borne into and 
accomplished in that sea of happiness. There- 
fore, our chief work in life is to grow out of our 
imperfect likeness to God into His perfect like- 
ness ; to know absolutely Him, and His life — in 
Himself, and in the universe, and in ourselves — 
in thought and love, in form and action. 

Stopford A, Brooke, 
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They go from strength to strength^—FsAlM Ixxxiv. 7. 

THOSE whom we love best, in whom we 
have seen the broadest judgment, the 
tenderest sympathy, the firmest grasp of truth and 
right, do we feel even that these have exhausted 
all their store, and poured forth the full treasures 
of their character ? Are we not rather convinced 
that if they could enter new scenes, fresh graces 
would be disclosed, and clearer lights would be 
thrown on secrets of excellence we had not dis- 
cerned, and whole pages of life which seemed 
dark and dreary would be flooded with an unex- 
pected glow ? Could Jesus of Nazareth become 
Jesus of London, would there be no new variety 
in his message ? Would the lines of spiritual 
portraiture be quite the same ? I, for one, do not 
believe it. I do not think he uttered himself 
wholly on those S3rrian hills. There were deeps 
in that soul which those around him could not 
fathom, but they were not closed for ever on the 
cross. In the great providence of God, may we 
not think that in new worlds he has won new 
truth, and realised more love, and still abides 
Teacher, Revealer, Friend? 

J, Estlin Carpenter, 
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His salvation is nis^h them that fear him; 
That glory may dwell in our land. 

Psalm Ixxxv. 9. 

ALL times and seasons are moral ; the serene 
and bright morning ; that wakening of all 
Nature to life ; that silence of the early dawn, as 
it were the silence of expectation ; that freshening 
glow, that new inspiration of life, as if it came 
from the breath of heaven ; but the holy eventide 
also, its cooling breeze, its falling shade ; its 
hushed and sober hour; the sultry noontide, too, 
and the solemn midnight ; and spring-time and 
chastening autumn ; and summer that unbars our 
gates and carries us forth amidst the ever-renewed 
wonders of the world ; and winter that gathers 
qs around the evening hearth ; all these, as they 
pass, touch by turns the springs of the spiritual 
life in us, and are conducting that life to good or 
evil. — Orville Dew^, 

Those lucid intervals in our experience, those 
clear spaces in our life, when the roar and rush 
of the world's torrent ceases, and the cloud-rack 
lifts, and a bit of blue sky struggles through, 
with revelation of immortal deeps ; — these are 
momentary realizations of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, from which at no time we are other- 
wise sundered than by the wanderings of our own 
thought and will. — Frederick H, Hedge. 
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At the door of the temple which is called Beautiful, 

Acts iii. 2. 

THE Arabs put into Mahomet's — their pro- 
phet's — lips the saying : * If a man find 
himself with bread in both hands, he should 
exchange one loaf for some flowers of the nar- 
cissus, since the loaf feeds the body indeed, but the 
flowers feed the souL' Flowers have no speech 
nor language, but they are living creatures, and, 
when transplanted from their own home-haunts 
to ours they claim the captive's due of tenderness, 
and they will reward love, like a child, with 
answering loveliness. In their religious rhyming 
to the woods and fields outside, the seasons faith- 
fully remembered in captivity, their wondrous 
resurrections, their mystic chemistry that in our 
comer bedrooms carries on creation, constructing 
green leaf and glowing petal and strange incense 
out of earth and water and the window sunlight, 
the little exiles of the flower-pot bear mute witness 
that the house wherein they live is * a building of 
God, a house not made with hands.' 

WiUiam C, Gannett, 

The strength for a noble moral life which 
religion gives, lies in the bestowal of a Companion, 
a Friend, on the lonely soul of man. 

Richard A, Armstrong: 



^33 



Digitized 



by Google 



MAY 13. 



Truly the light is sweety and a pheasant thing it is for 
the eyes to behold the sun, — Ecclesiastes xi. 7. 

GOOD temper is the result of a well-ordered 
character, in which each quality is so tem- 
pered as to act well with the rest, and to minister 
to the rightful and easy activity of the whole. It 
may be bom with a man in whom the elements 
are kindly mixed ; but for the most part it has to 
be won. And we can only win it by daily sacri- 
fice of the impulsive, impertinent, and selfish 
demands of our different qualities, appetites, 
passions, to be first. Sometimes one, sometimes 
another, attempts to master and rule the others. 
Our business, watching over our own character, 
is to keep the invader in his place, on the ground, 
that, if he get the upper hand, he will not only 
spoil our nature by his despotism, but will, be- 
cause he spoils it, make us a trouble and an injury 
to our home, our society, and mankind. If we 
work at this quietly and daily, we shall get our 
character into harmony, and the result of this 
is — good temper ; sunlight in heart and home. 

Stop ford A. Brooke. 
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A merry keatt is a good medicine, — Prov. xvii. 22. 

THE sense of humour, the power to see and 
feel the ludicrous side of things, what an 
alleviation, what a blessing it is I The sense of 
humour is the oil of life's engine. Without it the 
machinery creaks and groans. No lot is so hard, 
no aspect of things is so grim, but it relaxes before 
a hearty laugh. My grandfather used to say that 
wit was almost a kind of goodness. He had both 
goodness and wit himself, and I wonder how he 
could have borne the burden his religion laid on 
him but for the easement given him by his power 
to laugh. He was a Puritan minister of the old 
stamp, holding with firm conviction that tremen- 
dous Calvinistic view of mankind's destiny, which^ 
if it were true, might well banish every smile from 
human faces. Nature herself bore witness ia 
men's hearts against the dogmas of a ruined race 
and an endless perdition. For there remained in 
them, indestructible, the power to laugh ! Like a 
flag of cheer flying through all the bleak fogs of 
fear and phantasm, an unquenchable signal that 
the universe is God's after all. — G, S. Merriam, 
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To them that love God all things work together for 
^ood, — Romans viii. 28. 

TO love God * with all our heart/ is to know 
the spiritual passion of measureless grati- 
tude for loving-kindness and self-devotedness to 
goodness ; to love Him * with all our mind/ is to 
know the passion for Truth that is the enthusiasm 
of Science, the passion for Beauty that inspires the 
poet and the artist, when all truth and beauty are 
regarded as the self-revealings of God ; to love 
Him * with all our soul,' is to know the saint's 
rapture of devotion and gaze of penitential awe 
into the face of the All-holy, the saint's abhorrence 
of sin and agony of desire to save a sinner's soul; 
and to love Him *with all our strength,' is the 
supreme spiritual passion that tests the rest, — the 
passion for reality, for worship in spirit and in 
truth, for being what we adore, for doing what we 
know to be God's word, the commanding allegiance 
that has the collected might of the Will behind 
every spiritual desire to force it forward to its 
end, the loyalty that exacts the living sacrifice, 
the whole burnt-offering that is our reasonable 
service, and in our coldest hours keeps steadfast 
to what seemed good when we were aglow. 

John Hamilton Thorn, 
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Verily I say unto you ^ Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little childy he shall in no wise enter 
therein,— mhscm x. 15. 

RELIGION is more than an artificial pro- 
duct of mental instruction : it is the 
prayer of conscience, the vaticination of reason, 
the natural faith of love; it is ever waiting to 
burst into consciousness, and to spring upwards 
when occasion shall allow. It is a fire kindled on 
the altar, ere yet the sacrifice is found. And this 
is just the truth which Jesus sanctioned, when he 
chose the heart of childhood as the most open seat 
of the kingdom ot heaven ; and told us that even 
while we teach to it our theology, we must re- 
learn from it our religion. There best may we 
meet again the fresh and genuine reverence 
which quiets passion ; the awe-struck heart on 
which ambition sleeps and dies ; which never asks 
to be greatest, never fears to be least ; which 
seeks no privilege but that of belonging unto God ; 
which resigns every claim but that of loving the 
hand that holds it whether with the gentleness of 
shelter or the pressure of a wholesome severity ; 
and dwells in life, like the infant prophet in the 
temple, with the ever-listening will, thinking, 
though only with silent words, * Speak, Lord, 
thy servant heareth thee.* — James Martineau, 
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Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth 
where moth and rust doth consume^ and where thieves 
break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven^ where neither moth nor rust doth 
consume^ and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal : for where thy treasure is there will thy heart be 
also, — Matt. vi. 19-21. 

HE who is able to appreciate something of 
the gladness and glory of the world ; he 
who thrills to its beauty and its high thoughts ; he 
who is in sympathy with its noble causes ; he who 
desires and wins love and friends ; he who can see 
and can seek an ideal, — such a man has attained 
the finest. And all these are a part of the uni- 
versal bounty. There is not enough money in 
the world to make all rich ; but there is enough of 
these things. And the man whose journeying 
through the world is a triumphal progress of 
money and station and power and fame, if he miss 
these things, is only like an image in a procession, 
— a lay figure on which to hang decorations and 
titles, but not a man, in the truest sense, at all. 
. . . Was Jesus not wise when he advised 
men to have some treasures laid up beyond the 
reach of moth or rust ? If not, what shall we do, 
when moth and rust have done their work ? 

Mtnot J, Savage, 

I CEASE to be depressed by learning slowly 
if I am to learn for ever. — W, E, Channing. 
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Now the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God^ for they are foolishness unto him; neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned, 

I Cor. ii. 14. 

THE intense depth and richness of religious 
emotion expressed in the Psalms ; the 
moral grandeur and spiritual earnestness of the 
Hebrew prophets ; the serene faith and the un- 
fathomable love of Jesus ; the mystic vision and 
the intellectual might of the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles ; these all have their fainter counterparts, 
and the true and only key to their deep meaning 
in the moral and spiritual experiences which arise 
in the daily lives of ourselves and our brethren. 
All insight into the truths of the spirit is at 
once natural and revealed. It is natural^ because 
all men are in some degree visited by ideas and 
emotions that relate to the Eternal ; it is revealed^ 
because no man could know of the existence 
and character of God, did not He deign to draw 
aside the veil between Himself and us, to 
communicate with us through our moral nature, 
and to utter His heavenward invitations in our 
nobler and holier affections. The world's great 
Bible has countless chapters, written in many 
ages and in many tongues, but wherever we open 
it we find traces of the self-same spiritual faculty, 
indications of revelation from the Unseen more 
or less distinctly heard and interpreted by pro- 
phetic minds. — Charles B. Upton, 
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Behold^ I stand at the door and knock : if any man 
hear my voice and open the door^ J will come in to him^ 
und will sup with him^ and he with me. 

Revelation iii. 20. 

THE fundamental fact of the religious life is 
this, — that the power and love of God are 
seeking man ; that before we love Him, He loves 
us ; that before we know Him, He knows us ; 
that antecedent to our recognition of Him must 
be our receptivity of Him. Coleridge said that he 
believed in the Bible because it found him. It is 
for the same reason that man believes in God. God 
finds him. It is not the sheep that go looking for 
the shepherd, it is the shepherd who finds the 
sheep, and when they hear his voice, they follow 
him. Here are our lives, shut in, limited, self- 
absorbed; and here are the messages of God, 
knocking at our door ; and between the two only 
one barrier, the barrier of our own wills. Religious 
education is simply the opening of the door of 
the heart. A Christian discipleship is simply that 
alertness and receptivity which hears the knock- 
ing and welcomes the Spirit which says : * If 
any man will but open the door, I will come in to 
him, and sup with him and he with me. 

Francis G. Peabody. 
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Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, — Ephesians iv. 30. 
* r^ RIEVE not the Spirit ! ' Be true to your 

Vj" highest instincts ! Often, in temporal 
matters, we are warned by a secret voice, which 
comes to us like a mandate from above, to do 
or forbear. It is always wise to accept such 
warnings. We cannot hope to prosper, if we 
sacrifice our own instinct to formal reasons and 
the judgment of others. People come to you, 
when you are hesitating between two courses of 
conduct, and say. Do thus and so. It is all very 
well, so long as no instinct of your own prompts 
otherwise ; but if something within you says. Do 
no such thing, then be sure you do no such thing. 
If this is true doctrine in matters of temporal 
import, how much more in things pertaining to our 
spiritual well-being ! Resist not this sacred 
force I Beware of alienating the divine influence t 
Whenever you feel yourself prompted to any 
good work, to any act of kindness or self- 
denial, to any course of discipline or holy living, 
accept the impulse, hasten to obey while the fire 
burns. It is God that speaks in these secret 
promptings. Harden not your heart when you 
hear that voice. The Spirit will leave you if you 
refuse obedience; every warning disregarded is 
a door closed against future progress. If you do 
not now the good which you can, the time will 
come when you cannot do the good which you 
would. — Frederick H, Hedge, 
141 



Digitized 



by Google 



MAY 21. 

This is the message which ye heard from the beginnings 
ihat we should love one another, — I JOHN Hi. ii. 

SO every humble soul that sees the Father, 
and lives in that sweet vision, becomes a 
priest to other souls. A sacramental power 
^oes from the voice, the touch, the look, of 
everyone who is himself loving God. I call it 
a sacramental occasion when any soul, full of the 
love of God and man, strives to help another 
soul, to purify, to elevate, to bring it to God. 
Something beyond the meaning of the words 
passes from heart to heart. Something more 
convincing than argument, more weighty than 
reason, makes of that hour a sacramental hour, 
and of that office a priesthood. The life of God 
flows to us through these channels. Deeper than 
all depth, higher than all height, the Spirit comes 
through these human hearts to ours. 

James Freeman Clarke, 

There is no end of growing in the Christian 
life, but its beginning is in the simplicity of the 
most natural relations to God and to men. The 
busiest have time enough for it ; the most un- 
cultured know enough for it ; and the wisest can 
only then be truly wise when they have returned 
to that simplicity. — Henry Wilder Foote. 
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All ye are brethren. — Matt, xxiii. 8. 

WHAT a stimulus to moral excellence is this 
glorious doctrine of man's fraternity ! It 
creates a delightful and ennobling feeling of 
identity with the human race — with whoever 
have been the worthiest of that race — in the 
breast of every individual. It makes us one 
with the excellent, in all the glory of their ex- 
cellence, telling us that we are of their blood ; 
that it is our nature they dignify by deeds which 
become the children of the God of righteousness 
and love. Who can read or hear of what man 
has done of goodness ; how for some worthy 
object he has borne unrepiningly the accumu- 
lated privations of lingering years ; and has 
compassed sea and land, the pilgrim of benevo- 
lence ; and has put forth exertions of body and 
of mind, 'till both seemed consuming in the 
intensity of their own energy ; and has sacrificed 
ease, and fortune, and health, and fame itself, 
when most deserving of its brightest meed ; and 
has braved opposition, and scorn, and power, and 
danger, and ingratitude, and death — who can con- 
template this, and not feel that his nature is a 
summons to virtue ; and that if he only does that 
which * may become a man,' he will only do that 
which is generous and exalted ? — W, J, Fox, 
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// is more blessed to give than to receive, — Acts xx. 35. 

WHEN we allow our best life to unfold and 
express itself in word or deed, or to go 
out from us as pure influence, we grow like God, 
whose utterance creation is. And always we find 
it more blessed to give than to receive. We are 
ourselves served best by serving others. . 
The cure for heart-ache, then, is to be found in 
occupations which take us away from our petty 
self-regardings, or self-pityings, our morbid 
broodings, and which connect our life with other 
lives and with other affairs, or merge our in- 
dividual interest in the larger whole. Our 
private sorrows will look smaller when we 
accustom ourselves to care for the larger life of 
the world, for the good of the community, for 
the public welfare, for the spread of truth and 
righteousness among mankind. — Charles G. Ames. 

Look into these details of daily duty — these 
difficulties, these self-denials — and you will find 
that every one of these lesser crosses, if faithfully 
'endured,' faithfully taken up and carried, not 
only helps to bring the crown of life, but itself 
changes insensibly from a cross to a crown. 

Brooke Her/ord, 
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Mercy and truth are met together; 
Righteousness and peace harue kissed each other* 

Psalm Ixxxv. lo. 

THERE may be unamiableness in those that 
are truly virtuous. Under a show and 
even a persuasion of virtue they may be censor- 
ious and intolerant ; and, unperceived by them- 
selves, may mix a little self-interest with their 
moral profession. The good man must be 
righteous, for justice is at the foundation of all 
moral excellence ; but the righteous man may 
be destitute of some of the ornaments and graces 
of goodness. Pity it is that virtue should be 
deprived of any one of the charms that are 
properly its own. Unimpeachable righteousness 
may command admiration, but goodness insinuates 
itself into the heart, and, as in the case just put, 
there is no exertion and no sacrifice in which it 
cannot engage on its own behalf. Were virtuous 
and religious persons duly sensible of the beauty 
and the power of benevolence and generosity, 
they would not rest contented with being upright 
and without offence, but would study to invest 
themselves with every quality which can render 
virtue * lovely and of good report.' 

Robert Asphnd, 

Love is the genius of the heart, penetrating 
depths, passing behind shows, revealing secrets ; 
only whom we love do we ever truly know. 

Charles Beard, 
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InpurenesSy in knowledge^ in long sufferings in kind- 
ness^ in the Holy Spirit^ in lave unfeigned, — II COR. vi. 6. 

I^HE transfiguration of a pleasant smile, the 
kindly lightings of the eyes, sweet and 
restful lines round the lips, clear shinings of the 
face as great thoughts kindle inwardly, — these 
things which no parent makes inevitably ours, no 
fitful week or two of goodness, either, gives ; still 
less, no schooling of the visage. Only habitual 
nobleness and graciousness within secures them ; 
but this will bring them all. Some one has said that 
* every face ought to be beautiful at forty,' and 
another that ' no old person has a right to be 
ugly, because he has had all his life in which to 
^ow beautiful — that is to say, forty years of 
opportunity are enough to make so much beauty 
within that it cannot help coming to the surface 
in graceful habits of the nerves and muscles. 
Ten years of habit, three years, even one, will 
much afiect expression. — William C, Gannett, 

According to what a man is, is the quality 
and amount of the virtue that goes out of him, 
and he cannot cease to impart his peculiar life 
unless he sinks into the lethargy of death. 

Edmund H, Sears, 
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Cod loveth a cheerful giver, — II Corinthians ix. 7. 

IF you would have sunlight in your home, see 
that you have work in it ; that you work 
yourself, and set others to work. Nothing makes 
moroseness and heavy-heartedness in a house so 
fast as idleness. The very children gloom and 
sulk if they are left with nothing to do. If all 
liave their work, they have not only their own 
joy in creating thought, in making thought into 
form, in driving on something to completion, but 
they have the joy of ministering to the movement 
•of the whole house, when they feel that what they 
<lo is part of a living whole. That in itself is 
sunshine. See how the face lights up, how the 
step is quickened, how the whole man or child is 
a different being from the weary, aimless, lifeless, 
complaining being who had no work I It is all 
the difference between life and death. 

Stopford A, Brooke, 

Let us do the most we can to make the home 
a place where the children shall grow helpful, 
natural, happier, toward the noblest manhood and 
womanhood. Let us remember that it is the little 
things that make up the atmosphere. The kind 
word to the child, the little fault-finding, the little 
nagging, — it is just these little tiny things that 
make the comfort or discomfort of the home. 

Minot J, Savage, 
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Not looking each of you to his own things^ but each of 
you also to the things of others, — Philippians ii. 4. 

WITH his first waking consciousness, he 
can set himself to take a serious, manly 
view of the day before him. He ought to know 
pretty well on what lines his difficulty is likely to 
come, whether in being irritable, or domineering, 
or sharp in his bargains, or self-absorbed, or 
whatever it be ; and now, in this quiet hour, 
he can take a good, full look at his enemy, and 
make up his mind to beat him. It is a good 
time, too, for giving his thoughts a range quite 
beyond himself, — beyond even his own moral 
struggles, — a good time, there in the stillness, for 
going into the realm of other lives. His wife, — 
what needs has she for help, for sympathy, that 
he can meet ? His children, — how can he make 
the day sweeter to them ?; This acquaintance, 
who is having a hard time ; this friend, who 
dropped a word to you yesterday that you hardly 
noticed in your hurry, but that comes up to you 
now, revealing in him some finer trait, some 
deeper hunger, than you had guessed before, — 
now you can think these things over. So you 
get your day somewhat into right perspective and 
proportion before you begin it. 

George S. Merrtam. 
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Hate not laborious work; neither husbandry y which 
the Most High hath ordained— ECCLYSIASTICUS vii. 15. 

THE universe is as full of truth and goodness 
as it is of light. And no more surely docs 
the constant day return alike to the * just and the 
unjust' than true lives will rebuke our untruth, 
earnest opportunities rebuke our reluctant sloth of 
spirit by their brave and cheerful solicitings. 

Henry Wilder Foote. 

My daily task, whatever it be, that is what 
mainly educates me. All other culture is mere 
luxury compared with what that gives. That 
gives the Indispensables. Yet, fool that I am, 
this pressure of my daily task is the very thing 
that I so growl at as my * Drudgery ! ' 

William C. Gannett. 

People neglect this matter of self-culture, 
because it must be done at odd moments, if 
done at all. It is just the use of these odd 
moments that distinguishes the wise and success- 
ful man from one who is the opposite. Anybody 
can use a whole day to advantage. Give me a 
man who can use five minutes a day, and I will 
give you one who is sure of success in almost any 
direction. — Minot J. Savc^e, 
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There is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to 
do good so long as they live, — Ecclesiastes iii. 12. 

THE philosophy of health — or, at least, a 
fundamental part of it — is, Let in the 
sunshine and destroy the disease-germs ; let in 
the air and multiply the blood-corpuscles. So^ 
too, over in the spiritual sphere, we may say : 
Bring in the love and prevent sin ; increase kind- 
ness and enlarge the Newer Life ! A thousand- 
fold more children starve from lack of tenderness 
than from lack of bread. There are more 
spiritual deformities that arise from cruel words 
and wrathful frowns than physical defects from 
cuffs and kicks. — Joseph H, Crooker. 

Life, true life, is not mere guarding against 
sin, but growth in good, and towards good. 

Brooke Herford. 

The root of all this — the power of being able 
to keep a household from fretting and complain- 
ing and from violent tempers ; the power of being 
able to encourage, nourish and stimulate the 
freedom and growth of others — is gained from 
there having been built up in the minds of all 
in the house, as the first motive of life — the great 
Christian law. Christian because entirely human 
— * Think of others more than of yourself, and of 
others* happiness more than of your own un- 
happiness.' — Stopford A, Brooke. 
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Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus y 
that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body. 
For we which live are alway delivered unto death for 
Jesu^ sake, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in 
our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us^ but life in 
you,— II Cor. iv. 10-12. 

THE same story might be told of many a 
man. Just in proportion as self-seeking^ 
dies, life begins. A man goes his way in self- 
assertion, self-display, the desire to make an im- 
pression, and he seems to achieve much. He 
gets distinction, glory, the prizes of life. But 
one thing he fails to do : he fails to quicken 
spiritual life in others. His work is stained by 
self-consciousness, and becomes incapable of in- 
spiration. It is life to him, but death to the 
things that are trusted to him. Then some day 
he absolutely forgets himself in his work. He 
buries himself, as we say, in it. His conceit and 
ambition die, and then out of the death of self 
comes the life of the world he serves. That is 
the paradox of life. Life is reproduced by sacri- 
fice. The life that is lost is the only life that is 
saved. The dead self is the only life-bearer. 
Only the man who thus sinks himself in his 
cause is remembered as its apostle, 

Francis G. Peabody, 
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The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul ofDavid^ 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 

I Samuel xviii. i. 

AMONG all ennobling forces hardly any other 
can be named so strong as an inmost 
friendship. As the special culture which the 
winning of our Likers gives is that of quick, 
wide, kindliness, the special culture which the 
winning of our Lovers gives is that of purity, 
sincerity, humility, selflessness, and the high 
standard for all honourable qualities. That says 
it — the high standard for all honourable qualities : 
to win and hold a friend we are compelled to keep 
ourselves at his ideal point, and in turn our love 
makes on him the same appeal. Each insists on 
his right in the other to an ideal. All around the 
circle of our best beloved it is this idealizing that 
gives to love its beauty and its pain and its 
mighty leverage on character. Its beailty, be- 
cause that idealizing is the secret of love's glow. 
Its pain, because that idealizing makes the con- 
stant peril of love's vanishing. Its leverage to 
uplift character, because this same idealizing is 
a constant challenge between every two, com- 
pelling each to be his best. — William C, Gannett. 



152 



Digitized 



by Google 



JUNE 1. 

The hills are girded with joy, — Psalm Ixv. 12. 

THE sweet June days are come again, 
With sun and cloud between, 
And, fed alike by sun and rain. 

The trees grow broad and green : 
Spreads broad and green the leafy tent, 

Upon whose grassy floor 
Our feet, too long in cities pent. 
Their freedom find once more. 

The sweet June days are come again ; 

Unce more the glad earth yields 
Her golden wealth of ripening grain, 

And breath of clover fields, 
And deepening shade of summer woods, 

And glow of summer air. 
And winging thoughts, and happy moods 

Of love and joy and prayer. 

The sweet June days are come again. 

The birds are on the wing, 
God's praises, in their loving strain, 

Unconsciously they sing. 
We know who giveth all our good. 

And 'neath the arches dim. 
And ancient pillars of the wood. 

We lift our grateful hymn. 

Samuel Ljongfellow. 
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JUNE 2. 



Thou waterest her furrows abundantly : 
Thou sBttlest the ridges thereof: 
Thou makes t it soft with showers : 
Thou blessest the springing thereof 

Psalm Ixv. lo. 

WHAT a living miracle is this renewed 
outflow of Nature's vitality ! No * crea- 
tion of the world ' was ever more real than the 
renewals of the face of the earth before our very 
eyes. And, in saying that, I am not falling back 
upon the childlike conception of God which, for 
good or evil, has gone : for, assuredly. He does 
not make things as we do, and we know not the 
manner of His working. He is not an artificer, 
He is an inspirer. He doeth His will by causing 
all things to will and to work after the law of their 
being. All we can say is (what Jesus said), * My 
Father worketh hitherto.' An anemone is as 
much a servant of God as an angel, and both are 
luminous or beautiful according to the law of their 
life. A rose, offering incense from its stem, is at 
least as true a high priest as any who offers 
incense at the altar. A sea-wave acts according 
to the will of God as truly as the mighty sun 
which floods it with tremulous gold ; — and both 
obey the law of their being.—/. P, Hopps. 
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JUNE 3. 

Love is the fulfilment of the law. — Romans xiii. lo. 

IT may be that your sharpest judgments of 
another are right. Perhaps you do read 
that mysterious riddle of another human heart 
correctly. It is possible that you do unravel 
the tangled skein of motives, desires, interests^ 
in which his mind and purpose are knitted up \ 
but it may be also that you are too shallow to 
understand his depths, too hard to sympathise 
with his tenderness, too calculating to gauge his 
unselfishness, too worldly to believe in his lofti- 
ness, too unspiritual to measure his religion. 

Henry Wilder Foote. 

Men often think, * They love us and we know 
it ; we love them and they know it.' Nay, but it 
is not enough to have the love and do the duty in 
silence. We live not by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of those we 
love. Out of the mouth, — it is the spoken love 
that feeds. It is the kindness offered that fur- 
nishes the house. . . . It is a woman who 
writes, and all who have a mother or a sister 
know how truly she writes, — * Men, you to whom 
a woman's heart is entrusted, can you heed this 
simple prayer, " Love me and tell me so some^ 
times''?'— William C. Gannett. 
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JUNE 4. 



They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, — Acts ii 4. 

OFTEN the Pentecostal renewal of the soul is 
the gradual result of a long process rather 
than the sudden inrush of a mighty wind. The 
man simply remains at his post, cherishes the 
modest ideal of thorough work, does his daily 
duties, faces his daily temptations, solves his daily 
problems, wears a cheerful countenance in bright 
weather and in dull. And yet there is no out- 
pouring of the spirit, no breaking in of new light, 
no inrush of new passion or new power ; all seems 
as it was, until one day the man becomes aware 
that he is looking upon the world with larger eyes, 
and feeling as he never felt before the pressure of 
those mighty bonds which bind him to Nature, to 
his fellow-man, and to God. While men and 
women are quietly doing their duty in common 
stations, immersed to all seeming in things which 
have no connection with the immortal soul, they 
are preparing themselves for vast revelations of 
love and joy ; they are accumulating the electric 
forces which on due occasion given will flash 
into light and flood their world with radiance. 
The small fidelities of life accumulate to great 
changes, until at last the faithful soul is born again. 

Lawrence P, Jacks, 
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JUNE 5. 

Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, 

Isaiah xxxii. 15. 

IF ever, at some moment of solitary musing, 
we have felt within ourselves a stronger 
conviction of moral and spiritual truth, a stronger 
determination to good ; if ever we have seized 
with truer insight the meaning and purpose of 
our being, and have formed the resolution to 
live for duty and for God, — it was the Spirit 
breathing on the latent spark of spiritual life in 
the breast, which gave us that vision, and 
caused those fires to glow. And, if we analyze 
our experience at such seasons, we shall see 
how man's free agency may consist with divine 
impulsion. We shall see that, while the deter- 
mination of the mind to moral ends is a free 
determination, calling into action the whole force 
of our own will, it is still a divine impulse that 
moves us, and a God that works in us to will as 
well as to do. — Frederick H. Hedge, 

Experience proves that purity and benevolence 
of heart, blending with earnest devotion, tend to 
produce a calm unwavering conviction of the 
presence and sympathy of God which equals, if 
it does not surpass, in certainty our reliance on 
the proven facts of physical science. 

Charles B. Upton. 



157 



Digitized 



by Google 



JUNE 6. 

The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and confidence for ever, 

Isaiah xxxii. 17. 

WHEN I represent to myself true virtue or 
goodness ; not that which is made up 
of outward proprieties and prudent calculations, 
but that which chooses duty for its own sake, and 
as the first concern, which respects impartially 
the rights of every human being, which labours 
and suffers with patient resolution for truth and 
others' welfare, which blends energy and sweet- 
ness, deep humility and self-reverence, which places 
joyful faith in the perfection of God, communes 
with Him intimately, and strives to subject to 
His pure will all thought, imagination, and desire ; 
which lays hold on the promise of everlasting life, 
and in the strength of this hope endures calmly 
and firmly the sorest evils of the present state ; 
when I set before me this virtue, all the distinc- 
tions on which men value themselves, fade away. 
Wealth is poor; worldly honour is mean; outward 
forms are beggarly elements. Condition, country, 
church — ^all sink into unimportance. Before this 
simple greatness, I bow, I revere. The robed 
priest, the gorgeous altar, the great assembly, 
the pealing organ, all the exteriors of religion 
vanish from my sight as I look at the good and 
great man : the holy, disinterested soul. 

W, E. Channing^ 
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JUNE 7. 



God sent forth the spirit of his son into our hearts^ 
crying^ Abba^ Father, — Galat. iv. 6. 

THE great thing is to recognize clearly and 
unhesitatingly the fundamental truth, — 
that the same Spirit which was in Christ and his 
apostles may be, and ought to be, in us ; that it 
runs through the ages, and will make the Church 
a living unity to the end of time ; that only 
through this Spirit can we know the deep things 
of God ; that only in His light can we see light. 
The Spirit sought in prayer, and grasped by faith, 
still makes us one with Christ and God. 

John James Taykr, 

All goodness is from God, just as all power 
is remotely or directly referable to him. This 
divine influence is not incompatible with human 
freedom. Every act of goodness is still an act of 
the will Omnipotence itself will not enforce 
obedience. Nevertheless, it is God who worketh 
in us, both to will and to do. From him we de- 
rive the capacity and the impulse. But capacity 
is not necessity, and impulse is not coercion. We 
are moved, and yet move freely ; we accept the 
divine influence, yoke it with our destiny, and 
choose that the Spirit of God shall reign in our 
wills. — Frederick H. Hedge, 
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JUNE 8. 

Our access in one spirit unto the Father, 

Ephesians ii. 1 8. 

GOD'S Spirit is throned in the heart. He 
walks with us as a friend, He breathes into 
our spirit the inspiration of power, and love, and 
a sound mind. In the secret places of our trial 
and our doubt, in the hour when our nature 
trembles on the verge of fall, in the hour when 
our being asserts its immortal righteousness 
against a base temptation. He is with us, inspiring 
us with the memory of Christ, calling on us to be 
worthy of our calling, pouring life and energy into 
the affections which raise us above our selfishness, 
into the aspirations which make us despise our 
sin ; kindling hope in the midst of our despair, 
and faith to try again when life has failed. The 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit is no dream of the 
theologians. It is the deep reality of human life, 
the secret of each man's soul. 

Stop ford A. Brooke, 

When the Supreme Being would work moral 
results, when He would communicate moral truths. 
He must employ the moral substance of the 
human soul, and in the character and actions of 
good men, god-like men, we discern the operations 
and the quality of the Infinite Holy Spirit. 

Joseph May, 
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The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 

Ephesians iv 3. 

I BELONG to the Universal Church ; nothing 
shall' separate me from it. . . To confine 
God's love or His good Spirit to any party, sect, 
or name, is to sin against the fundamental law of 
the Kingdom of God. — W, E. Channing. 

We have now a gospel for all weary, restless 
souls. We have a gospel for all loveless, lifeless 
moods and states. It is a gospel that all men 
sadly need. There is a kind of life, it seems, 
which is life indeed. The true mother stands as 
the type of it. So does the patriot or the philan- 
thropist. The name of Christ is the universal 
symbol of it. We enter into this life at every 
moment of genuine friendship. Leaving the past 
behind, asking no praise, pay, or reward, sub- 
mitting ourselves to the grand law of the world, 
turning the way of faith and hope, giving ourselves 
to the nearest present duty, asking ourselves only 
what does right or truth or love bid, we thus enter 
into the joyful life of the children of God. Unrest 
passes away. The sting of remorse is drawn : 
peace possesses us. — Charles F. Dole. 
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JUNE 10. 



But the fruit of the Spirit is love^ joy, peace^ l&ng- 
sufferings kindness ^ goodness ^ faithfulness^ meekness y self- 
control, — Galatians v. 22. 

MAY God give us all to enter into -this beau- 
tiful communion of the Holy Spirit, the 
most precious gift which He ever bestows upon 
His children ! Then shall we move through life 
knowing that God is about us everywhere, and 
that His Spirit mingles with ours in all our daily 
life. And our own lives will become more gracious 
and pure and strong, filled with His Spirit of love 
and peace. And sorrow will lose its bitterness, 
and the unkindness of men will lose its sting. 
And none shall any more have power to disturb 
us greatly, because we shall be in touch with 
God. — Richard A, Armstrong, 

A CHARMED circle is that of goodness. A pure 
heart becomes a centre of attraction, drawing to it 
all that is best and purest. A mind full of the 
Divine love which * hopeth all things,' sees a 
purity in society that the defiled discern not. 
Even in things evil, he sees something of good — 
demands the most decisive evidence before giving 
up a good opinion of another.— rC^or^ Brown. 
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The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, 

Prov. XX. 27. 

THE unity of the material world is beautiful, 
kept by attraction's universal force ; tem- 
perance in the body has fair effects, and wisdom 
in the mind. The face of Nature, how fair it is ; 
the face of strong and healthy, beauteous man- 
hood is a dear thing to look upon. To intellectual 
eyes, the countenance of truth has a majestic 
charm. Wise men, with cultivated mind, under- 
standing, imagination, reason well developed, dis- 
covering and disclosing truth and beauty to 
mankind, are a fair spectacle. But I love the 
moral side of Deity yet more ; love God as Justice. 
His justice, our morality working with that, shall 
one day create a unity amongst all men more fair 
than the face of Nature, and add a wondrous 
beauty, wondrous happiness, to this great family 
of men. — Theodore Parker. 

Our human love for one another, and all our 
human help, is not less His for being ours. * God's 
tender mercy * is the name in heaven for what we 
call on earth — *a drink of water.' Many dear 
things of providence He hands to His little ones 
by each other. Sometimes, how can He reach 
them else ! And sometimes, whom can He use 
but you and me ? — William C Gannett, 
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My speech and my preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, — I Cor. ii. 4. 

^T^HE important thing in the spiritual life is 
A not to feel assured that we have the 
entire and ultimate truth, — none but a dogmatist 
will make that monstrous and utterly unwarranted 
claim, — but that we possess truths^ trustworthy, 
vital, and essential to a well-ordered mind and the 
proper conduct of life ; that we are in line with 
the truth and live in its spirit. For the spirit of 
truth, as Jesus told us, will make us free from our 
errors and illusions, and lead us into all truth ; 
that is, fit us for still higher revelations. 

Charles W. Wendte. 

Never has the Revelation of God assumed 
such grand proportions or so grave a charm, such 
an awful splendour or such penetrating sweetness, 
as at the present time. And it comes as one of 
old, not to destroy, but to fulfil. It takes up into 
itself the best of all that has been in the Revela- 
tions of the past. Jesus is still Immanuel, God 
with us ; he is still the Word made flesh. 

J, IV. Chadwick, 
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The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for them 
that makepeace. — James iii. i8. 

THE Christian life is one of faith, hope, love, 
obedience, — the life of God in the soul of 
man. We are born into that life by a determina- 
tion to obey God and do His will. We grow up 
by daily obedience, daily trust, daily prayer. 

James Freeman Clarke, 

It is in our living relation to each other that 
our love and our trust spring up, and throw a 
divine light on all our conduct. It is in our living 
relation to God that our love and trust in Him 
must take their origin, and not in the intellect 
alone. — -John Dendy. 

We have come to believe that the man who is 
in right relation to God in one part of the universe 
cannot be out of right relation to Him in another 
part. So there is no salvation in a future world, 
if a man is not saved here, except that he has the 
same chance to begin the process of salvation in 
the one part of the universe that he has in the 
other. — MinotJ Savage. 
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. JUNE 14. 

If ye know these things^ blessed are ye if ye do them, 

John xiii. 17. 

IT is not thought, it is not belief that con- 
stitute the great realities of character, but 
the kind of spirit that breaks from us in speech 
and action — the temper, the will, the love, that 
rule us, and the work we do in this world of God's, 
where the helpless and the helpful, the sorrowing 
and the sympathising, the sinful and the holy, so 
contribute to shape and educate one another that 
we cannot say which become the greatest bene- 
factors, the strong to the weak, or the weak to the 
strong.— ybA« Hamilton Thorn, 

No man, woman, or child can tell what may 
grow out of their present fidelity. Perhaps it 
may be our chief judgment in the other world to 
learn how miich has grown out of our unfaithful- 
ness. — W, H. Channing, 

Two things are implied by the fact that we are 
here, spiritual beings, in God's world : first, that 
we are able to see that which is deeper than what 
we see ; and, second, that, since God is helping 
our vision, the deeper it is and the better it is, so 
much the more can we confide in it. The vision 
which without Him answering might be visionary, 
with Him answering is what we call faith. 

Henry Wilder Foote, 
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JUNE 15. 



Draw nigh to God^ and he will draw nigh to you, 

James iv. 8. 

A TRUE prophet acts on elements of kindred 
feeling in less gifted and awakened souls. 
By his attractive force in word and deed, he 
draws them out of darkness and degradation 
towards the light and eminence of his own more 
favoured being ; and as they approach him, and 
more freely sympathise with him, causes the 
blessing of God to settle on their minds, even as 
it rests on his own. Yea, as they abide steadfast 
and faithful to their heavenly calling, and the spirit 
of Christ enters into and renovates their hearts, 
they rise up step by step to the height of his own 
prophetic vision. 

This clear and vivid consciousness of the 
Divine presence is like the breathing of a new 
life and a new spirit into all things. When it 
comes to us it transforms the universe. We are 
no more the subjects of dulness, apathy, gloom or 
fear. Who has not felt the difference of acting 
from the heart with conviction and sympathy, and 
acting as a mere slave to authority in the dull 
mechanism of routine and habit ? Such is the 
difference between the awakened and the un- 
awakened soul. — John James Tayler, 
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Ye therefore shall be perfect^ as your Heavenly Father 
is perfect,— 'MplTT, v. 48. 

I SHOULD say that perfection of mind, like 
that of the body, consists of two ele- 
ments — of strength and beauty ; that it consists 
of firmness and mildness, of force and tenderness, 
of vigour and grace. — W. E. Channing, 

Real growth in character comes as so many 
of the best gifts of God come, — by the way. 
In doing what we believe to be God*s will for 
us, many things lie in the straight line of that 
ndelity. Every unselfish act makes unselfishness 
more possible. Every true word deepens our 
sense of truth. Every sacrifice broadens the 
nature. I do not suppose that St. Paul ever 
thought what the effect on himself would be of 
obeying the heavenly vision. He saw God^s will 
for him, and threw his whole grand soul into its 
service, that was all. But in that path awaited 
him all the gifts of courtesy and dignity, of widest 
knowledge of life and broadest culture, — a 
character weighty as pure gold, a soul in 
which faith had become sight. 

Henry Wilder Foote. 
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Rejoice alway,—l Thess. v. i6. 

THE very occupation of prayer tends to calm 
the mental agitation, to soothe dejection 
and sorrow, to mitigate even the sense of bodily 
pain, and to steady the soul amid the tumul- 
tuousness of unexpected delight. As in a strong 
consciousness of the divine presence all the dis- 
tinctions among men vanish, the mighty and the 
lowly appear on an equality, and even all created 
beings seem, by the effect of that overshadowing 
immensity, on the same level ; so do events in like 
manner lose their disparities of magnitude and 
diversities of colouring, and take the one form and 
colour imparted to all by the consideration that 
they are His will, and ordained in love. The 
very next precept to the text which the apostle 
gives is *Pray without ceasing.' Prayer makes 
us feel the divine presence ; the presence of a 
heavenly Father, and an Almighty Friend. That 
presence must be consolation, strength, and joy. 
He who * prays without ceasing ' will * rejoice 
evermore.' — IV. /. Fox. 

Every sincere wish and prayer for goodness, 
every earnest attempt to fulfil difficult duty, is 
sure to help on our spiritual progress, either 
directly or indirectly. By one road or another, 
every such eflFort brings us nearer to God. 

fames Freeman Clarke. 
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JUNE 18. 



Come^ and let us return unto the Lord.— Hosea vi. i. 

THE man who spends his years on earth in 
shallow enjoyment or selfish ease, care- 
less of the world's sorrow and indifferent to its 
sin, blind to its finest beauties and most thrilling 
tragedies, moved by no great love, actuated by n6 
high hope, stirred by no holy enthusiasm, is 
ignorant of all true life. He only really lives 
whose interests go beneath the surface, who has 
gone up into the heights and down into the 
depths, whose heart beats in unison with the 
great heart of humanity, who weeps for the 
world's pain and suffers for its sin, who has tasted 
the fulness of unselfish love, who has swelled with 
mighty hopes, who has burned with divine inspira- 
tions. The man who sees the infinite background 
which stands behind all finite things, who amid 
the waves of our transient interests has touched 
the Eternal rock, who hears above all selfish 
human cries the whisper of a divine voice, and, 
through the world's noises, the sweet strain of 
heavenly song, who is drawn now and again into 
the silence of communion and knows the deep 
mystery of prayer, this is he who really lives ; 
and the life which he lives is eternal life. 

C. /. Perry, 
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JUNE 19. 

God is not the author of confusion^ but of peace^ as in 
all the churches of the saints. — I COR. xiv. 33. 

IT is quite impossible that an idle, floating 
spirit can ever look with clear eye to 
" God ; spreading its miserable anarchy before the 
symmetry of the creative Mind ; in the midst of a 
disorderly being that has neither centre nor cir- 
cumference, kneeling beneath the glorious sky» 
that everjrwhere has both ; and from a life that is 
all failure, turning to the Lord of the silent stars, 
of whose punctual thought it is that *not one 
faileth.' The heavens with their everlasting faith- 
fulness, look down on no sadder contradiction 
than the sluggard and the slattern at their prayers. 

James Martineau. 

If I succeed to-day in doing a thing that is 
hard, the same thing will be easier for me to- 
morrow. If I yield to a difficulty to-day, it will 
be all the harder to-morrow to resist. By giving 
to the repetition of an act of duty a fixed regu- 
larity, I can multiply my moral power in that 
direction as much as a man multiplies his material 
power when he gets hold of a lever. By faithful 
habit, I can make that which was at first laborious 
come to be after a while less difficult, then easy, 
and perhaps at last spontaneous and delightful. 

C S. Merriam, 
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JUN€ 20. 



Believe in the li^ht — JOHN xii. 36. 

HERE is the truth we find in our Bible, then, 
the book which helps us as no other 
book can help us, — the word of God, — when we 
once find the key. The men in there who help 
and inspire us to the best purpose are those who 
cannot and will not be content to believe in the 
shadows, but will have God's presence and His 
divine providence — Himself^ in a word — for a 
back^ound to the design ; and for this they will 
struggle and strive if they must, and wait for the 
mists to rise and the heavens to grow clear, and 
then, in Psalm and Prophecy, in Gospel and 
Epistle, they say and sing these things we hold as 
the choicest treasure that ever came forth from the 
human soul. — Robert Colly er. 

The revelation, when it is really made, is 
made to «5, made to our souls, not made to Christ 
and by him told to us, but caught at last from God 
Himself, though without the interpreting Son we 
could not have read as absolutely as now we do 
the mind of the Spirit.— /oA« Hamilton Thorn, 
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JUNE 21. 



The beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow- 
servant in the Lord. — COLOSSIANS iv. 7. 

MY Brother by my side, who convinces me 
of what is true, and warms me with love 
of God, who opens my eyes to see a new thing, or 
awakens my conscience to my sins, who brings 
me into harmony with Nature, who softens me by 
his look of love, who teaches me to deny myself, 
who arouses me to compassionate the erring and 
distressed, who helps me to be a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, is my true bishop and priest. 

George Brown, 

Our task is not to show that any ground is 
less holy than it was of yore, but that all is holy 
alike. It is not that cathedral aisles have lost 
their sanctity ; it is not that the Sabbath rest has 
suffered desecration ; but that every day and every 
place alike are sacred to the Lord. And if piety 
once bloomed and breathed in the confines of the 
cloister and * narrowing nunnery walls,* hence- 
forth shall religion flourish, with a freer and a 
larger scope — in household cares and in the busy 
mart, in lonely musings and in social joys — wide 
as the temple of the earth is laid beneath the 
dome of heaven. — E. M. Geldari. 
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JUNE M, 

The wisdom that is from above is first pure^ then 
peaceable^ ^entle^ easy to be intreatedy full of mercy and 
goodfruitSy without variance^ without hypocrisy, 

James iii. 17. 

MORAL wisdom is comprised in two emphatic 
words — Holiness and Love. Holiness 
restrains, love impels. Holiness curbs and guides 
our inferior appetites and passions, subjects them 
to reason and conscience, and confines them within 
the limits which the governing law of the universe 
obviously prescribes. From the root of holiness, 
the purest love will spring, stirring all our natural 
impulses and spontaneous affections into sweet 
and genial action, filling our hearts with the holy 
sympathies of home and friendship and virtuous 
attachment, inspiring us with a lofty enthusiasm 
for all that is glorious and beautiful, and urging 
us to put forth all our energies in the defence, 
assertion, and encouragement of whatever is just 
and upright, noble, pure and true. 

John James Tayler. 

No one can tell the unending power for good 
which each of us may have in our homes, among 
our fellow-men, by faith in them, — how far we can 
strengthen their feeble desire for God and all good. 
Care, then, for the soul of people, and for the soul 
of what they do, as well as of what they are. 

Henry Wilder Foote, 
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JUNE 23. 

My son^ go on with thy business in meekness; so shalt 
thou be beloved of an acceptable mam The greater thou 
arty humble thyself the more^ and thou shalt find favour 
before the Lord, For s^eat is the potency of the Lord^ and 
he is glorified in them that are lowly, 

ECCLESIASTICUS iii. I?, 1 8, 20. 

THE meek man of the Bible is simply what 
we call the gentleman — the man without 
swagger or arrogance, not self-assertive or forth- 
putting; but honourable and considerate. This 
is the sense in which it has been said of Jesus, 
that he was the first of gentlemen. Now, these 
people, the gracious and generous — not the self- 
important and ostentatious — are, according to 
Jesus, in the end to rule. They are not to get 
what we call the prizes of life, the social notoriety 
and position ; but they are to have the leadership 
of their time and its remembrance when they are 
gone. Long after showy ambition has its little 
day and ceases to be, the world will remember the 
magnanimous and self-efiacing leader. He does 
not have to grasp the prizes of earth ; he, as Jesus 
says, * inherits the earth.* It is his by right. The 
meek, says the thirty-seventh Psalm, shall inherit 
the earth, and shall delight themselves in abund- 
ance of peace. The meek escape the quarrel- 
someness of ambition. They live in a world of 
peace and goodwill. — Francis G, Peabody. . 
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When the wicked man tumeth away from his wicked- 
ness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is 
lawful and rights he shall save his soul alive, 

EZEKIEL xviii. 27. 

WE may throw ourselves away; but God 
will not throw us away. We belong to 
Him still, and he * gathereth up the fragments 
which remain, that nothing be lost.' In order to 
become pure, we may need sharp suffering ; and 
then God will not hesitate to inflict it. In the 
other life, as in this. He will chasten us, not for 
His pleasure, but for our profit : that we may be 
partakers of His holiness. It is thus that God's 
love for the soul, and its worth, appear eminently, 
in that He will not let us destroy ourselves. When 
we pass into the other world, those who are ready 
and have on the wedding garment will go in to 
the supper. They will find themselves in a state 
of being where the faculties of the body are 
exalted and spiritualized, and the powers of the 
soul are heightened, where a higher truth, a nobler 
beauty, a larger love, feed the immortal faculties 
with a divine nourishment ; where our imperfect 
knowledge will be swallowed up in the larger 
insight ; and communion with great souls, in an 
atmosphere of love, shall quicken us for endless 
progress.— y^^ifws Freeman Clarke. 
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Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid them 
not : for of such is the kingdom of God. — Mark x. 14. 

IN the midst of our artifice and hypocrisy, Jesus 
points us to the little children, and exhorts 
us to be true. In the midst of our self-dissection 
and self-contemplation, Jesus calls us to be natural, 
unaffected, simple, and sincere. In the midst of 
our half-heartedness, Jesus bids us to be whole. 
In the midst of our vanity, Jesus tells us to look 
around, and with a wondering childlike gaze forget 
ourselves in all the marvels of this God-filled 
world. How shall we turn yet once again and 
become like little children ? . . . . Let but the 
sweet remembrance of your purer days work their 
own way within you. Let the bright face of 
childhood preach its own expressive sermon to 
your soul. Yield yourselves wholly up to the 
thousand-fold influences which God pours in upon 
you. Outward, not inward, let your gaze be fixed. 
Upon this world of beauty, upon the claims of 
men, the innocency of children, and the life of 
him who loved them. He who would try to save 
his soul shall lose it, he who with Christ will lose 
it, forgetting himself in action, his soul in his 
soul's work, shall save it unto life eternal. 

E. M. Geldart. 
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Where the Spirit of the Lord iSy there is liberty, 

II Cor. iii. 17. 

I CALL that mind free which masters the 
senses, which protects itself against animal 
appetites, which contemns pleasure and pain in 
comparison with its own energy, which penetrates 
beneath the body and recognises its own reality 
and greatness, which passes life not in asking 
what it shall eat or drink, but in hungering, 
thirsting, and seeking after righteousness. . . . 
I call that mind free which sets no bounds to 
its love, which is not imprisoned in itself or in 
a sect, which recognises in all human beings the 
image of God, and the rights of His children ; 
which delights in virtue and sympathises with 
suflFering wherever they are seen, which conquers 
pride, anger, and sloth, and offers itself up a 
willing victim to the cause of mankind. . . . 
I call that mind free which resists the bondage of 
habit, which does not mechanically repeat itself 
and copy the past, which does not live on its old 
virtues, which does not enslave itself to precise 
rules, but which forgets what is behind, listens 
for new and higher monitions of conscience, and 
rejoices to pour itself forth in fresh and higher 
exertions. — IV, E, Channing, 
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As for mey I will look unto the Lord: I will wait for 
the God of my salvation : my God will hear W£. Rejoice 
not against me^ O mine enemy : when Ifall^ I shall arise j 
when I sit in darkness^ the Lord shall be a light unto me, 
I will bear the indignation of the Lord^because Iharue sinned 
against him : until he plead my cause ^ and execute judgment 
for me : he will bring me forth to the li^ht, and I shall 
behold his righteousness, — Micah vii. 7-9. 

IT is true that a man's ideal will always trans- 
cend his actual. * Why callest thou me good ?^ 
said the supreme idealist; 'none is good, save 
one, that is God.* Yet, in order to be truly free, 
a man must ever be on the side of his ideal. Let 
him never defend his shortcomings, as if he had 
no thought above them. Let him confess that 
they are failures and transgressions of his own 
inward law. Let him ever repent of these and 
recover himself, and turn his face again toward 
the holier light. Let him make no compact with 
the obsolete morals of his time, with the dreary 
compromises of expediency. That cry of * busi- 
ness is business, and diplomacy is diplomacy, 
and patriotism is patriotism, and religion is re- 
ligion, and these must each be kept prudently and 
discreetly to its own sphere,* can have no place 
in the creed or credentials of the free. For them, 
right is right, in all simplicity ; and either the 
teachings of the great prophets are false, or they 
are to be reckoned with daily, in all the common 
affairs of human life upon the earth . 
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There should be no schism in the body ; the members 
should have the same care one for another, — I COR. xii. 25. 

FAMILY life, as we see it, is too often marred 
by selfishness, tyranny, pride, and narrow- 
ness ; but we retain a distinct ideal — not too 
remote from frequent, if not universal, experi- 
ence — of the family life as dominated in its main 
relations by the law of love. The inmate of a 
home in which there is a real life may feel sore, 
injured, resentful, or rebellious, but he knows all 
the time that he will have to come round in the 
end, because the affection that he now rejects in 
his wayward self-will is too strong for him, and 
will wait for him and draw him with its silent, 
never-ceasing pressure until he is compelled to 
yield. There is in his home the ever-present 
symbol of the Love that rules the world ; and, 
except in his worst and most wilful moments, if 
he feels neglected, he fights against his own want 
of faith in a tenderness that he cannot doubt, 
even while perplexed by its silence. If in care- 
lessness or selfishness he has sinned against the 
spirit of brotherhood, the reproof of his con- 
science is quick and sure, and he is eager to 
serve rather than to be served in future. 

Phthp H. WkksUid. 
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In all thy ways acknowledge him^ and he shall direct 
thy paths,— VViOY, iii. 6. 

WHETHER we will or no, we must take 
life as it comes to us. We can mould 
it a little, but for the most part it is a factor pre- 
sented to us. To fret about it is to waste force. 
But we want something better than a stoical 
hardness. This is what makes it luminous — the 
conviction that its issues are all significant : that 
it all has meaning Till we do appre- 
hend this truth, as life comes to us, we have not 
known life. We are still drifting on its surface — 
we have no moorings in its depths. It is a hard 
and high effort in the midst of success and delight 
to dedicate all to God. It costs a struggle to 
accept disappointment, obscurity, defeat, afflic- 
tion, submitting to God. But he who catches 
that one great thought of purpose in life has 
heard the first syllable of God's message to him. 
And after the struggle by which he consents to 
God's will in him, renouncing selfish desire, wel- 
coming trying conditions, accepting a stern com- 
mission, always the angels come and minister to 
him. You shall know you have seen yours, for 
he will have brought you heaven's sure token, a 
heart at r^st— Joseph May, 
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Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom. — JER. ix. 23. 

WE are to seek God first and with our 
whole strength. We are to cultivate 
all the glorious gifts of God, to seek knowledge 
as well as piety, to value beauty as well as good- 
ness, to value not only piety but also the healthy 
development of the body, the clear and vigorous 
judgment, the sanity and sobriety of the mind. 
But we are not to forget that culture is perfect 
when it is transfigured by the spirit of religion, 
when we recognise each accession of culture as a 
gift entrusted to us by Him who is the eternal 
Truth and the uncreated Beauty, that we may con- 
secrate it to the service of our brethren. So we 
on whom the ends of the world have come, may 
read a deeper and a wider meaning into the 
prophet's words : * Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in this : 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am 
the Lord who exercise loving-kindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth ; for in these 
things I delight, saith the Lord.' — W, E. Addis. 
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My thoughts are not your thoughts^ neither are your 
ways my waySy saith the Lord, For as the heavens are 
higher than the earthy so are my ways higher than your 
waySy and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Isaiah Iv. 8, 9. 

OTHOU, in all Thy might so far, 
In all Thy love so near, 
Beyond the range of sun and star, 
And yet beside us here, — 

What heart can comprehend Thy name, 
Or, searching, find Thee out, . 

Who art within a quickening flame, 
A presence round about ? 

Yet though I know Thee but in part, 

I ask not. Lord, for more : 
Enough for me to know Thou art, 

To love Thee and adore. 

O sweeter than aught else besides. 

The tender mystery 
That like a veil of shadow hides 

The light I may not see ! 

And dearer than all things I know 

Is childlike faith to me. 
That makes the darkest way I go 

An open path to Thee. 

Frederick L, Hosmer, 
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JULY 2. 

Keium unto thy rest, O my soul. — Psalm cxvi. 7. 

HE lesson is for all of us : the lesson of 
resting in the Lord, even while busily 
working on : the brain thinking out, the hand 
reaching out, doing the most and best we can in 
all the useful business of the world or the great 
tasks of happiness and love, — but, at the centre of 
our busy living, the heart resting on the great 
Providence of life, owning how little we ourselves 
can do— *owning it not in fretful helplessness, but 
in happy trust ; and so, doing that little promptly, 
faithfully, and gladly : sure that it must tell some- 
how and somewhere ; and, for the final outcome, 
resting in the large, slow, silent working of the 
Infinite Life. — Brooke Herford, 

Be true to the deep things of existence, and 
then shalt thou see what thy God has in store for 
those who love Him, for those whom He loves. 
When forever in the interior secrets of our souls 
He comes as Friend of friends in confidence, 
shall we be content with leading little lives ? Let 
His largeness make us large, and with the inten- 
sity of a deep life in the spirit let us seek His spirit 
evermore. — W, H. Channing, 
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If we walk in the lights as he is in the lights we have 
fellowship one with another, — I John i. 7. 

AS on the high-road, it is not the road so 
much as the eye that determines how 
much beauty is seen ; so on the life-road, it is not 
what circumstance is in relation to us, so much as 
what we are in relation to circumstance, that 
decides the amount of good time we shall have on 
the journey. The thing, then, to * seek ' is, not 
the good time, but the spirit which can make good 
times out of common time, — the spirit of Good 
Cheer. The spirit of Good Cheer, — that is the 
spring in the hills whence laughter runs. 

William C. Gannett, 

Yes 1 the faithful dog that asks for our sympa- 
thetic pat upon its head ; the child that nestles in 
your lap ; the man whose arm lovingly sustains 
you ; the woman whose lips are graciously ten- 
dered you to kiss — these little threads of celestial 
origin weave for us heavenly garments, and our 
dear, earthly loves become celestial by-ways 
beyond our understanding. God's own love comes 
to us through the lowliest door, and the arms of 
the Eternal embrace us in the babe's clasp. 

Jenkin Lloyd Jones, 
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The heavens are thine^ the earth also is thine; the 
world and the fulness thereof,^ Psalm Ixxxix. 1 1. 

WHAT blessedness it is to dwell amidst this 
transparent air which the eye can pierce . 
without limit, amidst these floods of pure, soft, 
cheering light, under this immeasurable arch of 
heaven, and in sight of these countless stars ! An 
Infinite Universe is each moment opened to our 
view. And this Universe is the sign and symbol 
of Infinite Power, Intelligence, Purity, Bliss, and 
Love. It is a pledge from the Living God of 
boundless and endless communications of happi- 
ness, truth, and virtue. — W. E. Channing, 

Nature is clean and wholesome. Purity of 
thought and feeling is helped by such mental 
companionship, — by the society of rocks, trees, 
hills, streams, clouds, and the comings and goings 
of days and seasons. We can generally trust a 
man who really loves to be alone in the groves, or 
beside the sea, or under the stars; and the boy 
who is on the hunt for natural collections, or 
watching the habits of birds, and trying to name 
them, without a gun. — Charles G. Ames. 
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O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee : My 
soul thirstethfor thee, my flesh longethfor thee, in a dry 
and weary land, where no water is. Thy lomngkindness 
is better than life : My lips shall praise thee. 

Psalm Ixiii. i, 3. 

WHATEVER mental difficulties, whatever 
religious doubts and misgivings may 
await you, stand fast in this faith, — that there is 
a Truth that may be yours ; that an absolute and 
unquestioning fidelity to the truth which God has 
already revealed to us, which He has written for 
us in the constitution of the world, of our own 
nature, of our moral being, is the true and only 
condition of further revelation ; that as we act 
and speak in accordance with the light that is in 
us, so shall God find us worthy of further illu- 
mination from His higher, fuller radiance. 

/. Edwin Odgers, 

The spirit that has a sense of justice quick 
and large, and lives by it in relation to his fellows, 
and tries to organize more of it through himself 
in society, lives deeper than the man of intellect 
and infinitely deeper than the man of pleasure. 
The affections are richer than money-making and 
the truth-seeking capacities, and the richest affec- 
tions are those which bind us consciously to the 
Infinite. Every kind of life is essentially super- 
ficial that does not bring the human heart nearer 
to the Infinite Presence and Love. 

Thomas Starr King, 
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As one that serveth, — Luke xxii. 27. 

CHRIST went about teaching mankind to 
serve God by a life of practical and active 
charity ; he showed them that no duty was so 
low, and none so high, but that it came within 
the inspiration of faith. The apostles tell us 
that in every position of life we can show forth 
a Christian spirit, and that every station of life, 
even the most servile, can be consecrated by 
being filled in the Spirit of God. A withdrawal 
from active exertion is not the ideal of St. Paul, 
but a busy life, which shows forth the Christian 
graces in the most varied ways. — S. A, Steinthai 

There are laws of the inner life as well as 
laws of outward nature ; and these Jesus seems 
always striving to set forth. He saw — ^what a 
moment's reflection must make clear to us all — 
that, as human society is constituted, the great 
natural tie that holds us is the need of each 
other; that in associated life our natures are 
more richly fed ; and that he who has most 
power of ministry to others* needs will really 
stand nearest in their regard, will really be 
acknowledged as first, whether or not he sits in 
the chief place. — Frederick L, Hosmer, 
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He that would love life^ and see good daysy let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak 
no guile : and let him turn away from evil, and do e^ood; 
let him seek peace and pursue it, — I Peter Hi. lo, ii. 

WHAT happened when, in conversation 
with acquaintances, you made yourself 
a party to some unfriendliness towards an absent 
friend ? All the time you felt that your slighting 
words — or was it your silence, merely, while 
others talked ? — were no fair account of the 
matter spoken of, and you knew that you were 
playing but a shabby and pitiful part. Why did 
you not rise lo your full height, and by a quiet 
word, such as you might easily have found ready 
to your tongue, rebuke this * whispering,' which 
so often, from Solomon's day to our own, has 
* separated chief friends ? ' But it would have 
needed a moral effort you were disinclined to 
make ; and you sold your friend's good name 
for a self-indulgence you despised yourself for 
seeking. — Douglas Walmsley. 

We make those with whom we associate 
happy or miserable in their association with us 
by the little things we say or do not say, the in- 
significant things we do or do not da The 
innuendoes, the curl of the lip, the tone of the 
voice, the movement of a finger — these things are 
more important ihan the great things about which 
we are so careful. — MinotJ, Savage, 
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Let usy since we are of the day^ be sober ^ putting on the 
breastplate of faith and lovej and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation.— \ Thess. v. 8. 

SEASONS of calm meditation and of heartfelt 
devotion appear to be needful conditions if 
we would richly attain that wisdom of which we 
read, * He who findeth me findeth life.' 

Charles B. Upton. 

Christianity, a wise man has said, is * for 
use, or it is nothing/ It means the deepening 
life of goodness in the heart ; a growing power 
to resist the seductions of self-interest, worldli- 
ness, unbrotherliness ; a progressive purification 
of the motives and the conduct ; a victory over 
appetite and passion ; a more courageous reliance 
upon the virtues of truth in speech, fairness in 
dealing, charity in judgment, generosity in for- 
giveness. It means the gathering strength of a 
determination to * let the dead past bury its dead,' 
and to redeem the time for the kingdom of God ; 
to assert the dominion of the living conscience in 
all affairs, little and large ; to provide, in private 
life and in public duty, things honest, not only in 
the sight of men, but where no human eye can 
scan ; to walk, not merely in soundness of 
doctrine, but in newness of life. 

Alexander Gordon. 
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Ye are all sons of lights and sons of the day, 

I Thess. v. 5. 

THE 'glory of God' is undoubtedly to be 
our end ; but what does this ^consist in ? 
It means the shining forth of His perfection in 
His creation, especially in His spiritual offspring.. 
•-.-.. The glory of the Maker lies in His 
work. We do not honour Him by breaking down 
the human soul, by connecting it with Him only 
by a tie of slavish dependence. By making Him 
the author of a mechanical universe, we ascribe 
to Him a low kind of agency. It is His glory 
that He creates beings like Himself, free beings, 
not slaves ; that He forms them to obedience, not 
by physical agency, but by moral influences ; that 
He confers on them the reality, not the show of 
power ; and opens to their faith and devout 
strivings a futurity of progress and glory with- 
out end. It is not by darkening and dishonouring 
the creature, that we honour the Creator. Those 
men glorify God most who look with keen eye 
and loving heart on His works, who catch in all 
some glimpses of beauty and power, who have a 
spiritual sense for good in its dimmest manifesta- 
tions, and who can so interpret the world that it 
becomes a bright witness to the Divinity. 

W, E, Channing. 
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Bless the Lord^ O my soul^ and forget not all his 
benefits: Who crowneth thee with loving kindness and 
tender mercies. — PSALM ciii. 2, 4. 

GOD is Love, and Love is God. There is no 
pure and unselfish human love which is 
anything else than the breathing of the Spirit of 
God within the spirit of man. And for one who 
has such love stirring within him to say that he 
has no touch with God, is as though one breathing 
the sweet air and building up daily strength 
thereby should say that he knows not the air 
itself — Richard A, Armstrong, 

God has provided for our journey a thousand 
beautiful things in Nature which will cheer and 
exalt our spirits if we would love their beauty but 
a little. God has made every-day humanity, the 
common duties, the common affections, so fair, so 
full of tenderness, so full of claims on our love 
and admiration, that, were we to watch for them, 
and take their joy, the path would be filled with 
music and our souls with grace. It would be 
lightened as a dusty road is lightened by the 
murmur and the song of a streamlet in the 
valley. But we are so hurried that we neither 
see nor hear, and the beauty of life is Jost, and 
its charm unknown. — Stopford A, Brooke, 
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His glory covered the heavens and the earth was full of 
his praise, — Habakkuk iii. 3. 

ALL things are transfigured and irradiated by 
the Indwelling One. With this Presence 
there is gladness on the hill tops and joy on the 
sea. Would'st thou know Ciod ? Look up : the 
heavens are telling His glory. Look down : the 
very globe is glass to His radiance. Do you fail 
of Him in your daily walk ? Then beneath the 
trees of Eden you should not meet Him, for He is 
here, everywhere as there. Oh, brethren, how 
can you walk with irreverent feet where every sod 
is holy ? — Abraham W, Jackson. 

Whatever our temptations from beneath, we 
are so tempted from above, tempted of God in all 
the wonderful and happy ordering of His natural 
and human world, that only by the most miserable 
neglect of our temptations to the higher and the 
highest things can we fail of making such a choice 
as shall not only make this mortal life what it 
should be in spiritual power and grace, but at the 
same time make our assurance of another life 
more strong, and our entrance on its mystery 
such as theirs who, coming among friends of 
loftiest nature, find themselves untroubled and at 
home.—/. W. Chadwick. 
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/ will hceve mercy ^ and not sacrifice, — Matt. ix. 13. 

I LOVE to see piety at its work better than 
in its play or its repose ; in philan- 
thropists better than in monks and nuns, who 
gave their lives to contemplation and to wordy 
prayer, and their bodies to be burned. I love 
piety embodied in a Ciothic or Roman Cathedral, 
an artistic prayer in stone, but better in a nation 
well fed, well housed, well clad, instructed well, 
a natural prayer in man or woman. I love the 
water touched by electric fire, and stealing up- 
wards to the sky, lovely in the light of the uprising 
or slowly sinking sun. I love it not the less 
descending down as dew and rain, to still the 
dust in all the country roads, to cool the pave- 
ment in the heated town, to wash the city's 
dirtiest lane, and in the fields giving grass to the 
cattle, and bread to men. What is so fair as 
sentiment, is lovelier as life. — Theodore Parker, 

Envy nobody ; covet nothing worldly ; go 
quietly about your work, and believe that a man 
may work at an anvil and be as religious as if it 
were his office to stand at the altar. 

William Mountford. 
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/ waited patiently far the Lard, and he inclined unto 
me and heard my cry. He hath put a new song in my 
mouthy even praise unto our God. — Psalm xl. i, 3. 

I THINK that anyone who will make of this 
upward look of the heart a habit will find 
ingrafted and growing in himself the true spirit 
of prayer. Real prayer is so natural to the 
soul, the sense of dependence on a higher strength, 
aflfection toward a higher good, repose upon a 
higher will is so normal to man, that it grows 
easily. In the soil given by a loyal will and pure 
affections and a reverent mind, it takes root and 
thrives like wheat cast into the prairies of Minne- 
sota. The wheat does not perfect itself in a day : 
no more will the spirit of prayer in you. To 
rightly pray, to wholly merge one's will in the 
divine will, to purely love, to perfectly trust, — it is 
the achievement of a lifetime ! — G. S. Merriam. 

If we are really alive with the life of God, 
rich in any good sense, His own children, 
rooted and grounded in Him, the desolations 
which He makes in our life always issue in ful- 
filments ; and what we gain is more than what we 
lose, and what we are is better than what we had. 

Rufus Ellis. 
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The counsel of the Lord standeth fast for ever^ 
The thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; 
The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

Psalm xxxiii. ii, 12. 

INDIVIDUAL purity raises, while individual 
sin lowers the general moral tone of the 
world. Heavy is the responsibiUty thus resting 
on each of us, and bitter will be the pain we shall 
have to bear if we neglect it, but blessed will 
be the reward of acting in a true and holy 
spirit of consecrated love. The common duties 
of life, that might seem drudgery, become in- 
fused with beauty, when we find that they have 
been done even unto Christ. We are not 
called in the present day to bear our testimony 
under persecution : perhaps some who fail in their 
present task would have had courage in the stress 
of high enthusiasm to have died for the faith : we 
are called to the difficult task of faithfulness in 
small things, and have to make those small things 
worthy of God's acceptance by doing them all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. If we can accom- 
plish this, we shall have reason to thank God that 
He has permitted us to make the things of earth 
become the means of spiritual growth, and to be 
His instruments in making this lower world the 
scene on which the Kingdom of God shows forth 
its glory. — ^S. A, Steinthal. 
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Be strongs and let your heart take courage^ 
All ye that hope in the Lord. — Psalm xxxi. 24. 

RELIGION is not a little fenced-off enclo- 
sure, within which all is sacred, and 
outside of which all is secular and profane. 
There is no such distinction to be drawn. Reli- 
gion is life, character, conduct ; it reaches up to 
God and down into the smallest details of daily 
duty ; it covers everything. Therefore let your 
business teach you what the Church cannot 
Make your common daily work an instructor in 
divine things. Fill up the measure of your daily 
life with all that is pure and good and true, and 
these lowly, temporal things shall be as the first 
rounds of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven. 
This is clearly the appointed order of develop- 
ment ; first, that which is natural ; afterward, that 
which is spiritual. The heights of spiritual 
attainment can only be safely reached by those 
who begin low down and mount upward by patient 
continuance in well-doing; by daily faithfulness 
in that which is least. But we should never 
accomplish this were it not ordained of God that 
all the laws and facts and conditions of human 
life work together for the good of these faithful 
ones. — C. H, Wellbeloved. 
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The meek shall inherit the land, 

And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

Psalm xxxvii. 1 1, 

LIFE and peace do not depend upon ourselves 
alone. They are not so much the result 
of our own activity, as of an influence upon us 
from above. We do not win them, we receive 
them ; they are not the product of our own 
energy, they are the gifts of God. We must, 
indeed, remove the disturbing conditions, and set 
ourselves humbly beneath His will ; yet there 
will always remain a resistance which mere 
effort cannot master, and only revived affection 
can subdue. And this is the mercy of heaven, 
that in ways we had not known, and through a 
discipline which perchance we feared, God once 
more gives us back our joy. He marks out for 
us a place in life which we, and we alone, just 
then and there can fill ; sets us some work, which 
we, and we alone, just then and there can do. 
He uses us ; He asks of us some labour without 
which His completeness would be incomplete ; 
He asks of us some love without which His 
fulness would still be lacking. And through 
this summons to participate with Him, to share 
His purposes and be the instruments of His 
intent, we lay hold again on life. 

y. Estlin Carpenter, 
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My people shall abide in a peaceable habitation^ and in 
quiet resting places, — Isaiah xxxii. 18. 

THERE is real worship when the mind in 
solitude holds communion with its Maker ; 
when wandering thoughts are called home, and 
the world is shut out ; when, in the language of 
the Psalmist, man * communes on his bed with 
his own heart and is still ' ; when all agencies 
upon the senses are withdrawn, when external 
interruptions are at an end ; and when the 
thought can fix itself intently, and the feeling 
go forth to that Spirit in whom we live, move, 
and have our being. There is real worship, not 
only in darkness and solitude, but in the widest 
and the brightest scene ; when from some eleva- 
tion, man gazes around on the fair fruitfulness of 
Nature and its rich varieties ; when he sees the 
depth or colouring of the woods, and the bright 
sparkling of the streams ; when the interchange 
of hill and valley for many a mile gladdens his 
eyes with, perhaps, the mighty ocean in the far 
distance ; and then his heart and his thoughts rise 
to the author of all this beauty, and he exclaims : 

These are Thy glorious works, Parent of good ! 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame. 

W. J. Fox. 
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Gold is tried in the fire^ and acceptable men in the 
furnace of humiliation, — Ecclesiasticus ii. 5. 

IF God is the Great Physician of the soul, if 
there are sorrows which are designed' to act 
as purifying and healing and strengthening medi- 
cines, then it must be at once our duty and our 
advantage to submit ourselves implicitly to a 
process which has so high an object in view. 
What should we say of the restless sufferer, 
falsely called a patient, who tears the bandage 
from the recent wound, or refuses to take the 
healing medicine which is prescribed for his 
diseased body? There is a sorrow which 
quickens us to effort, which purifies us from sin, 
which couches our eyes so as to remove the 
cataract of worldly-minded blindness, which gives 
us again our spiritual sight and strength and 
health ; but believe me, it produces these eflfects 
only on those who have faith to discern the pur- 
pose of the Divine providence, and patience to 
endure the process till it achieves the desired 
effect. — Charles C. Coe, 

A GREAT sorrow is a great opportunity. This 
world is never dark when it is seen in the light of 
God's countenance. — Rufus Ellis. 



200 



Digitized 



by Google 



JULY 19. 

He giveth power to the faint j and to him that hath no 
might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary ^ and the young men shall utterly fall : but 
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run^ 
and not be weary ; they shall walk, and not faint. 

Isaiah xl. 29-31. 

GOD loves the silent sacrifice ! and no offer- 
ing is stricken for Him, unless it bleeds on 
the hidden altar of the heart. For His children, 
struggling faithfully with the burden of life, His 
heavenly pity is ever on the watch ; nor does He 
leave them long in the languor of a weary mind, 
but comes Himself with the blessed inspiration 
that renews their strength as the eagle's. There 
is nothing true in earth or heaven, if it be not a 
law of His, that holy deed shall end in holy 
thought and holy love ; and patient obedience 
down upon the dust mature the rapid wings by 
which to soar and gladly worship at heaven's 
gate. But let not this be a care to us. It is 
a selfish religion that grows querulous at its own 
coldness, and cannot stir the will till it attains a 
rapture. Our sole business is to abide and serve ; 
to keep our assigned place, and grow. 

James Martineau, 

The aim for which we give our best strength 
is everything, the visible success as nothing ; true 
faith may be the greatest, goodness and fidelity 
at the highest, when Visible success is at the 
least. — John Hamilton Thom. 
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Thus saith the Lord^ thy redeemer^ the Holy one of 
Israel : I am the Lord thy God^ which teacheth thee to 
profit^ which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. 
Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments I then 
had thy peace been a^ a river ^ and thy righteousness as the 
waves of the sea. — Isaiah xlviii. 17, 18. 

EVERY free and healthy spirit must deepen 
its life, must expand, must grow. If we 
have not lost our moral freedom in slavery to evil 
habits and low desires, if character is untainted 
by disease, if we have not buried our souls in 
sloth or self-indulgence, if we have not sold them 
in slavery to sin, then each year will bring its 
tale of new revelations, wider horizons, deeper 
insights, stronger aspirations, richer feelings, en- 
larged capacities- for work, and each day will 
disclose new reasons why we should thank God 
for the blessed gift of life. It is the spirit of 
God working in us, striving with the obstinate 
clay of our humanity and slowly fashioning it 
to the possession of the divine image. 

L. P. Jacks. 
Duty becomes of all things most sacred for 
God's sake, for the sake of humanity, but most 
of all for character's sake, that we may ourselves 
become great and good. We live in the universe 
not as motes in the summer beam, but as per- 
sonal spiritual forces, acting, indeed, in and 
through, but reaching over and above these 
material integuments and, surroundings into that 
which is unseen, imperishable, and eternal. 

r. W. FreckeUon. 
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Wherefore lift up the hands that han^ dowriy and the 
palsied knees ; and make straight paths for your feet^ that 
that which is lame be not turned out of the way^ but rather 
be healed. — HEBREWS xii. 12, 13. 

BELIEVE that you are a child of God, placed 
here amid these natural and social relations 
that you may perfect yourself in mind and heart 
and character, both for your own and others' sake, 
and to fit yourself for your ultimate heritage of 
immortality. Do this, and your life will acquire 
dignity, character, and peace. But, if you think 
meanly of yourself, you will almost inevitably 
become ignoble and unhappy. Remember, * it is 
looking downward that makes one dizzy.* Look 
up, and your brain clears, your heart grows calm, 
and strength comes to you for every task and 
every emergency. Think of yourself, therefore, 
nobly, and you will live nobly. You will realize 
on earth that type of character and faith which is 
the highest ideal alike of philosopher and hero 
and saint. — Charles W, Wendte. 

We live in vain, if in our life there be not the 
germs of a higher existence. We die in vain, if 
there be not * secrets with great Death,* if there 
be not a home, a rest, a place prepared for us 
* beyond the second birth of death.' 

T, W. FreckelUm, 
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With thee is the fountain of life ^ 
In thy light shall we see light. 

Psalm xxxvi. 9. 

TELL me not, that the day of visions has 
passed ; that the epoch of Divine revelation 
is closed ! Much that passes under these names 
may be delusion and vanity ; but assuredly there 
is no soul of man which may not have its Horeb 
or Sinai, if only it will maintain its faithfulness, 
and keep its windows open toward the light. The 
Divine fulness hems us in, and in it we live and 
move and have our being ; but our spiritual eyes 
are too seldom unsealed, so that we may know 
the Infinite glory wherein we walk. The brief 
glimpses, which are all that we can ever gain 
under present conditions, are full of happy pro- 
mise, however ; and the soul that has even once 
seen God in this inward experience can never 
again regard human life as a plaything or a failure. 
It is seen to be a great and significant drama, 
moving to a glorious divine end. 

Christopher J , Street, 

Go through the world and find those who are 
intrinsically weary, weary of the purposes, weary 
of the results, weary of the conditions of life. 
They are those who have lost their ideal^ or who 
never had one. — Philip H, Wicksteed, 
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No man hath seen God at any time : if we love one 
another y God adideth in usy and his love is perfected in usj 
hereby know we that we abide in him, and he in usy because 
he hath given us of his Spirit. — I John iv. 12, 13. 

INTELLECT may give keenness of discern- 
ment, Love alone gives largeness to the 
nature, some share in the comprehensiveness of 
God. — John Hamilton Thorn, 

Men have often looked for God's revelations 
of Himself through prodigies, by miracles, in 
written books. All that God, through outward 
media, could effect of self-revelation was lumi- 
nously done when the physical universe took 
shape ; when first the morning stars sang together 
and the earth emerged in order and beauty from 
primeval chaos. The moral and spiritual self- 
revelation of God must be through the spiritual 
substance of Humanity. Would you, then, see 
God } Look about you among the good, the true, 
the loving hearts of His children, and in every 
trait of holiness and benevolence there present see 
Divinity ever freshly incarnating itself, to teach 
new lessons of goodness, righteousness, and love 
to all the sons of men. — Joseph May, 

For the man to whom our natural intelligence 
is equal to the soul's necessity for finding God, 
there is no lack of revelation. There is nothing 
but revelation. The universe is full of visions 
and voices. — -/. IV. Chadwick. 
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We all^ with unveiled face reflecting as a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit, 

II Cor. iii. i8. 

BY no direct effort of will can a mean man rise 
at once to sublimity of aim and action, get 
above the natural atmosphere and suggestions of 
his character, and breathe at pleasure the peace 
of God. As well sit in some close city chamber, 
and say you will breathe mountain air, and feel 
the exhilarating harmony of your whole being 
with the transforming ministry of Nature. Moun- 
tain air is not to be had but by the mountain side. 
You may raise your eyes from a distance, and 
strain your imagination, and exert your will in 
vain. Even if lifted by miracle to its summit from 
your languid seclusion, you might not enjoy its 
mighty magic, and have to shrink from its keen- 
ness ; without accord between the tension of your 
frame and its thrilling touch, you would be no fit 
instrument for it to play upon. And so, we must 
tread the high places of our nature, and be in the 
frames such exercise imparts, to earn a fresh 
flush of spiritual joy, take the horizon of faith 
from our loftier place, meet our God in the access 
of being, and feel His breath. 

John Hamilton Thom. 
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Blessed is the man thatfeareth the Lord^ that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments. — Psalm cxii. i, 

SANCTIFY the brightness of youth with watch- 
fulness against wrong, with carefulness for 
love and truth, with prayerful dedication of your 
inward life to the Father who loves you, with 
constant and conscious union of all your outward 
life to His will. And, then, when trouble comes, 
you will know His hand in it, and see His smile, 
and be thrilled with His power; and in death look 
upwards and behold the countenance of eternal 
life. Not in careless pleasure, but in watchful 
love and trust of God your Father, in faithful and 
fervent desire to be His child, is the secret of 
lifers victory, and of the overcoming of death by 
life. — Stopford A, Brooke, 

When once the last great victory — the victory 
over Self — is won, and we surrender ourselves 
wholly to the love and service of Truth, then will 
the heavens open to us as to Jesus, within, above, 
and all around, and everything that is dovelike 
and tender will symbolize the Invisible, and in our 
inmost being will come a voice, beyond the power 
of mortal ear to hear, hailing us children of the 
Highest. — W. H. Fumess, 
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O send out thy li^ht and thy truths let them lead me. 

Psalm xliii. 3. 

IT is well to obey these inexorable laws, it 
is wise to yield allegiance to the impulse 
of duty, it is excellent to fulfil our appointed 
vocation ; but, in all this, we still have a sense of 
desolation and orphanhood, until we feel the pre- 
sence and sympathy of the living God. We must 
not only find our calling and tread our appointed 
path ; we must also hear the voice of One who 
calls us to our work, and trust the providence of 
One who guides us in the everlasting way. The 
poor sickly plant in the dark cellar cannot change 
the laws of light and heat ; but, by its uncon- 
scious prayer, it pushes its long, pale stalk 
towards the grating, where just one beam of 
sunshine pierces into the prison-house. That is 
the secret of worship, — the soul seeks the central 
fountain of light and love, from which alone its 
strength and healing come. The swelling ocean 
can make no change in the orbit of the moon 
whose path it follows ; and yet that rising and 
flowing tide purifies the earth, as, each day, it 
washes every shore. And prayer, though it does 
not change the providential order, is the tidal 
swell of the human heart under the attraction of 
the Infinite. — Frank Walters, 
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// aoth not yet appear what we shall be, — I John iii. 2. 

WHO can tell what man will be when all 
the conditions are gracious, when the 
long ages with their varied discipline have done 
their work of refinement, when the ape and the 
tiger are worked out of our blood, when all events 
and all training reveal their hidden ministries ? 
Who can tell what accessions of power, what new 
faculties, what new relations to the external 
universe, what new capacity for impressing a 
righteous will and a loving purpose on all things, 
what new power for discovering in all things their 
secret messages from God their Maker, the future 
has in store for us ? We see darkly, but at least 
we see Jesus. Our hopes for the future lie 
around us as flowers in some sweet garden where 
we walk in the night, their petals closed and their 
leaves asleep, but here and there a whiter bloom 
gleams out, and from an unseen quarter, a faint 
but delicious odour steals upoja us. We can 
understand but little of the glorious future where 
man is one with God in light and love, but we can 
understand Jesus, the white flower gleaming out 
through the darkness, the fragrance wafted to us 
in the night, and we know that to be like him will 
be the crown of all our \iO'^s.— Joseph Wood. 
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If any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect man. 

James iii. 2. 

DO not flatter yourself that your thoughts are 
under due control, your desires properly 
regulated, or your dispositions subject as they 
should be to Christian principle, if your inter- 
course with others consists mainly of frivolous 
gossip, impertinent anecdotes, speculations on the 
character and affairs of your neighbours, the 
repetition of former conversations, or a discussion 
of the current petty scandal of society ; much less, 
if you allow yourself in careless exaggeration on 
all these points, and that grievous inattention to 
exact truth, which is apt to attend the statements 
of those whose conversation is made up of these 
materials. — Henry Ware^Jun. 

More than life and worse than death are in 
the power of the tongue. Its benignant ministries 
are most intensely needed to make life worth 
living, and on the other hand, had we any standard 
of measurement, we should find that in an orderly 
community, in a given time, less unhappiness 
results from great crimes and gross sins than from 
the cross, petulant, angry, censorious, slanderous, 
cruel speech of people who mean no harm, nay, 
who mean to be exemplarily virtuous. 

Andrew P. Peabody. 
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Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the 
issues of life, — Proverbs iv. 23. 

IT is what men and women, fathers and 
mothers, are, much more than what they 
say or do, that is the principal formative influence 
which they exert upon the children who are 
born to them. The saying and the doing come 
out of the being, and report in part its sanity, if 
sanity be there. But they cannot report it wholly. 
It is something felt, as much as it is something 
heard or seen. If we are living in a vain show, 
our most deliberate kindness, our most thoughtful 
tenderness, will somehow fail of getting the 
response which we so much desire ; for, even 
when our oWn lives are all awry, the most of us 
desire to see our children growing up in purity 
and truth and all nobility. But if our minds 
are resolutely set on an ideal good, and if we 
follow this with an inflexible patience and per- 
sistency, then, though we may often blunder 
in our choice of ways and means, somehow 
the grace and sweetness of our inner life will 
pass into our children's hearts. They will have 
full assurance of our love ; and they will answer to 
our yearning expectation with such earnest living 
as shall gladden many, and shall bring this grand 
old world a little nearer to the kingdom of an unal- 
terable felicity and an abiding peace. 

/. IV. Chadwick. 
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Lead mey O Lord^ in thy righteousness, — Psalm v. 8. 

WE ask, without reservation, for inward 
blessings, likeness to Himself, gifts of 
His Spirit, because we know that these must be 
His will for us at all times, that they are our life, 
and that communion with Him is the direct way 
of receiving them. But external blessings we do 
not ask expressly, or by name, defining to God 
what of this kind He is to give and what to avert, 
because we do not know that these things would 
be best for us ; and yet implicitly we do ask for 
them when we open our hearts to God about 
every desire which in His presence we can 
recognize and avow, and pray that if any evil in 
us, want of co-operation, or need of severe and 
chastening discipline, is the reason why they 
cannot be granted consistently with our highest 
good, the obstructing sin should pass away, and 
our Father's love in these special directions be 
free to flow. — John Hamilton Thorn, 

Only from a sense of duty, so profound and 
strong that self is annihilated, comes a conscious- 
ness of a life illimitable and an ineffable love. 

W. H. Fumess. 
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Wherefore^ sirs^ be of good cheer, — Acts xxvii. 25. 

THERE is no more important work in this 
world, no greater duty, than to help 
others to keep up their courage. He is our best 
friend whose words of cheerful confidence give 
more life to the heart ; and he is our enemy who, 
by his words of doubt and his spirit of fear, saps 
this ardour, and takes from us our courage. 

To work without hope is discouraging. We 
need the sense of progress to cheer and sustain 
us. To go round and round on a treadmill of 
mere drudgery takes our spirit out of us. There- 
fore, we need a deeper and larger hope. We 
need to have faith in mental, moral, and spiritual 
progress, in the growth of the soul, in the unfold- 
ing of its higher powers, its larger faculties. We 
need to have faith that the years, as they come and 
go, may give us a deeper experience, may lift us to 
a larger vision, may enable us to come nearer to 
God in faith, nearer to man in human sympathy and 
love. When we have this sense of spiritual pro- 
gress, we can bear outward disappointments more 
easily, sure that pain and sorrow will work for our 
highest good,— James Freeman Clarke. 
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AUGUST 1. 

Singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord, 

Ephesians v. 19. 

THE morning walks upon the earth, 
And man awakes to toil and mirth ; 
All living things and lands are gay — 
Dear God, walk with me through the day. 

Sweet is the breathing of the world ; 
Lies it not in Thy love enfurled ? 
And blue and clear the immortal sky : 
*Tis Thine, and Thine its purity. 

Now Noon sits throned, her golden urn 
Pours forth the sunshine ! Laugh and burn 
Corn land and meadow, lake and sea I 
Lord of my life, pour love on me. 

Rain in the afternoon I Soft fall 
The cooling drops ; the woodland hall 
Smells sweet, and every lonely place ; — 
Rain on me. Lord, Thy freshening grace. 

Slow comes the evening o*er the hill, 
The labour of the world is still ; 
Homeward I go, and muse on Thee — 
Father of Home, abide with me. 

Now droops the dark, but worlds of light 
Hidden by day, fulfil the night I 
Infinite Stillness, silent sea 
Of Truth and Power, flow over me. 



Stop ford A, Brooke. 
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The mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
you into singings and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree^ and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: 
and it shall be to the Lord for a name^ for an everlasting 
sign that shall not be cut off, — Isaiah Iv. 12, 13. 

THE face of Nature is sometimes transfigured 
as well as the face of man. Nature, in 
our ordinary moods, is a dead thing, a thing out- 
side us, a mere collection ot objects for the eye 
to see and the hand to feel. But sometimes a 
deeper vision becomes ours. We become aware 
of a mighty companionship in the universe. A 
voice seems to be speaking to us in the sounds 
we hear, an eye seems to be looking at us in the 
objects we see. 

* There is a pleasure in the pathless woods, 
There is a rapture on the lonely shore, 

There is society where none intrudes, 
By the deep sea, and music in its roar.* 

That, too, is one of the great moments of life. 
The mood of high communion with Nature may 
be long before it comes back ; but a new and 
nobler temper will henceforth be ours. We shall 
walk the earth in a spirit of larger reverence. 
We shall look upon the outward works of God 
with that loving attentiveness to their beauty 
which purifies the heart, and often lifts the load 
of care from the troubled soul. 

Lawrence P, Jacks, 
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O Lord^ how manifold are thy works! 
In wisdom hast thou m^ide them all. 

Psalm civ. 24. 

CAN the plastic powers of Nature arrange the 
leaves with mathematical precision on 
the stem of a plant, change leaf into flower, and 
flower into fruit, and is there no plastic power in 
the very constitution of man that can arrange 
the elements in human development, and from the 
raw material of passion and impulse create the 
perfect results of goodness ? A singular incon- 
sistency, were it true, that there should be a 
living God in stocks and stones and none in 
hearts and souls — a living God in the solar 
system, and none in the social system — a living 
God in the star-dust, and none in the dust out of 
which God made man ! Ponder this in connec- 
tion with the perpetual problem of the reign of 
evil in the world — in such forms as foul disease 
without, or malignity and selfishness within. 
Is there no underlying meaning? Is there 
only rank disorder and failure in it ? Or, 
rather, do not these evil thing's themselves 
prophesy, and tell us of a mighty power, who, 
* from seeming evil,* is * still educing good ' — 
who works His will in heaven and hell, and who, 
by means of these very antagonisms and evils, 
will answer the prayer of all ages, * Thy kingdom 
come ' I—/ P. Hopps, 
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Surely goodness and meny shall follow me all the days of 
my life^ and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever, — Psalm xxiii. 6. 

IN the most religious souls this sense of com- 
munion with God awakened by Nature in its 
grandeur and seeming immensity reaches a most 
comforting and strengthening vividness, and the 
New Testament records show that Jesus of 
Nazareth was wont to seek spiritual refreshment 
from lonely walks by the moon-lit lake or on 
the quiet mountain-top. Tranquillizing beyond 
measure is this vivid realization of the spirit's 
union and communion with the Eternal. 

Charles B. Upton, 
The grandeur and the glory that you behold, 
are they not there ? The divine expressiveness, 
the speaking appeal to your silent worship, the 
mingling of something secret with your spirit, as 
if unseen thought were flowing from the moun- 
tains and the sky, to meet the answering radiation 
of your soul — are these, which are the human 
privilege, a phantom of unreality, a delusion 
which the fortunate brutes escape? It is im- 
possible I Call it imagination, call it wonder, call 
it love — whatever it be that shows us the deeper 
significance of the world and humanity and 
makes the difference between the surface-light 
of sagacity and the interpenetrating glow of 
worship, we owe to it whatever highest truth, 
whatever trustiest guidance we have. 

James Marttneau, 
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Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice : let the 
sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the field exult y 
and all that is therein. 

Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy, before the 
Lord; for he cometh,for he cometh to judge the earth : 
he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with his truth.— FSALM xcvi. 11-13. 

DIFFERENT organisms are sensitive to dif- 
ferent sorts of beauty. To some sublime 
scenery, to some quiet meads and streams, to 
some the ever-unresting sea, to some the marvel 
of the nightly stars, to some a wayside flower — 
to some, again, the mysterious charm of music or 
of song, to some a poem, to some the face of a 
little child, to some a face beautiful with the story 
of a long and faithful life, has most quickening 

power By some blessed chance the 

spirit has been submitted to the action of beauty 
— sublimity or loveliness — in one or other of 
these forms, and with the sense of beauty has 
instantaneously broken forth in the soul the sense 
of a divine and gracious presence, before which 
care and worry have been dissipated like mist 
before the mid-day sun. It is an overwhelming 
sense of a spiritual presence, strong, tender, holy, 

which on the moment bursts into life 

In moments such as these we recognize with 
passionate conviction the supreme truth of the 
great Johannine declaration that * God is Love.' 

Richard A. Armstrong. 
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Of the glorious majesty of thine honour^ and of thy won- 
drous works will I meditate. — PSALM cxlv. 5. 

THIS world is full of beauty — full of inno- 
cent gladness 1 Open your inmost sense 
to all the influences of what is brightest and hap- 
piest in the scenes around you. Let the spirit be 
clear and transparent, to receive and transmit 
these blessed influences of the Creator's love, and 
send out the light of them on other hearts. Only 
a pure and gentle soul can feel them. Keep yours 
so, that they do not come to you in vain. 

John James Tayler, 

We must make room in our minds, in our 
tastes, in our sympathies, in our religion, and in 
our lives, for all that we can learn both of Nature 
and Humanity. We must multiply points of con- 
tact — thoughtful and loving contact — with these 
large, rich regions of God's creation. We ought 
to know that we live in them as truly as we live 
in our houses. When we realize this, perhaps we 
shall be more concerned to brighten and beautify 
our surroundings, to put away physical and social 
disorder and ugliness, to cheer the lives of our 
daily companions, and to uplift mankind to the 
levels of truth, justice, and goodwill. 

Charles G. Ames, 
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We have this treasure in earthen vessels, — II COR. iv. 7. 

IF you are an invalid, do your best to get 
well ; but, if you must remain an invalid, 
still strive for the unselfishness and serenity 
which arc the best possessions of health. There 
are no sublimer victories than some that are won 
on sick beds. Nothing so rebukes the failure of 
us who are in health, as the sight of some people 
who, under hopeless disability and pain, maintain 
a sweetness which shames our querulousness, and 
a steadfast calm which hushes our disquiet. But 
the first duty is health. When a ship by unavoid- 
able accident runs on a rock, the captain may 
perhaps, in getting her off, give the highest proof 
of his seamanship ; but his first business is not to 
let her run on the rocks. We ought by this time 
to be learning that health is a duty. We ought 
to be understanding and practising a religion of 
the body. Its august and awful and beneficent 
sanctions are plainly revealed. The law of retri- 
bution works just as surely in the body as the 
soul. Health is a powerful ally of right living 
and sound thinking and clear seeing. It is the 
one parent, as loyal will is the other parent. 

G. S. Merriam. 
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Worthy art thou^ our Lord and our God^ to receive the 
glory and the honour and the power : for thou didst create 
all things^ and because of thy will they were, and were 
created. — Revelation iv. ii. 

THE earth is not the prison house of a race 
condemned to be circumscribed during the 
first stage of its immortal career by the fearful 
curse of God ; but it is the beautiful and appro- 
priate scene of human endeavour and trial, of 
human aspiration and success, on which we are 
fully persuaded that the tenderest blessing of 
God's parental love is ever resting. During the 
long eras of the past — through ages whose dura- 
tion the finite mind in vain endeavours to realize 
— the earth has been prepared for the habitation 
of man, and we come upon the scene as the heirs 
of those past times, to use their stored up forces 
and materials. Our race is the youngest born 
and favourite of time, to which outward circum- 
stances offer not a curse that cannot be shaken off, 
but a blessing richer and fuller than has hereto- 
fore been enjoyed. To us this earth is the Lord's 
and the fulness thereof — ^it moves by the Divine 
force, it is visited by the Divine light, it glows 
with the Divine love. — Charles C. Coe. 
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If we endure^ we shall also reign with him, 

II Timothy ii. 12. 

THE bud is destroyed, to make way for the 
flower; and the flower withers and falls, 
to make way for the fruit. If a man be made of 
true stuff, and if he meet it rightly, he compels 
trouble to be the servant of his higher manhood. 
If a ship be sound and strong, and well ballasted 
with worthy freight, even the head and cross 
winds of adversity may drive it all the sooner to 
its harbour. Some of the noblest men arid women 
I have ever known have shown the finest qualities 
of their character only through stress and struggle. 
An athlete comes to be his best only through a 
severe course of discipline and training. And, in 
the day when he stands ready for his race, he 
puts off all that would hinder, — * lays aside every 
weight.* And, many a time, what we call failure 
is only God's angel stripping us of hindrances, 
and setting us free from lower entanglements, so 
that the higher in us may have free use of all its 
powers. — MinotJ, Savage. 

By all that we morally admire, we are practi- 
cally bound. To discern an excellence is to 
receive a trust. — James Martineau, 
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In the image of God created he him. — Genesis i. 27. 

TO me it seems that the soul, in all its higher 
actions, in original thought, in the creations 
of genius, in the soarings of imagination, in its 
love of beauty and grandeur, in its aspirations 
after a pure and unknown joy, and especially in 
disinterestedness, in the spirit of self-sacrifice, 
and in enlightened devotion, has a character of 
infinity. Take, for example, the delight which we 
find in the vast scenes of Nature, in prospects 
which spread around us without limits, in the 
immensity of the heavens and the ocean, and espe- 
cially in the rush and roar of mighty winds, waves, 
and torrents, when, amidst our deep awe, a power 
within seems to respond to the omnipotence 
around us. The same principle is seen in the 
delight ministered to us by works of fiction or of 
imaginative art, in which our own nature is set 
before us in more than human beauty and power. 
In truth, the soul is always bursting its limits. It 
thirsts continually for wider knowledge. It rushes 
forward to untried happiness. It has deep wants 
which nothing limited can appease. Its true 
element and end is an unbounded good. Thus, 
God's infinity has its image in the soul. 

W, E, Channing, 
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O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

Psalm xxxiv. 8. 

I BELIEVE that the Holy Spirit of God is a 
real presence in our hearts in the hour of 
earnest prayer, but not then alone when we are 
consciously seeking it. 1 believe the divine 
influence is ever around us, that it comes with the 
sunshine and perfumes of summer, with the 
glories of autumn, in the storms and snow-crystals 
of winter. I believe that the Spirit of God is the 
breath of life in every living thing, from the leaf 
which hangs trembling upon the bough to the 
worshipping spirit before the throne of the Most 
High.— C H. Wellbeloved, 

As a dear friend can look the love which he 
cannot utter, so do 1 read the face of Nature ; so 
do I read the record of God's interposing mercy. 
I feel myself embraced with a kindness too tender 
and strong for utterance. It cannot tell me how 
dear to the Infinite Love my welfare, my purity is. 
Only by means and ministrations, by blessings 
and trials, by dealings and pressures of its 
gracious hand upon me, can it make me know. 

Orville Dewey, 
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These are such as in an honest and good hearty having 
heard the word, hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with 
patience,-^\JJYiE. viii. 1 5. 

ONLY by cultivating patience can we bring 
ourselves into a complete harmony with 
the Divine Spirit. Nothing can be more alien 
from the mind of God than the restless fretful im- 
patience of men. There can be no impatience with 
God — the God of Eternity with whom a thousand 
^ears are as one day, and one day as a thousand 
years. There can be no impatience with God for 
the results of his providential rule have been 
planned from Eternity — and have been gradually- 
developed through aeons of our mortal time. There 
can be no impatience with God, for impatience is a 
sure sign of finite weakness or folly. Be patient 
as God is patient and you shall one day be perfect 
as God is perfect. * Rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him I * so shall you have peace in 
your faith, patience in your hope, and at l^st, joy 
in your accomplished purpose ! — Charles C, Coe. 

Religion has to be brought home to every 
man's heart, and is to influence all his life and 
conversation, to consecrate his every duty, and to 
.filLall things earthly with heavenly aims. 

S. A. SteinthaL 
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How great are thy works ^ O Lord / 
Thy thoughts are very deep. 

Psalm xcii. 5. 

WE speak of the greatness of God. * Great 
is Allah/ exclaims the devout Moslem as 
the bells call the hours of prayer. We think of 
Him, so far as our out-reaching can shape itself in 
thought, as omnipresent ; as ever going forth in 
tireless activity; as the Upholder of all that is, 
informing every manifestation in Nature, the 
opening bud, the falling leaf, the circling sun, the 
stars of night ; clothing our northern waysides 
with asters and golden-rod, as of old the fields of 
Galilee with the red lilies that Jesus loved, and 
giving to every season its own charm. We think 
of Him as near to the need of each human heart ; 
as the Strength within our strength, the Light of 
our light ; in touch with each soul under its bur- 
den, answering to its inward cry ; as eternally 
going forth in beneficent service. We cannot 
comprehend this; no man comprehends it. At 
best we faintly apprehend it ; and all our attempts 
to put it in words are but picture language. And 
yet there is nothing in the skies above us or upon 
the earth beneath our feet, that so stirs the deeps 
of consciousness as at times this thought of God. 

Frederick L. Hosmer. 
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Whosoever would be first among you shall be your 
servant— Matthew xx. 27. 

THE prescribed path seems to lead away from 
greatness. So does the eastern road lead 
from the glories of sunset into shadows and 
obscurity. But follow it, and that light which 
man's swiftest speed could never out-travel will 
come forth to meet you on your way. Run after 
greatness as an end, covet it that you may wear 
it as a Joseph's coat among your brethren, that 
you may play the peacock before your fellows, and 
you will never attain to it. Forego it, be content 
to do the service at hand, and it will overtake you 
and crown you and your work. Like Moses you 
will wis not that your face shines, but others will 
take note oi it and perceive that you have been 
vouchsafed some revelation upon the mount. Our 
poor personality is best off when we are least 
mindful of it. It thrives in oblivion. It is because 
in the willingness simply to serve, all belittling 
self-consciousness is lost, that it becomes the 
silent path to nobler selfhood and larger power. 
*He that humbleth himself shall be exalted;* nay, 
not * shall be,' but in that very moment is. The 
great conquest for every soul is the conquest of 
itself. We never find our real life until* we give 
it and give it freely, as Jesus said and knew by 
experience whereof he spoke. 

Frederick L, Hosmer, 
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Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Psalm xcvi. 6. 

I KNEW a man some thirty years ago who was 
troubled in spirit through grievous things, 
and the world seemed dark to him and, almost 
without God. And in his care and pain he went 
out at night on to a lonely common and stood be- 
side a great stone quarry. And the stars were in 
the heavens and in their eternal silence looked 
down upon him. And there and then he knew 
that God was with him and felt that living touch 
of God upon his spirit. And rarely since then has 
he felt God quite so near. But the memory of 
that moment of vision has remained with him 
always, and it has made him more sure of God 
than any argument ; nor when he has recalled 
that moment, has he been able to doubt that that 
was a true revelation of the Eternal to him in his 
weakness and his need. — Richard A, Armstrong. 

Nature is the primer where man'first learns 
of God. There, *day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night showeth knowledge. There 
is no voice nor language,' — ^yet the eye finds 
revelations. Not only to Hebrew Moses, but to 
all humankind, God speaks in every burning bush, 
and the rising of Nature's song wakes new morn- 
ing in the soul of man. — Theodore Parker, 
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In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength, 

Isaiah xxx. 15. 

IS there a troubled mind, a spirit that 
cannot find peace ? What will quiet it ? 
Nothing but some sense of the Infinite as very 
near to us ; it may be from a glance at the un- 
fathomable depths of Nature, with awe and shame 
at the contrast between our fretful selfishness and 
the silent realities of God in which we feel we 
have a part. To gaze upon the face of Nature 
is sometimes to be brought under the power of 
a calm and cleansing spirit then present to us ; 
and what is religion but a quickening of the 
soul under the sense that a Spirit of Purity and 
Love is acting and looking upon us ? And if even 
the solemnity and beauty which man^s workman- 
ship can produce does in its highest examples, 
in a cathedral, or in the Angel of the Resur- 
rection from the great sculptor's hand, con- 
tribute something to religious emotion, how 
much more may the sense of the Infinite come 
upon us from the spiritual aspects of the Temple 
not made with hands ; still more if with under- 
standing hearts we could gaze into the majestic 
face of Christ ; still more if, led by Christ up to 
the Throne — into the real Presence — we could 
bring ourselves to look intently, with a full 
trust, into the fatherly face of God ! 

John Hamilton Thorn, 
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Many^ O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which 
thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us- 
ward.'-^PSAhU xl. 5. 

THE due care of the body is part of that 
natural worship which God has ordained. 
To the reverent mind, Hfe presents everywhere 
a divine order. Just as men mark off the year 
by anniversaries and saints' days and fasts and 
festivals public and private, so the natural year 
and natural day has each its own orderly appeal 
to the soul of man, beautiful, majestic, perfect. 
Each sunrise calls him to praise, to quickened 
life, to new conquest. Each sunset falls like a 
heavenly benediction of peace and rest. Spring 
bids him to the sowing and autumn to the harvest. 
Winter's cold says to him, * Be brave I ' its 
scantiness says, * Be provident ! ' Summer sings 
to him, ' Be glad I ' and, with each returning 
night, a soft, cool hand is laid upon his brow, and 
a voice with a mother's gentleness and a father's 
command says to him, * Sleep.^ The sound body, 
the open mind, the open heart, — these are the 
channels through which there may flow in upon 
us supplies exhaustless and divine. 

We dig and toil, we worry and fret, and 
all the while close over us bends the infinite 
wonder and beauty of Nature, saying : * Look 
up, my child I Feel my smile, and be glad I ' 

C S. Merrtam. 
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/ have fought the good fight^ I have finished the course, 
I have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give to me at that day : and not only to me, 
but also to all them that have loved his appearing, 

II Timothy iv. 7, 8. 

NOW the apostolic doctrine is this : * You do 
not grow strong in body or in mind 
without discipline and exercise. The same 
athletic demand is made on your soul.' All 
through the writings of this vigorous, masculine, 
robust adviser of young men, you find him 
taking the athletic position. Now he is a boxer : 
* So fight I, not as one that beateth the air.' Now 
he is a runner, looking not to the things that are 
behind, but to the things before, and running, not 
in one sharp dash, but with patience, the race set 
before him. It is just as athletic a performance, 
he thinks, to wrestle with the princes of the dark- 
ness of this world, as to wrestle with a champion. 
It needs just as rigorous a training to pull against 
circumstances as td pull against time. It appears 
to him at least not unreasonable that the supreme 
interest of an immortal soul should have from a 
man as much attention and development as a man 
gives to his legs, or his muscle, or his wind. 

Francis G, Peabody. 
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Love never fatleth.—\ Corinthians xiii. 8. 

THE essence of chivalry is to look out for the 
little ones, . . . Chivalry is that in me 
to which everyone whom I have power to injure 
can appeal in virtue of that fact with the unspoken 
plea, * You nttist use your power to bless I ' 
Wherever a child can be helped, wherever a 
stranger can be guided, or a friend who is shy be 
set at ease, wherever a weak brother can be saved 
from falling and its shame, wherever an old man's 
step can be made easy, wherever a servant's posi- 
tion can be dignified in his eyes, — is the chance 
for chivalry to show itself. I do not recognize a 
different feeling in the one case from that which 
moves me in the other. The white-haired man, 
the tired errand boy, the servant-girl with the 
heavy burden, make the same kind of demand 
upon me ; and all of them make more demand than 
the lady whose very silk will make people enough 
look out for her. They all challenge my chivalry, 
that is, my sense, not of generosity, but of obliga- 
tion to help, just because I can give the help and 
here is one who needs it. Noblesse oblige ! 

William C. Gannett, 
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If I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, but have not 
love, itprofiteth me nothing. — I CORINTHIANS xiii. 3. 

THE fountain must be sweet, to send forth 
sweet waters ; and the tree must be good, 
to yield good fruit. We must not be castaways 
if we would save others. If we would learn to do 
good, we must learn to be good ; and that needs 
self-knowledge and the knowledge of goodness. 
If we neglect common duties, and every-day virtue, 
we shall rather be meddlers than helpers, when we 
would fain be benefactors : we may do a great deal 
that had better have been left undone. Our hurry, 
our ill-temper, our jealousy, our wrongheadedness, 
our self-regard, may jar, and break, and spoil the 
good we were trying to bring to others. We may 
disappoint them and ourselves too. If we would 
do * more than others * and not be content with 
the goodness of publicans and heathens, let us 
strive to live as children of our Father in heaven, 
who is kind even to the unthankful and the evil. 
Russell Lant Carpenter, 
We must not turn back into the darkness 
because the light from God's face rests upon a path 
of labour and sacrifice. — Rufus Ellis. 
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Th£ wind blaweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof j but canst not tell whence it cometh nor 
whither it goeth : so is every one that is bom of the spirit. 

John iii. 8. 

THERE is a something which lays hold of 
us ; there is a p)ower working in the world 
which draws us out beyond ourselves ; which is 
in us, but not of us ; there is that in our midst 
to which we stand in the relation of pure passivity. 
We feel it in the voice of conscience, the imperious 
behest of duty. No man says * must * to himself. 
* Thou shalt * is greater than * I will.' Here, al- 
ready, is a premonition of the higher life, that tells 
us we are * born of the Spirit.' Again, we feel 
the workings of the Spirit in the spectacle of 
human virtue, and the sight of a goodness and a 
greatness that is other than our own. It is not 
we that affect admiration, it is admiration that 
affects us. There is an involuntary outgoing of 
the soul towards all that is heroic in history and 
noble in our own generation. We do not will these 
emotions ; they come upon us of themselves, like 
the rushing of a mighty wind, with the fire of an 
unbidden glow. — E. M. Geldart. 
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Yet shall the righteous hold on his way, and he that 
. hath clean hands shall wax stronger and stronger. 

Job xvii. 9. 

HE sets us the task of climbing towards our 
own highest and best. Wisely so ; for 
so, he, calls us to an unending advance and 
secures for all time the progressive welfare of 
the world. The requirements of some formal set 
of rules we may meet even perfectly ; the 
standard of completeness is then a fixed thing ; 
and if we make that our goal, we may reach it 
and rest. But the prayerful purpose to be true 
to our own best, that is to pledge ourselves to a 
continuous and unceasing forward march, to 
undertake what we can never again lay down 
as a completed task, that we may * Sleep with the 
wings of aspiration furled.' For to trust our own 
best involves the thought that we stand ready to 
go forward to the better thing that only the 
attainment of our present best can unfold to us ; 
and as the wisest of our wise have felt themselves 
to be but children picking up pebbles on the shore 
of the great ocean of truth, so the saintliest of 
our saints have bowed before the Eternal Holi- 
ness in deepest humility, and asked for grace of 
God that they rtiight grow more responsive to the 
upward calling. — Douglas Walmsley, 
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The communion of the Holy Spirit. — II COR. xiii. 14 

TO be in communion with the Holy Spirit is 
to stand prepared for all God's ways. We 
need it amidst our daily blessings, else we may 
lose their joy and sweetness, our own meetness 
for them, through an unholy heart ; we need it in 
our disappointments, for the cause may be in our- 
selves, and one of the works of the Spirit, of the 
Light of God shining in us, is to convince us of 
sin ; we need it in all great trials and duties, for 
nothing but the power of God Himself can enable 
us to bear signal witness to Him ; we need it in 
every impulse of our souls after a pure and 
blessed life, thai we enter into God's full meaning, 
and receive not His grace in vain. And the only 
condition of this communion is, that the sincere 
heart, listening to God within, and reading the 
mind of the Spirit for us in Christ His image, 
remove from itself every known evil, be true to 
the light that is given it, and lie in wait for more. 
Wherever they are found, whatever be their 
creed, upon such souls the Spirit of our Father 
* listeth to blow.' — John Hamilton Thorn, 
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In the meanwhile his disciples prayed him^ sayings 
Rabbiy eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not. The disciples therefore said one to 
another, Hath any man brought him aught to eat f Jesus 
saith unto them. My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to accomplish his work, — JOHN iv. 31-34. 

MAN is not only body, mind, heart, but also 
soul. He is a spiritual being; and he 
is thus kin to the Infinite Spirit and Life, so 
throbbing responsively to the mighty impulses of 
its inspiration and aspiration. He hears this 
Infinite Life call to him in the solemn thunders 
of the ocean. He feels its lift in the presence of 
mountains ; the stars whisper to him in the still- 
ness of night ; and the unseen, but felt and 
mighty, presence of duty comes to him as its 
messenger. And, when a man is conscious of 
all this, he may face failure in all the lower ranges 
of his being, and, alone with God, may yet feel 
that he grasps still the essence, the eternal secret, 
of the highest success. So hung Jesus on the 
cross, the hooting mob about his feet, friends far 
away, his reputation that of a malefactor, his 
cause scattered to the winds, his bodily life fast 
sinking in the swoon of death, even the heavens 
dumb above him ; and yet he kept firm hold on 
the integrity of his spiritual life. 

Minot y. Savage. 
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The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul. — PSALM xxiii. 1-3. 

ONE would almost fancy that the sky and|air 
were full of feeling and thought. How 
can they have so much expression of the soul, 
without any soul ? Speaking of flowers, Wilber- 
force said that they seemed to him * like the smile 
on the Father's countenance.' So all the beauty 
of the sky and the earth is like the smile of God ; 
and a smile shows us the disposition of the person 
just as certainly as any words he can use. This 
accounts for the expression spoken of. One 
cannot sit down in the midst of this loveliness 
without being conscious that it is a Divine 
Presence that makes it lovely. 

Henry IVare, Junr, 

When under the midnight heavens, or in the 
bosom of the everlasting hills, or in the thrill of 
the melody of a perfect song, the impression that 
God is laying hold of my spirit, and that I am in 
veritable communion with Him shines out vivid in 
me, I cannot prove that it is not self-deception, 
but neither can I doubt that it is real and vital fact. 
Richard A, Armstrong. 
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One thing have I asked of the Lord^ that will I seek after; 
That 1 may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 

my life^ 
To behold the beauty of the Lordy and to inquire in his 

temple. 
For in the day of trouble he shall keep me secretly in his 

pavilion : , 

In the covert of his tabemcu:le shall he hide me; 
He shall lift me up upon a rock, — Psalm xxvii. 4-5. 

CELESTIAL messages and grace should flow 
to us through every sight and sound which 
touches and exalts the heart. Alone with Nature 
in her sublimity and tenderness, standing on the 
highland moor, the wind your sole companion as 
it races over the heather; reachnig at last the 
Alpine ridge with the silent world of peaks below; 
looking up into the purple depths of night upon 
the solitary sea ; let the stillness creep into your 
heart, and make you conscious of your God. 

Stopford A, Brooke. 

There must needs be a Purpose outside all 
things which are seen, which gave to them being in 
the first instance, and then ordered tlieir develop- 
ment to the begetting of order and beauty and 
life. And it is to this Divine purpose that Nature 
is 'miracle' and *sign' — miracle revealing the in- 
visible Presence, and proving His concern in His 
works ; sign that He is very near us, even in our 
midst, Soul of our soul, and Life of our lives. 

Charles Hargrove. 
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/ delight in the law of God after the inward man; but 
I see another law in my members^ warring against the law 
of my mind. — Romans vii. 22, 23. 

HOW came it that the work of kindly helpful- 
ness in which, you told yourself, you 
ought to lend a hand, — how came it that you let 
the time go by, till now the opportunity, the 
need, too, are over ? If you had taken it up then 
and there, you would have gone through with it ; 
and now, instead of these keen self-reproaches, 
you would have known the peace of a conscience 
at rest. But you began to question whether this 
was not an unreasonable demand upon you ; 
whether it was not somebody else's task rather 
than yours ; whether your friend would do as 
much for you. And so you called off your sym- 
pathy, and you stayed your hand. 

'Self-indulgent,' we say; * self- asserting/ 
' selfish.' And the suggestions and claims of this 
lower self thrust themselves upon us just as our 
desire is ripening into purpose, and cause it to 
* lose the name of action.* — Douglas Walmsley, 

In our higher and happier moods, I think we 
all have visions of the truth* that we never are nor 
can be * paid ' for our best, save only in the doing 
of it. Our finest devotion is never recompensed 
in terms of the market. It never can be. We 
give ourselves, and find in return our larger life, 

Frederick Z. Hosmen 
940 
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AUGUST 28. 



/ sought the Lord and he answered me^ and delivered me 
from all my fears, — PSALM xxxiv. 4. 

TO me it is the truest and the most gloriously 
beautiful solution of the riddle of the 
universe, to believe that God has knit it together 
in the bonds of law, and breathed into it spiritual 
life to the end : above all other ends, that it may 
sustain countless myriads of spiritual beings, who 
shall love one another faithfully and well, and love 
Him, their God, with all their heart and mind and 
soul and strength. — Richard A. Armstrong, 

There are moments when the beauty of the 
universe looks in at us with a meaning quite 
divine ; or the crises of history shake us as the 
visible drama of Providence ; or the eye of appeal- 
ing misery burns into the place of pity in our 
souls, and we know it to be His sympathy as well 
as ours ; or a new insight of duty opens a path 
which He alone could show. In these instances, 
we strain no ingenuity to discover Him ; it is He 
who comes to us and finds us ; His presence rises 
of itself, and the revelation is spontaneous. Our 
sole concern is to accept it, to revere it, to follow 
it, to live by it. — James Martineau. 
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AUGUST 20. 

The true lights even \the light which lifteth every man^ 
coming into the world, — John i. 9. 

IT is its inward and universal evidence, its 
power to meet the soul in all moments of 
present time, to herald it from height to height, or 
from depth to depth, of spiritual knowledge, 
achievement, and peace, that must now sustain 
the cause of the Gospel. Not Christ transfigured 
on Tabor or on Hermon ; but Christ formed within 
us, the Image of God transfigured in ourselves, 
growing every day divinely bright as we are true 
enough and large enough to take the glory in, 
must now call the confession from our hearts, in 
rejoicing, or in chastening, to Him who places us 
successively in the advanced posts of spiritual ex- 
perience where Christ can give us light — * Lord, 
it is good for us to be here/ When we are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of the Lord ; when there is an 
elevation within us of the power of faith, love, 
meekness, holiness, then unto us is Christ trans- 
figured. — John Hamilton Thorn, 

How unjust we are to ourselves I We study 
everything else, but the Divine Principle within 
our own persons. . . . We need a New Revela- 
cion — not of Heaven and Hell — but of the Spirit 
within ourselves. — W, E. Channing, 
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AUGUST 30. 



As /passed along^ and observed the objects of your 
worship^ I found also an altar with this inscription^ TO 
AN UNKNOWN GOD. What therefore ye worship in ignor- 
ance^ this set I forth unto you. — ^ACTS xvii. 23. 

DO we set the all-consecrating Presence at an 
historic distance, and in a Holy Land, — 
anywhere but in the room where we dwell, the 
church where we pray, the task with which we 
strive? Where then, is owrGod? What, think 
you, will He do ere the clock strikes twelve? Take 
me to His vestiges : find me His path of life : set 
me in the passing wind as He moves by. You 
say, He is everywhere : then show me anywhere 
that you have met Him. You declare Him ever- 
lasting', then tell me any moment that He has 
been with you. You believe Him ready to 
succour them that are tempted, and to lift those 
who are bowed down : then in what passionate 
hour did you subside into His calm grace ? in 
what sorrow lose yourself in His * more exceeding ' 
joy ? These are the testing questions by which 
we may learn, whether we too have raised our 
altar to an * unknown God,* and pay the worship 
of the blind ; or whether we commune with Him 
* in whom we live and move and have our being.* 

James Martineau, 
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AUQU8T 31. 



He looked for the city which hath foundations whose 
builder and maker is God, — Hebrews xi. lo. 

I CAN discern in every human life — the fully 
developed, the prematurely closed, alike — 
only a possible preparation for a career which is 
not to be measured by years, and in comparison 
with which the fullest term of earthly activity is 
but a hand's-breadth. But you, without this 
thought — ^what do you make of the inexhaustible- 
ness of human growth, the imperishableness of 
human love ? Can you reconcile the priceless 
worth of the treasure with the meanness and 
brittleness of the earthen vessel in which it is 
hidden? Can you tell us why we should be 
better than our life, finer than our years, with a 
patience that can wait its eternity, and a con- 
stancy that would scale the heights of heaven ? 
Nay, as one by one the lamps of life go out, and 
those of us whom God may leave to the last are 
slowly passing away from the region of our most 
vivid hopes and aflFections, let us strain with the 
eye of faith till we see the lights of our spirit 
rekindled where they can never more be extin- 
guished, and wait until we and they alike rejoice 
in the splendour of God's glory. 

Charles Beard. 
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SEPTEMBER 1. 



Let us not be weary in well doings for in due season 

we shall reap^ if we faint not — Galatians vi. 9. 

• 

COME, Kingdom of our God ! 
Sweet reign of light and love ! 
Shed peace, and hope, and joy abroad. 
And wisdom from above. 

Over our spirits first 

Extend thy healing reign ; 
There raise and quench the sacred thirst 

That never pains again. 

Come, Kingdom of our God I 

And make the broad earth thine ; 

Stretch o*er her lands and isles the rod 
That flowers with grace divine. 

Soon may all tribes be blest 
With fruit from life's glad tree ; 

And in its shade like brothers rest, 
Sons of one family. 

Come, Kingdom of our God ! 

And raise thy glorious throne 
In worlds by the undying trod. 

Where God shall bless His own. 

John Johns. 
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SEPTEMBER 2. 



Be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is the good and acceptable and pet feet will of 
G^^^.— Romans xii. 2. 

RELIGION gives a man courage. I do not 
mean the courage which comes of tough 
muscles and rigid nerves, — of a stomach which 
never surrenders. That also is a good thing, 
the hardihood of the flesh ; let me do it no 
injustice. But I mean the higher, moral courage, 
which can look danger and death in the face 
unawed and undismayed; the courage that can 
encounter loss of ease, of wealth, of friends, of 
your own good name ; the courage that can face 
a world full of hbwling and of scorn, — ay, of 
loathing and of hate ; can see all these with a 
smile, and, suffering it all, can still toil on, 
conscious of the result, yet fearless still. I do 
not mean the courage that hates, that smites, that 
kills, but the calm courage that loves and heals 
and blesses such as smite and hate and kill ; the 
courage that dares resist evil, popular, powerful, 
anointed evil, yet does it with good, and knows it 
shall thereby overcome. That is not a common 
quality. I think it never comes without religion. 

Theodore Parker, 
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SEPTEMBER 3. 

The word is very nigh unto thee^ in thy mouth and in 
thy heart, that thou mayest do it, — Deut. xxx. 14. 

HOWEVER far the future may transcend 
the present in the conditions of blessed- 
ness, as well in what we call natural as in what 
we call spiritual — however * the new heavens and 
the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness ' 
may in all the elements of happiness surpass this 
world, where the firmament is so often harsh and 
pitiless, and the earth, with a limited power of 
spiritual expression, often hard in its conditions, 
to be won only by sore labour to use or beauty — 
still it remains true that no external arrangements 
can make blessedness ; that what is pure is only 
for the pure ; that to the impure all things are 
impure ; that the function of heaven cannot be to 
take the spiritually unqualified into the enjoyment 
of God, but to open to the spiritually qualified, 
without let or hirtdrance, that which is their real 
life, with large opportunity — for this we cannot 
separate from any righteous thought of heaven — 
to win all perverted spirits from that which is not 
true life to that which is their life indeed 

John Hamilton Thom, 

We prepare ourselves for eternity by doing 
our day's work while it is day. 

Henry W, Crosskey, 
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SEPTEMBER 4. 

O Lard^ tmr Lord^ 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 
Who hast set thy glory upon the heavens. 

Psalm viii. i. 

I WOULD have you see God in the awful 
mountain and the tranquil valley ; but 
more, much more, in the clear judgment, 1:he 
moral energy, the disinterested purpose, the 
pious gratitude, the immortal hope of a good man. 

W, E, Channing, 

The sublime of Nature does not equal the 
sublime of Thought ; a good man is a truer 
image of spiritual things than the loveliest land- 
scape ; the eye of devout trust is more calm and 
holy than the watching stars ; the light and the 
compass of genius is brighter and vaster than sun 
or ocean ; the sighing of the evening breeze is 
not so soft as the human whisper, so full of love 
and mystic meanings ; and the faithfulness of 
conscience, the inviolable law in the soul, is more 
worthy to picture the moral constancy of God, 
than the orderly revolutions of the heavens. God 
acts with as infinite a variety through the souls of 
men, as He does through the forms of Nature ; 
and if the divine grace of charity dwelt in us, the 
one spirit and purpose of His Providence would 
show itself in the convergence of all our indi- 
vidual gifts and powers, to the common centre 
of the Universal Good. — John Hamilton Thorn, 
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SEPTEMBER 5. 



In the momingy rising up a great while before day^ he 
went outy and departed into a solitary place^ and there 
prayed.— U^ksca i. 35. 

IT is because I believe that Jesus there 
touched the rock of the deepest and most 
solid experience that is open to our kind, because 
I believe that it was from such direct and vivid and 
conscious touch with God that he drew the mighty 
stores of his spiritual strength, because I believe 
that but for such constant reference to the living 
Source of all moral energy, he must have wavered 
and failed in the vast redeeming task of love 
which he so marvellously carried through, because 
I believe that the laying of our hand in the hand 
of God and the laying of our hearts beneath His 
eye, our feeling after Him in every turn of life, is 
the condition from which alone can come about 
an ever fresh and vigorous enthusiasm of humanity, 
because I believe that when the love of God dies 
down the love of man cannot long survive, because 
I believe that it is in the light of the Fatherhood 
of God alone that our race can permanently feel 
the Brotherhood of Man, that I must place Prayer, 
and all that Prayer carries with it, at the centre, 
not of my theoretical theology alone, but of my 
practical religion too. — Richard A. Armstrong. 
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SEPTEMBER 6. 



Thy word is a lamp unto myfeet^ a light unto my path. 

Psalm cxix. 105. 

I ENTIRELY mistake the meaning of Christ- 
ianity, if, so far from discountenancing, it 
does not demand perfect freedom of thought, and 
enjoin it as a sacred duty that, holding fast to 
that which is good, we prove all things. It 
breathes,, in the words of the great Apostle, * not 
the spirit of fear, but of love, and power, and a 
sound mind.' — W. H. Fumess. 

The Word of God is no dead letter, but quick 
and powerful to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, the very joints and marrow of the 
inner man, and discerning the thoughts and the in- 
tentions of the heart. Now it is the reviving 
memory of something which a mother has taught 
us, whose place is empty, and whose voice is 
hushed ; now the last words of a friend whose 
grave is not yet green ; now some quaint sentence 
culled from heathen lore ; now a scrap from a 
simple story-book, and now a Bible text. What- 
ever touches, quickens, checks, rebukes, sustains 
and comforts, warns, encourages, wherever 
spoken, written, read, or heard — that is the 
Word of God.— £. M, Geldart, 
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SEPTEMBER 7. 



/ therefore^ the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthily of the calling where%fith ye were called, 
with all lowliness and meekness^ with longsuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love; giving diligence to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. — EPHES. iv. 1-3. 

OUR faith in ourselves, our faith in our own 
best, our faith in man, has to fight very 
hard for life sometimes. There is so much to try 
it. And yet to believe that * the hidden man of 
the heart * has a right to set us our task, to revere 
the command so spoken to us as spoken with the 
divine warrant — that is to read the thought of 
Christ and of Paul, and to stand upon humanity's 
upward track. — Douglas IValmsley, 

It is not hereafter only that God invites men to 
dwell with Him ; and whilst walking in this 
world, indifferent to none of its concerns, careless 
of none of its interests, with all the marks of its 
citizenship upon us, our spirit need beat against 
no earthly barrier, nor to find rest need we fly 
away ; and yet all the while be building upon the 
everlasting foundations, and more and more have 
our conversation in heaven, whilst only keeping 
close to the spiritual aspects and opportunities of 
every mortal day \—John Hamilton Thorn, 
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SEPTEMBER 8. 



Thou art my beloved son, — LuKE iii. 22. 

BEHOLD now in Jesus a revelation of the 
way in which man is brought to know that 
there is a Living God, a God living in him as in 
all things, his infinite and nearest relative. Only 
thus, by being true to the Sonship, to which, 
whatever else he may doubt or deny, every man 
is unquestionably summoned, does he come to 
know the Fatherhood, the more than Fatherhood, 
of the Highest. * Because ye are sons. He hath 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying. Father ! * Only thus, not by searching 
the outward Universe, though we ascend all its 
heights and plunge into its profoundest depths, is 
the thirst of the heart for the Living God ever ap- 
peased. Only thus is that other than the visible 
world with which science concerns itself, the world 
of thought, of ideas, of transcendent energies, 
the world, of the ever-present reality of which 
we have an irresistible witness within — only thus 
does the infinite heaven that overarches that world 
even as the visible firmament overarches this earth, 
open to us, beyond sight, beyond knowledge, 
becomes our consciousness of the Living God. 

W. H, Fumess. 
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SEPTEMBER 9. 

Stand in awe and sin not : commune with your own heart 
upon your bed and be still, — Psalm iv. 4. 

WHEN once it is revealed to us that 
righteousness is to be sought where 
the Heart-searcher seeks it, not in the material 
thing done, but in the spiritual spring from 
which it issues, we discover that it may 
indeed be infinite, and stretch in advance of a 
progressive nature, as the object of eternal 
aspiration. He that is faithful in the first alter- 
native that tests him, not only acts more promptly 
but also sees further in the next : each little grace 
invites a larger ; and his step being upwards, his 
view is wider. New modes of aflFection stir 
within him, and remodel the order of his ideal 
life ; even filling, it may be, with unsuspected 
meaning the language of saintly souls, which 
before had been to him as the jargon of an un- 
• known tongue. It is not in childhood only, but 
ever after, that the well-ordered mind asserts 
its expansiveness in all its capacities and dimen- 
sions at once. The reason, it is admitted, may 
for ever learn, and in learning for ever grow, and 
penetrate further into the Truth of things. But 
the conscience too has a field not less boundless 
and an apprehension as fine in tracing the lines 
and discerning the relations of the Good, 

James Martineau. 
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SEPTEMBER 10. 

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong.— \ Corinthians xvi. 13. 

AWAKE to the true significance of that 
life which we live not to ourselves 
alone. Let not others look to you in vain for the 
helping hand and the cheering word ; let not a 
single heart long in vain for that sympathy which 
every human being can have for every other, 
but of which, alas I our suflFering and perplexed 
brother often finds us dry and poor. Watch, 
lest God's perpetually fresh revelations find your 
eyes closed and your souls shut ; , lest a spirit that 
might have opened to you a store of new and rich 
life, have roused in you possibilities of growth 
that may henceforward never wake again, should 
pass by you unnoticed, and, longing for com- 
munion, weeping secretly for lack of fellowship 
with some receptive soul, carry away with it a 
saddened experience of life, and a fruitless wealth 
of thoughts that might have stirred the kindling 
life of others, and words that * for lack of listeners 
were not said.' Watch, lest those duties of kindly 
benevolence and piety, which God places in the 
way of all, be left unnoticed, unfulfilled, while 
each one doubts whether it can be his business to 
step forward and meet them. Watch, for we 
know not how soon our means of earthly useful- 
ness, our opportunities for faithful service of God 
on earth, may end. — J. Edwin Odgers, 
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SEPTEMBER 11 

For as the rain cometh down and the snow from 
heaven^ and retumeth not thither^ but watereth the earthy 
and maketh it bring forth and bud^ and giveth seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth : it shall not return unto me 
voidy but it shall accomplish that which J please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it,— ISA. Iv. lo, 1 1. 

EITHER by doing or by bearing we must act, 
in order to harvest anything. Action is 
to thought and feeling, what the leaf is to the 
crude sap ; then of action, habit is the blossom ; 
and of habit, character is the fruit. Character is 
the concentrated result of life, its organized de- 
posit, its harvest in us, and the seed of after-life. 
Between the bearings and the doings, our years 
are passing fast. Death is pre-determined in 
our frames as in that of the leaves. From ten to 
twenty, we hardly know it. From twenty to thirty 
we know, but little care. At thirty, we begin to 
care ; for already June is well-nigh past I Are we 
leafing yet ? Are we only leafing ? Or are we 
so leafing that life's autumn shall find us rich in 
pleasant fruit ? Are we ripening seed ? 

William C. Gannett, 

While a healthy body helps to make a healthy 
soul, the reverse is yet more true. Mind lifts up, 
purifies, sustains the body. Mental and moral 
activity keeps ihe body healthy, strong, and young, 
preserves from decay and renews life. 

James Freeman Clarke. 
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SEPTEMBER 12. 



In your patience ye shall win your souls, — Luke xxi. 19. 

TRUE patience means a determined and per- 
severing eflFort. We are exhorted, not only 
to endure with patience, but to run with patience 
the race which is set before us : the meaning of 
which is expressed in our modern phrase — staying 
power, which means anything but the power to 
stand still and do nothing with unflinching forti- 
tude or unmoved callousness. It is this staying 
power which wins the great successes and achieves 
the highest felicities of life. — Charles C. Coe. 

The good, for which all things are steadily 
working, is an infinite good ; it begins here in our 
feeblest effort towards the right, it can only end 
in the perfect life of God beyond the present 
sphere. He has so ordained it, that in using this 
life without abusing it, living day by day in sym- 
pathy with all that is good and true in the common 
life of the world around us, and laying our heart 
freely open to every pure and helpful influence 
there springs up within us a clear discernment 
and an inward assurance of things spiritual, which 
they never attain to who seek it in artificial way 
or by processes of reasoning and logic. 

C. H. Wellbeloved, 
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SEPTEMBER 13. 

Who is among you that feareth the Lord^ that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant f he that walketh in darkness^ and 
hath no light ^ let him trust in the nam£ of the Lordy and 
stay upon his God, — Isaiah 1. lo. 

THE sanctions of human courts rest on the 
delegated authority of a higher and divine 
Court ; that is, the moral law finally reveals itself 
as a declaration of the will of God, or as an utter- 
ance of the mind of the Perfect Being, who is the 
Absolute Righteousness, everlastingly energizing, 
* blowing under foot in clover, shining overhead 
in stars,* the Infinite Soul communing with the 
finite soul, and commanding it to come up higher. 

William Binns, 

Dear Friends, this is a word of encourage- 
ment for us, in the hardness which there is in all 
duty. Keep on in it, * endure,' — and out of every 
cross of duty will come its special crown of 
blessing. Hard dogged industry will brighten 
into happy activity. Stern truth will strengthen 
life into a fearless simplicity. Firm patience will 
beget a quiet, immovable steadfastness. Cheer- 
fulness — enforced at first — by and by inspires 
a gracious contentment ; and self-sacrifice -at 
.first a conscious struggle — loses itself in the self- 
forgetfulness of Love. In such ways as these the 
daily crosses of duty change into the many-rayed 
crown of life. — Brooke Herford. 
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SEPTEMBER 14. 



A mofis life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth, — LUKE xii. 15. 

THE Christian must be anxious for the purity 
of his own soul : without individual con- 
secration unto God, everything done is worthless : 
but we must not be anxious for ourselves alone, 
and leave our neighbour to run into spiritual 
danger unwarned. Bound to each other by the 
love which Grod has shown to us as His children, 
bound to each other as members of the Universal 
Church of Christ, no one can suffer without all 
suffering with him. — S. A, SteinthaL 

He who, at the end of his course on earth, can 
look back over a life in which thought and love 
and duty, justice, kindliness and help, apprecia- 
tion of beauty and good, have been supreme, — 
such a man can but know that his life has been a 
success. While he whose dominant principles 
have been selfish and sordid and earthly, whose 
eyes and ears have been closed to the lovely 
forms and the low sweet voices of the beautiful, 
the true, and the good ; though he come to his 
end loaded down with possessions and decorations, 
is yet. written all over with failure. 

MinotJ. Savage. 
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SEPTEMBER 15. 



Thy will be done. — MATTHEW vi. lo. 

PRAYER is not so much a word or an act : it 
is a certain condition of the soul to receive 
influences from spiritual fountains of power. It is 
a certain openness and receptivity, whereby every 
sense and faculty becomes an inlet from the gulf 
stream of Divine life. In such a state of sensi- 
tiveness to every touch of the Spirit, we never 
think of getting anything, we are only conscious 
of becoming something, our beings are exalted, our 
natures are enlarged. In the perfect prayer, 
there is never one question as to whether we can 
persuade God to give us anything ; God gives 
Himself to us, and the soul receives, with trembling 
joy, the unspeakable gift, saying, 'I have said 
unto the Lord, Thou art my God I ' When we 
can say that, there can be no argument about 
meaner gifts. We come out of our wayward 
selves, that we may find our true selves in the 
changeless God. — Frank Walters, 

Prayer fails because to the soul there was no 
real presence of God while we were praying. 

John Hamilton Thorn, 
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dEPTEMBERl 16. 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth^ that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
etemcU //>fe.— Galatians vi. 7. 

SURELY there occur to every uncorrupted 
heart some stirrings of a diviner life ; some 
consciousness, obscure and transient it may be, 
but deep and authoritative, of a nobler calling than 
we have yet obeyed ; a rooted dissatisfaction with 
self, a suspicion of some poison in the will, a help- 
less veneration for somewhat that is gazed at 
with a sigh as out of reach. It is the touch of 
God upon us ; His heavy hand laid upon our 
conscience, and felt by all who are not numb with 
the paral3rtic twist of sin. — James Martineau. 

Every power that is put into action goes on 
to a determined limit assigned by God. His 
judgments are not judgments that wait like thunder 
bolts under His throne ready to dart forth when 
He shall command ; but they are accumulating in 
the soul of every man in the relation in which 
every man stands to his fellow-men. Every 
event which is going to happen to you next week, 
every coming event is prepared for by your 
inmost thought and interest for months and 
years past. God's judgments are instantaneous, 
present, growing. — W. H. Channing. 
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SEPTEMBER 17. 

Rejoice in the Lora alway : again I will say. Rejoice, 

Philippians iv. 4. 

MAN cannot be the only or the highest 
thing that loves in this vast universe. 
There is — there must be — in it some great, deep 
Heart of sympathy, the infinite counterpart of our 
faint and feeble human love ; for we could not be 
so moved and awed by unreality and deadness ; 
and till we feel this — till we feel that the holy 
tenderness which comes over us at the sight of 
boundless oceans or setting suns or starry skies — 
that the strong sympathies which seize us when 
we think of human sufferings and wrongs, and will 
not let us rest till we have done our utmost to 
relieve and redress them — cannot be explained by 
any curious network of nerves and fibres, by any 
laws of chemistry or mechanics, but is a living 
breath from the Omnipresent Love, working 
unseen, but ever active beneath the material veil 
of things — we do not truly believe ; the cold 
inference of reason is not yet quickened into a 
living faith; God is still a name rather than a 
power, a force than an agent, an operation than a 
person. — John James Tayler, 

What is religion but sympathetic joy in the 
unbounded beneficence of God ? 

W, E. Channing. 
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SEPTEMBER 18. 

In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to 
another; in honour preferring one another. — ROM. xii. lo. 

THE element of beauty is needed in our 
conduct, as elsewhere in human life. 
Kindness supplies this grace and charm, in that 
it carries regard for others to the point of 
xnsking it a fine art. Nothing is more beautiful 
in human intercourse than purely unselfish love, 
— of man and woman, of mother and child, of 
brother and sister, of whole-hearted friends. 
Beautiful, too, is the good man's regard for all 
other members of the great human family, 
when nothing that is human is alien to his 
heart ; when the sight of the weak, the ignorant, 
and the poor, reminds him that we are all of one 
primal nature, and that the law of kindness is 
the supreme law for man. 

Nicholas P. Gilman. 

Fear no evil, for He is with you. O blessed 
reason ! For a few more nights the light may 
be hidden from our eyes, and for a few more 
days the full tide of joy may be withheld from 
our hearts ; but He is keeping for us, in 
His sure hand, all that is worth our having, 
— all that will make up the rich inheritance 
of the unchanging world, where there will be 
no more ills to fear. — John Page Hopps, 
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SEPTEMBER 19. 



Rejoice with them that rejoice, — Romans xii. 15. 

TO the open and generous heart, the joy of 
Nature should be contagious. Have I 
troubles, worries, absorbing cares ? Yet suppose 
through it all I had the sight of a friend who was 
full of a great and noble happiness, should not a 
gleam of his happiness be reflected in me ? 
Shakespeare makes Orlando say : * Oh, how 
bitter a thing it is to look into happiness 
through another man's eyes I ' But one should 
cultivate the very reverse of that feeling, and 
learn to rejoice in another's happiness as if it 
were his own. A woman who had known heavy 
sorrow once said to me, * When my own life was 
saddest, the sight of other people's happiness 
always gave me pleasure.' To keep sympathy 
like that is to have a share in all the joys of 
humanity. He who looks with such eyes has 
part in the bliss of happy lovers, in the mother's 
fulness of heart as she caresses her baby, in the 
glow with which the ardent workman achieves his 
task. The majestic and infinite joys of Nature 
may pour themselves into his spirit — the splendour 
of her sunrises and midnights — the great tide of 
incoming life. — G. S. Merriam. 
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SEPTEMBER 20. 

Finally brethren^ whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honourable, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

Philippians iv. 8. 

THERE is always action and reaction. If the 
great soul makes the great hope, the great 
hope makes the great soul — at least the greater 
soul. Was never great hope yet which did not 
greaten him that cherished it. We are saved by 
hope, as the apostle said. Let a man hope for 
any great and noble thing, a high success in 
business or in art, the love of a true woman, his 
children's growth in every spiritual grace, the 
advance of some good cause, the destruction of 
some vested wrong, the triumph of some glorious 
principle, the opportunity of an immortal life, and 
the strength and greatness of that hope will pass 
into his soul. — -J, W, Chadwick. 

To get good, is animal ; to do good, is human ; 
to be good, is divine. The true use of a man's 
possessions is to help his work ; and the best end 
of all his work is to show us what he is. The 
noblest workers of our world bequeath us nothing 
so great as the image of themselves. 

fames Martineau, 
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SEPTEMBER ^21. 

Why art thou cast down^ O my soul I and why art thou 

disquieted within me f 
Hope thou in God: for 1 shall yet praise him who is the 

health of my countenance and my God.—^FSALU xlii. 1 1. 

SOME earnest enthusiasm of life is the 
effectual cure for all disquiet. There will 
always be minor cares and troubles for those who 
are at leisure to attend to them ; nor can we be 
rescued from these except by interests and pur- 
suits that take us out of their region. If a man 
was to spend his time in watching and correcting 
his faults of temper, he might give himself up to 
smallness for ever ; but if he could be filled with 
the zest of devoted and instructed work in the 
service of any large affection, sweetness and 
goodness would begin to dwell with him, and 
pettiness vanish away. — John Hamilton Thorn. 

The man of a cheerful spirit — especially if he 
be of a thoughtful and sympathetic nature, and 
endowed with a quick perception of what is due 
to others' feelings as well as his own — is a 
blessing to all around him, teaching them by 
his friendly counsels, animating them by his 
bright example, and assisting them by hi^ 
fraternal efforts to take up their various burdens, 
and, as pilgrims tha^t beguile their journey with 
pleasant conversation and snatches of sweet song, 
to go rejoicing on their way together. 

Joseph Hutton. 
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SEPTEMBER 22. 



When Jesus ended these words^ the multitudes were 
astonished at his teaching. — Matthew vii. 28. 

WHEN we find our way to the heart of 
the Sermon on the Mount, we love to 
believe that a divine inspiration has given to it 
the place it holds as the key-note of the Gospels. 
It is so full of good cheer that, when we take it 
to our own hearts, we find our life is shorn of 
very many of the troubles we go half-way to 
meet, and so full of the divine truth and grace 
that it comes home to the sincere soul in some 
such way as a sum well done comes home to a 
man with a good head for figures ; while, if we 
believed and accepted the truth it tells us, there 
would be no more trouble or dismay, either about 
the way of life or its consummation, and no painful 
surmise about the doctrines and dogmas which lie 
outside its sunny boundaries, because the inward 
life and light we may find there would make the 
whole earth luminous to the hearer as it was to 
the preacher, and as much of heaven as we need 
to see through the veil. — Robert Colly er. 
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SEPTEMBER 23. 



He that sinneth against vte^ wrongeth his own soul. 

Proverbs viii. 36. 

IT is a pitiable desecration of such a nature 
as ours to give it up to the world. Some 
baser thing might have been given without regret ; 
but to bow down reason and conscience, to bind 
them to the clods of earth, to contract those 
faculties that spread themselves out beyond the 
world, even to infinity — to contract them to 
worldly trifles — it is pitiable ; it is something to 
mourn and to weep over. He who sits down in a 
dungeon which another has made, has not such 
cause to bewail himself as he who sits down in 
the dungeon which he has thus made for himself. 
Poverty and destitution are sad things ; but there 
ib no such poverty, there is no such destitution as 
that of a covetous and worldly heart. Poverty is 
a sad thing ; but there is no man so poor as he 
who is poor in his affections and virtues. Many a 
house is full, where the mind is unfurnished, and 
the heart is empty ; and no hovel of mere penury 
ever ought to be so sad as that house. Behold, 
it is left desolate — to the immortal it is left 
desolate, as the chambers of death. Death is 
there indeed ; and it is the death of the soul ! 

Orvilk Dewey. 
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SEPTEMBER 24. 



Be not overcome ofevil^ but overcome evil with good, 

Romans xii. 21. 

AS some appear to bend their religion to 
their weaknesses and passions, so there are 
others who, receiving the revelation of God in that 
simplicity and purity in which He has been pleased 
to deliver it, appear to rest satisfied with this specu- 
lative attainment, and suppose all their duty to be 
consummated in thinking well. The religion of 
Christ in all its beautiful truth, is indeed an honour 
to him who possesses it ; but then it is the whole 
truth, in its power as well as in its purity, that must 
fit it to our wants and to our wishes ; it must be in 
us a vital and actuating principle, in order to answer 
this end ; it must be a religion possessing the heart, 
sanctifying the affections, and attended with all the 
fruits of a pious, virtuous and useful life. 

George Walker, 

In the spirit of the little child can we best hear 
and understand and do the will of God. In any 
other we lose some of the purity of heart through 
which alone we see Him ; and at the same time 
something, whatever we may think to the contrary, 
of our hold upon our fellow-men. 

W, M. Ainsworih. 
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That through patience and through comfort of the 
Scriptures we might have hope, — ROMANS xv. 4. 

GOD be thanked for books ; they are the 
voices of the distant and the dead, and 
make us heirs of the spiritual life of past ages. 
Books are the true levellers. They give to all, 
who will faithfully use them, the society, the 
spiritual presence of the best and greatest of our 
race. — W. E, Channing. 

We might see so much more beauty if we 
willed It. We might cause many unknown feel- 
ings to flower if we were not in such a hurry to 
feel strong ones. We miss iu the swing of excite- 
ment many opportunities of giving sympathy in 
little things to those we love, which, if they had 
been used, would have added finer fancies, subtler 
and sweeter shades to our power of feeling. So 
many thoughts are just touched and laid aside, 
half thought and then forgotten, that it is pitiable 
how much is wasted in ourselves. We go through 
the meadows of our own hearts crushing with a 
careless step the flowers. There is no need to 
walk so fast. — Stop ford A, Brooke, 



269 



Digitized 



by Google 



SEPTEMBER 26. 

Let your speech be always withgrace^ seasoned with salt. 

COLOSSIANS iv. 6. 

THERE is speech which is all salt, with no 
grace, — withering wit, stinging sarcasm, 
covert innuendo: words that sound kind and sheath 
their point only that it may pierce- the deeper, 
poisoned arrows tipped with honey; and these 
often from persons of blameless life, sometimes 
under the pretence of candour. Yet how harshly 
out of tune with the law of the Lord, that is per- 
fect ; the statutes of the Lord, that are right ; 
the commandment of the Lord, that is pure ! 
Equally out of tune is the talk about others to 
willing ears, when it is not true, just, considerate, 
and kind ; when it assumes for conduct the worst 
construction, when it gives currency to what may 
be concealed without harm, when it spreads cen- 
sorious rumours which it cannot verify. Such 
words leave a bitter taste in the mouth. 

Under the same head of harsh discord, come 
all fhese utterances of peevishness, ill-temper, 
irritability, by which, if ourselves out of gearing 
with things as they are, we are prone to diffuse 
our discomfort, to spread the contagion of our dis- 
ordered nerves, and to take care that those about 
us shall be no happier than we are ! 

Andrew P, Peabody. 



270 



Digitized 



by Google 



SEPTEMBER 27. 



Love erwietk not — I CORINTHIANS xiii. 4. 

WE, who are ordinary people, are apt to 
develop a discontent that runs into envy 
and jealousy, until it becomes bitter and hard, and 
that destroys not only our own happiness, but 
is exceedingly unjust towards those in the pre- 
sence of whom we are thus discontented and 
envious. Suppose a person is handsomer than I 
am, has more brain power, more money, occupies 
a more distinguished position in society. For 
what is such a person responsible ? He did not 
make himself handsome. He did not earn the 
money which he inherited. He did not manufac- 
ture the brain power which has come from his 
ancestors. These things are conferred upon him. 
It is not out of spite to us, that he is handsomer 
or richer or better endowed in any way. It is no 
personal injury to us, on his part, that he pos- 
sesses these things. He is onl> responsible for 
the use that he makes of these endowments ; and, 
therefore, his responsibility may be larger and 
more critical than ours. But there is something 
unspeakably mean and little-souled in being bitter, 
envious, spiteful toward a person, because he is 
better off in any way than we are. 

MinotJ, Savage. 
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Let lozfe be without hypocrisy, — Romans xii. 9. 

HERE stands one of the noblest outlooks 
and entrances to your house. It is that 
avenue of sympathy by which you not only reach 
the common interests of mankind, but through 
some touch of fellow-feeling in yourself, enter into 
the faith of the faithful, the courage of the brave, 
the tenderness of the lover, the strength of the 
conqueror. Many a blessed revelation is given to 
the willing and waiting soul, but scarcely any that 
surpasses this, — the disclosures that sometimes 
come to us of the exquisite goodness in human 
hearts. Well for us, if we find out that goodness, 
because we have that in ourselves which is akin 
to it and calls it out. Well for us, even if it comes 
in response not to our sympathy, but to our defect 
and need, — the forgiveness of a pure heart that 
we have wronged falling upon us with its blessing, 
the help that answers our cry, the heart that 
takes upon itself our burden. Human help in 
our need, human forgiveness of our wrong-doing, 
human love in our loneliness : these are the sac- 
raments through which, at their sweetest and 
purest, we feel a Divine help and forgiveness and 
love flowing into our souls. — G. S. Merriam. 
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SEPTEMBER 2d. 

There is one body^ and one Spirit^ even as also ye were 
called in one hope of your calling : one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, 
and through all, and in alL — Ephesians iv. 4, 5. 

THE kingdom of God is as universal as the 
air and sunlight : is bound up with no 
particular church, and demands no feeling un- 
natural to man. It is of God, but it is for men. 
It rests in its heavenly place, far above the fret 
and fume of contending opinions ; but in the 
midst also of the heart of mankind. It reposes 
on a few simple truths, — the Fatherhood of God ; 
the Sonhood of Mankind ; the redemption of all 
through educating love ; the communion of all with 
one another in the work of charity — truths so 
simple when they are grasped, so fitted for the 
wisest and the poorest, so ennobling in their 
impulse and their influence, so expansive to 
enfold and enlighten all the. realms oi human 
action and human feeling, that we are astonished 
that we have been blind so long, and at last cry, 
our heart broken with a great joy : * My Father, 
make me a little child! ' — Siopford A, Brooke, 

The deep heart of God made known and acces- 
sible to His children, — this and nothing less than 
this, we touch in Jesus Christ. 

Henry Wilder Foote. 
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The Lord is righteous in all his waysy and gracious in all 

his works. 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him^ to all 

that call upon him in truth, — Psalm cxlv. 17, 18. 

IN Him alone, but in Him for ever, there is 
Rest. In evil days, when just men strive 
in vain to beat back the hosts of wrong, and mad 
tyrannies gall the heart with shouts of triumph, 
the Sentinel of every world is on His sleepless 
watch, and knows how to protect it from surprise. 
He is the continuous thread of all our years, and 
His love throws in each pattern of beauty woven 
into their texture : and when the images of the 
past, the distant fields, the dear abode, the gracious 
forms, the vivid hopes, the earnest heroisms, of 
our young days, gleam with a fairer light through 
the sorrows and failures of maturity, — it is His 
breathing spirit that dissipates the cloud of time, 
and sends His reviving sunshine through. Only 
let us be at one with Him, and our life gathers 
down upon it the strength of His infinite serenity. 
The simple thought, that * God is here,' — that the 
august Ordainer of our trust and supporter of our 
faithfulness is present in the very hiding-places of 
the soul, — contains within it the most powerful 
agencies of religion. — James Martineau, 
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OCTOBER 1. 
The truth shall make you free, — John viii. 32. 

WHEN courage fails, and faith burns low, 
And men are timid grown. 
Hold fast thy loyalty, and know 
That Truth still moveth on. 

For unseen messengers she hath 

To work her will and ways. 
And even human scorn and wrath 

God turneth to her praise. 

She can both meek and lordly be, 

In heavenly might secure ; 
With her is pledge of victory. 

And patience to endure. 

The race is not unto the swift, 

The battle to the strong, 
When dawn her judgment-days that sift 

The claims of right and wrong. 

And more than thou canst do for Truth 

Can she on thee confer, 
If thou, O heart, but give thy youth 

And manhood unto her. 

For she can make thee inly bright, 

Thy self-love purge away. 
And lead thee in the path whose light 

Shines to the perfect day. 

Frederick L, Hosmer, 
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OCTOBER 2. 



As he was prayingy the fashtonlof his countenance was 
alteredy and his raiment became white and dazzling, 

Luke ix. 29. 

RELIGION is this transfiguration of all the 
facts of life, it is the view of all things suh 
specie aetemitcUiSy the realisation of life as the 
incarnation of sublime ideals. Such religion is 
often spoken of as dreamy and impractical ; but 
until we get more of this ideal element into 
common life, the work of the world will never be 
properly done. It was the transfigured Christ 
who alone could reach the deepest needs of men ; 
it was he who alone could drive out the evil spirit 
before which the practical, worldly-wise men had 
been standing in hopeless impotence. Men do 
their work badly, as drudgery and degradation, 
because* they cannot see the religious side of it, 
because they have no vision of the divine 
purpose which co-operates in all useful labour. 
A great musician once translated the blows of the 
blacksmith's hammer into music. We want an 
inspired prophet to translate all the work of the 
world into the music of the spheres, and show the 
relation of the humblest service to the highest 
law. — Frank Walters, 
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OCTOBER 3. 

The Lord is good to all; and his tender mercies are over 

all his works. 
All thy works shall give thanks unto thee^ O Lord; and 

thy saints shall bless thee. 
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom^ and talk of 

thy power ; 
To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts^ and 

the ^lory of the majesty of his kingdom. 

Psalm cxlv. 9-12. 

GO out into the woods in the fair October 



I 



days. Over a million flickering leaves, the 
innocent fires of autumn pour their flaming 
glories. Every imperial tint appears, — of scarlet 
and crimson, orange and yellow. The climbing 
vines hang from the branches their unbought 
draperies, more gorgeous than those of kings' 

palaces When we go out amid the 

infinite beauty of the advancing or declining year, 
and listen to the melodies of woods and winds 
and waters, — all new every hour, every 
moment, — shall we think they come by accident, 
or by some blind, cold law ? I had rather be 

* A pagan suckled in a creed outworn,' 
amid * the intelligible forms of ancient poets,' and 
* the fair humanities of old religion ; * for the 
Greeks saw something divine in Nature, — caught 
glimpses of naiads by the mountain streams, and 
of dryads hiding in the summer woods. Their 
ignorance was wiser than our cold reason, which 
disenchants Nature of love and life. But wiser 
still the conception which finds God, the universal 
Father, above all, through all, and in all. 

James Freeman Clarke. 
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Commune with your own heart and be still. — Psalm iv. 4. 

WE are always working at high-pressure, 
living our lives at what is not seldom a 
very dangerous rate ; and, in the competition, 
bustle, and hurry, there is not a little danger that 
all silent meditation, all self-examination, all com- 
muning with one's own soul, and with the Great 
Soul of souls, be simply thrust out and forgotten. 
* I have no time for it,* is the universal cry. 
Every vacant moment must be devoted to giving 
rest to the weary frame or aching head, and to do 
this men are contented to starve their hearts to 
death. The men and women of the last genera- 
tion had many a leisure hour and many a long 
quiet evening to spend in silent self-communion, 
or in meditation on the words and works of the 
holy dead. They might, perhaps, have done with- 
out fixed times for worship. But from us these 
opportunities are too often taken away. We have 
to make appointments for everything, and duties 
left to leisure moments seldom get performed. So 
that unless each day we specially dedicate a 
certain time to prayer, unless each week we have 
a day consecrated to the worship of God, we run 
a great risk of starving our religious life. 

C.J, Perry, 
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His truth is a shield and a buckler, — Psalm xci. 4. 

THERE is a certain strictness and peremp- 
toriness about truth which makes her 
unattractive in the eyes of the world : we must 
love her for herself alone ; we must love her when 
she leads furthest from the ordinary haunts of men. 
But noble are the rewards which she will confer 
on those who attend upon her with the diligence 
and simplicity of a warm and disinterested attach- 
ment She will * guide them though this world 
by her counsel ; * and will finally bring them to 
glory. — Henry Turner, 

Not only its human affections guide it (the 
soul) to Him ; not only its deep wants, its dangers, 
and helplessness guide it to Him ; there are still 
higher indications of the end for which it was 
made. It has a capacity of more than human love, 
a principle or power of adoration, which cannot 
bound itself to finite natures, which carries up the 
thoughts above the visible universe, and which, 
in approaching God, rises into a solemn transport, 
a mingled awe and ioy, prophetic of a higher life ; 
and a brighter signature of our end and happiness 
cannot be conceived. — W, E. Channing, 
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Depart from evil^ and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 

Psalm xxxiv. 14. 

BELIEVE in truth ; believe in virtue. They 
are not shams, but realities. Do not think 
the world is stronger than God in the conflict with 
falsehood and wrong ; and when you have once 
taken a course which you know is right, however 
it may be thwarted and opposed, feel certain of 
victory at last, because God is with you. Despair 
and distrust wither the best of causes. The world 
will take you at your word, and not set a higher 
value on any interest, however sacred, than you 
set on it yourself. If you love truth, if you honour 
humanity, if you think right and justice and 
freedom indispensable conditions of the world's 
progress and happiness, then serve these interests 
with such energy and confidence as if you felt that 
they could not perish ; as if you knew that the 
eternal law of the universe was bound up with 
their preservation and their triumph, but felt and 
knew at the same time that the God whose child 
you are, and the Christ in whose spirit you desire 
to live, had left that preservation and that triumph 
dependent on the fidelity, the effort, and the self- 
sacrifice of free and responsible men. 

John James Tayler, 
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The word of his gtace^ which is able to build you up. 

Acts xx. 32. 

IF we have any value for our principles, we 
shall rejoice in the opportunities that are 
afforded us of serving the cause of truth in seasons 
of persecution (occurring in the course of divine 
Providence, and not sought by ourselves, for that 
would be ostentation and presumption) as the only 
way in which many persons have it in their power 
to promote it, to any great purpose. For all can 
advance the cause by suffering, though but few 
have sufficient ability to argue for it. 

Joseph Priestley. 

Since we are set here so fast in the midst of 
duty that we cannot escape if we would, we must 
find a way, even if we cannot find beauty in duty, 
to bring beauty out of it. Do you suppose that 
God has made the rest of the world so beautiful, 
that His laws cannot help evolving loveliness 
everywhere as they go on their shining course — 
and that man's work is an intrusion, the only 
undivine thing in all this healthy activity of the 
universe ? — Henry Wilder Foote, 
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OCTOBER 8. 

To this end have I been bom^ and to this end am I 
come into the worlds that I should bear witness unto the 
truth,— JOHV xviii. 37. 

THAT truth is sacred and inviolable is a first 
principle in morals : and no object of 
education is of greater importance than to form 
the mind early to a high sense of true honour, to 
inculcate a supreme love of truth, and an habitual 
regard to it, to excite an ardent thirst after it, 
impartiality, and unremitting diligence in the in- 
vestigation of it, courage in professing it, firmness 
and fortitude in adhering to it. The Son of God 
tells us, that to bear witness to truth was the chief 
end of his birth and mission into the world. Many 
of the greatest and wisest of men have thought 
life well employed in searching after truth, and 
not a few have ventured to sacrifice all that was 
valuable in life to a public profession of principles 
which they have deemed useful to mankind, and 
some have even sealed their testimony with their 
blood. — Thomas Bekham. 

A GENUINE conscience is a growing conscience 
— one that is perpetually becoming more prompt, 
more keen, more tender. It is in this mainly that 
the growth of character consists. Where there is 
no increase of moral excellence, there is always 
danger of decrease. — Andrew P. Peabody, ^ 



flSa 



Digitized 



by Google 



OCTOBER 9- 

Guide me in thy truth and teach me^ for thou urt the God 
of my salvation J on thee da I wait all the day. 

Psalm xxv, 5. 

TO the full-orbed splendour of the truth con- 
cerning God or man we certainly have not 
attained. But, as it moves upon its heavenly 
path, — this body of truth, — it is continually 
attracting to itself new increments of light and 
warmth and cheer. The Unknowable is a figment 
of the philosophical imagination. There is no 
Unknowable. There is the unknown, and it is 
vast ; but it is knowable, and every day a little 
more of it is known. And what is known is so 
stupendous and so marvellous that it may well 
quicken our hearts sometimes with thoughts that 
are too deep for tears. Let us cherish no 
illusions, let us make no vain pretence, let us 
speak the fullest truth and do the plainest duty 
that we know ; and then we shall not widely fail 
of what is best for us in this or any world which 
shares the boundless fulness of the life of God. 

y. W, Chadwick. 

There is one thing, and only one, which for 
every human being is true welfare, power, peace, 
blessing, beatitude. It is rectitude, it is sanctity, 
it is love — love of God and man. ... 

Orville Dewey, 
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OCTOBER 10. 



WM freedom did Christ set us free.— Galatiahs v. i. 

BY a beautiful compensation of our nature, the 
sacrifices which are sometimes required to 
obtain the privilege of speaking truth and acting 
uprightly, exalt in the same degree the enjoyment 
which springs from every virtuous exercise of the 
faculties. Having thrown off" by one noble effort 
all the fetters which restrained the free action of 
the mind, we can now give ourselves up to the 
full delight of following truth wherever it leads, 
and of obeying to its utmost requirements the 
bidding of the sacred voice within. Sacrifice 
brings its reward by converting simple duty into 
positive happiness. We have attained our end in 
the liberty to work freely with God. 

John James Tayler. 

Oh 1 when dead theories cease to be thrust 
between us and Christ, and he is allowed with his 
own benign power to enter our hearts, and to tell 
us what he has heard with the Father, what we 
too may hear, and how he has solved life's 
problem by seeking that Father's will, we shall 
find that he is for ourselves * a quickening spirit,' 
and gives us fellowship, not only with himself, 
but with God,— James Drummond. 
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The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places^ 
Yea^ I have a goodly heritage,--?SM.U xvi. 6. 

IT is October, and again the deed is done 1 
The ripened seed-vessels hold the hope of 
the world. New root, new stem, new leaf, new 
bud, and all the possibilities that sleep in them, 
are there wrapped up together. In these, the 
next spring's resurrection, next summer's glory, 
next autumn's gold and red, lie already in embryo. 
And everything is safe. Fear not, O lands 1 Be 
not afraid, O fields 1 Let the leaves die, and the 
cold come out of the north. 

IVilHam C. Gannett. 

The real beauty of life is in health of mind, 
strength of will, vigour of purpose. The real 
poetry of life is in the noble effort which does 
not rest till it has accomplished its end ; in the 
undying pursuit of that which we know to be 
best; in the battle for right ; in the resolution 
and the power to live above the standard of the 
world ; in the ravishment which is born of seeing 
truth, love, justice, purity, as they are seen by 
God, not as they are seen by men, and in un- 
resting, yet unhasting endeavour to become at 
one with them. — Stopford A, Brooke. 
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They that trust in him shall understand the truths and 
the faithful shall abide with him in love. — Wisdom Hi. 9. 

SURELY by nothing have men more approved 
their nobleness than by their inability to sit 
down in quiet patience, or to lie in slothful ease, 
before the curtain that conceals the mystery of 
the Eternal ; even as the imprisoned bird, beating 
his wings against the obstructions of his cage in 
futile efforts to escape into the heaven's illimitable 
blue, is by such fruitlessness approved a creature 
of diviner essence than if, so long as he had 
seeds enough to eat and other comfortable 
appliances, he were not concerned with anything 
which possibly might be beyond his gilded bars. 
As the bird's restlessness declares him native to 
the fields and sky, so man's impatience with the 
limitations of his knowledge declares him native 
to the infinite inheritance of expansive reason. 

John W, Chadwick. 

Not rigid purpose, but pliant affection ; not 
kingly command, but docile submission ; not 
even any passion for far-off excellence, but a 
willing heart for the duty that is near. The 
spirit of highest heroism before men stands as 
a little child before the face of God. 

James Martineau. 
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The Lord is my strength and my shields 
My heart hath trusted in him^ and 1 am helped: 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoicethj 
And with my song will I praise him. 

Psalm xxviii. 7. 

THE fulness of our spiritual life, the per- 
manence of our religious hope and enjoy- 
ment — in a word, our endless blessedness — are 
best secured by our fidelity to great and holy 
principles through sorrow and death. What the 
world terms disappointment is not so in reality. 
The awards of heaven come not from our suc- 
cesses, as the world terms them, but from the 
strength and courage with which we have worked, 
suffered, and resisted. — George Brown, 

If we are wise with the true wisdom of souls, 
our first need of patience sends us to God to ask 
for it. We seek a refuge from disquietude in 
His peace ; our haunting weakness drives us back 
upon His strength, till presently we find that our 
incapacity, with God's help, is stronger far than 
our completest energy without it ; and that, with 
the thorn still fretting the flesh, we can do all 
things through Him that strengtheneth us. 
Thorns may be woven into a chaplet ; and such 
a crown, though it tear and scar the brow, is the 
emblem of a royalty like Christ's. 

Charles Beard, 
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Behold^ haw good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity I 

Psalm cxxxiii. i. 

I AM surprised that intelligent men do not see 
the immense value of good temper in their 
homes ; and am amazed that they will take such 
pains to have costly houses and fine furniture, 
and yet n^lect to bring home with them good 
temper. Depend upon it, this is the most valu- 
able thing a man can send home or keep at home. 
Is well-polished mahogany so much more valuable 
than a well-tempered man or woman, that we 
must make so much sacrifice for the former, ahd 
so little for the latter, as we do oftentimes ? A 
feast of nightingales' tongues, after the classic 
sort, is very poor beside a feast of pleasant words 
from kind hearts full of mutual love, each 
assuming the other better than himself. 

Theodore Parker, 

Who has not been brought under the spell of 
the heavenly peace and trust of some pure spirits 
whom trouble does nothing to embitter, but who 
seem only sweetened and refined by it as by a 
refining fire ? Their secret lies in their unsullied 
life, which feels in all circumstances equally under 
the blessing of God. — H, Enfield Dowson, 
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Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lordf and who shall 
stand in his holy place f 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, and hath not sworn 
deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, and righteous- 
ness from the God of his salvation, — PSALM xxiv. 3-5, 

THE noblest minds carry a spirit of high con- 
scientiousness into every branch of duty. 
They make no distinction of great and small 
duties. They aim at excellence in all things. 
They will not tolerate slovenliness and inefficiency 
in any work which they deliberately undertake. 
Whatever is a duty at all, is a duty binding on 
them to discharge it well. They live as in the 
eye of God, and every task is executed as for 
His inspection and approval. — John James Tayler. 

To walk in God's way truthfully, and to do 
His work with a single heart, that is the one 
thing needful. We have but a little time to do 
it in ; let us do it while it is day. All things else 
are uncertain, and we drift and wander in them — 
Life, Love, Hopes, Fortune, Fame, Friends, all 
we pursued, day by day we lose. One thing only 
lasts, God's work on our spirit, and the work we 
do by walking in His truth upon the world. 

Stopford A. Brooke. 
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Verily I say unto you ^ Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter 
therein, — LUKE xviii. 17. 

IF Christ never deemed himself nearer to 
heaven than when in presence of the 
childlike heart, then the resources of a devout 
life cannot be remote and of difficult access, but 
so nigh unto us that, if we miss them, it is from 
their close presence rather than their distance. 
They lie, not in the newest truth, which only 
favoured minds can appreciate, but in the oldest 
affections, which may indeed lapse into uncon- 
sciousness, but whose sleep is not unto death. 
The divine claims, which demand us for a com- 
mon holiness, do not wait to be discovered by 
any strain of thought, any subtlety of intellect, 
but are pressed home upon us by the pleadings 
of a Living Advocate who will never be silent 
and never remove. ' Already taught of God,* if 
we but listen with a docile mind, we have only to 
retire to the last and inmost retreats of faith and 
love ; and life will lose its weariness, affection its 
languor, and even death its grief. Be it ours, 
amid such memories of the Spirit, to find sanctity 
and peace \— James Martineau. 
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My son^ forget not my law ; but let thine heart keep my 

commandments : 
For length of days ^ and years of life ^ and peace ^ shall they 

add to thee. 
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy 

neck J write them upon the table of thine heart: 
So shall thou find favour and good understanding in the 

sight of God and man, — Proverbs iii. 1-4, 

WHETHER we look to our acceptance with 
God, to our moral and spiritual progress, 
or our qualification for the duties of life, the 
inward state of the feelings and affections occu- 
pies the first place. A man may have clear, and 
on the whole correct views, and yet be a bad 
Christian. In that case, of what avail are his 
views to him ? They only serve to heighten 
his guilt and aggravate his condemnation. But 
let anyone have full faith in God, let him have an 
earnest love of truth, let him be self--difBdent and 
humble, let him be teachable and inquiring, let 
him be cautious in conducting his investigations, 
and sincerely desirous to apply the results to good 
and holy purposes, and then he need have no 
fear for the consequences. Already he has the 
characteristics of a virtuous man, and an upright 
Christian. Already he has the mind that was in 
Christ. Already he is on the way to the know- 
ledge which he requires to know ; and to him 
our Lord's language strictly applies, * If any man 
will do His will he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God.* — William GaskelL 
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Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father 
is fhiSy to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction^ 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world. — ^James i. 27. 

OUR joy in righteousness, our love of the 
sanctity of good men, our reverence for 
Christ, cannot be taken from us by all the 
blended powers of earth and heaven. A noble 
soul thrust into the flames of any conceivable 
hell cannot become a *lost soul' so long as it 
retains its holiness unconquered and uncorrupted. 
How can a man lose his own soul ? We can lose 
our souls by selfishness ; by greed of gain ; by 
indifference to our principles when they do not 
pay ; by selling our honour ; by seeking our own 
gains and pleasures, let who may suffer. Miss 
Austin describes one of her heroines as follows r 
*The whole of Lucy's behaviour, and the pros-^ 
perity which crowned it, may be held forth as a 
most encouraging instance of what an earnest, an 
unceasing attention to self-interest, however its 
prospect may be apparently obstructed, will do in 
securing every advantage of fortune, with no 
other sacrifice than that of time and conscience.*^ 
It is the history of a lost soul 1 How readily our 
sweetest, gentlest hopes, our purest affections, 
droop and fade in the close and murky atmo- 
sphere of our tastes and tempers. It is harder 
and harder every year to grow roses in the neigh- 
bourhood of a large town — and how hard is it Xx> 
keep a bright fair faith in goodness and truth 
unspotted from the world.' — Henry W. Crosskey^ 
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The kingdom of God is within you, — LUKExvii.2i. 

JESUS preached a kingdom of God that meant 
not the triumphant might of a King, but the 
victorious redeeming love of a Father, thus puri- 
fying for our use the visions of the ancient seers, 
and transforming Israel's expectations of future 
glory into the undying hope of humanity. . . . 
When Jesus preached, men's minds were too 
much absorbed by the thought of an outward 
change, too little directed to the necessity of an 
inward change ; they thought too much of revolu- 
tion — whether in nature or in man — too little of 
regeneration. And Jesus taught that the kingdom 
of God must come, working its quiet way, sup- 
ported and guided by the silent unobtrusive powers 
of nature, as the seed that a man plants and leaves 
to grow he knows not how — so teaching us to 
wait for no great external change, but to seek for 
the kingdom of God now and here ; so preparing 
the way for the thought which can only be fully 
realized in these later times in which we live — 
the thought that the powers of nature need not be 
miraculously transformed in order to be brought 
into harmony with the regenerated' life of man, but 
must be studied, loved, obeyed, in order that they 
may be commanded and controlled, and so built 
into the foundations of the city of God, helping us 
to know and to do His will, supporting and lead- 
ing up to the life of the soul with Him ! 

Philip H. WicksteedJ 
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All chastening seemethfor the present to be not joyous^ 
but grievous : yet afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit 
unto them that have been exercised thereby^ even the fruit 
of righteousness. — Hebrews xii. ii. 

^| OT to stiffen, almost ere middle life has 
\ come, into the rigidity of habit, and to live 
to-day as we lived yesterday because we have no 
impulse to newer and better things ; not to feel, 
as age draws on, that there is no fresh work we 
can undertake, no faculty that we can still 
strengthen and refine, no love that can grow 
deeper, no duty that can reveal itself as more 
august ; — but, on the other hand, to grow to the 
last ; to ripen till the fruit drops from the tree ; 
to strain towards heaven, not to fade and decay 
into immortality — ^what better thing than this? 
Out of the strong, as God knows how to train, to 
teach, to chasten them, may come a perpetual and 
ever-deepening sweetness. — Charles Beard, 

Every day we are to prepare, not for death, but 
for life ; for, if we live well and wisely here, we 
may certainly trust God as to our hereafter. 

James Freeman Clarke, 

Know ye not that ye are the temples of God, 
and that such temples can be built only of the 
common stones that lie about us ? 

Charles Carroll Everett, 
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Pleasant words are as an honeycomb sweet to the souly and 
health to the bones. — Proverbs xvi. 24. 

WE have all known persons whose voices 
strike a key-note of hope and courage 
in our hearts, — the very memory of whose tones 
echoes in our deepest recollections with harmonies 
of the heaven where we humbly trust those voices 
are now joining in higher praises. The voice is 
a gift and a grace, but it may also be an acquire- 
ment. And it is the duty of everyone by cheerful 
tones to do something to bring steady strength 
into the world. There are those who wail with 
their first word, and bring the saddened tones 
of autumn into every company. There are those 
who jar the ear and pain the spirit by critical 
and complaining accents. But there is no one 
who cannot breathe serenity and good cheer 
through the voice, if only the spirit is serene. 
And that gift of * sweetness and light ' in the 
spirit is within the reach of every child of God. 

Henry Wilder Foote, 

Take thy self-denials gaily and cheerfully, 
and let the sunshine of thy gladness fall on 
dark things and bright alike, like the sunshine 
of the Almighty.— /aw^5 Freeman Clarke, 
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Ye that fear the Lord^ hope for good things^ and for 
eternal gladness and mercy, — Ecclesiasticus ii. 9. 

THE truth is, that one spirit runs through all 
our affections, as far as they are pure ; and 
love to mankind, directed aright, is the germ and 
element of love to the Divinity. Whatever is 
excellent and venerable in human beings is of 
God, and in attaching ourselves to it we are 
preparing our hearts for its Author. Whoever 
sees and recognizes the moral dignity of impartial 
justice and disinterested goodness in his fellow- 
creatures, has begun to pay homage to the attri- 
butes of God. The first emotion awakened in the 
soul — we mean filial attachment — is the dawning 
of love to our Father in heaven. Our deep 
interest in the history of good and great men, our 
veneration towards enlightened legislators, our 
sympathy with philanthropists, our delight in 
mighty efforts of intellect consecrated to a good 
cause, all these sentiments prove our capacity of 
an affectionate reverence to God ; for He is at 
once the inspirer and the model of this intellectual 
and moral grandeur in His creatures. 

W, E, Channing. 

Open the windows of the soul towards the 
City of God, and be of an upward mind. 

Rufus Ellis, 
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Love suffereth long, and is kind; love em/ieth not; 
love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh 
not account of evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but 
rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things, believeth all 
things^ hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

I. Cor. xiii. 4-7. 

I DO not know that martyrdom will prove 
any harder than that discipline which 
renders us quick to forgive all the actions of 
the envious or malicious towards us ; which can 
look upon the success of a rival, not merely 
without envy, but with loving pleasure; which 
can maintain a guileless integrity, according to 
the Christian standard, in the minute transactions 
of life. — George Brown, 

Perhaps we should think the courtesy of 
thorough manners better worth cultivating if we 
would think what a power it is for good. The 
manners that reveal a really friendly heart, a true 
considerateness, and readiness to take trouble 
and pains to serve others— these never deceive in 
the long run. They cannot be counterfeited 
successfully. But they can be acquired by 
practising the exterior form and the interior 
disposition together. They can be made a second 
nature outside where the heart is renewed in a 
loving spirit. And then they will move human 
hearts as no other power can. 

Henry Wilder Foote, 
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But where shall wisdom be found f and where is the 
place of understanding? 

The fear of the Lordy that is wisdom; and to depart 
from evil is understanding, — Job xxviii. 12, 28. 

WHAT man is not conscious within him of 
some spark of higher life, some as- 
piration, vague and weak perhaps, after truth 
and right ? And it is fear which quickens 
this nobler self, which fans to flame the 
smouldering spark so easily quenched, which 
supports the true man within, lest the heart 
which is our lower self, overcome and devour it 
Fear, holy and healthful ; fear, noble and generous ; 
not of hell, not of the hereafter — but of God, of the 
Eternal 1 Fear Him, fear to sin before Him, as you 
fear before father or mother, before master or 
judge : and such fear shall be to you the beginning 
of wisdom and happiness and peace. 

Charles Hargrove, 

Splendour from within! It is the only thing 
which makes the real and lasting splendour 
without! , . . Carve the face from within, not 
dress it from without. Within lies the robing- 
room, the sculptor's workshop. For whoever 
would be fairer, illumination must begin in the 
soul, — the face catches the glow only from that 
side. — William C, Gannett. 
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They that fear the Lord shall find judgment^ and shall 
kindle righteous acts as a light, — ECCLESIASTICUS xxxii. i6. 

CHRIST was original in the way in which 
every one should be original — in the 
practical expression of the thoughts working in 
him. His word to us is, * Be perfectly just to the 
leadings of God in you.' It was a true sa3dng of 
a living author — * Every man is a man after God's 
own heart if he acts out in faith the special 
function for which he is fitted.' To be a man 
after God's own heart, as the beloved Son was, is 
His call to each of us. — W, H, Channing. 

The saviour of our children will be the man 
who has thought out truth more truly than any 
other of his time, who possesses and is possessed 
by that truth, and can state it in terms which 
persuade, which convince, and which rekindle 
those mighty spiritual enthusiasms which alone 
can make a time great and equip a generation as 
strong sons of God. — Richard A, Armstrong, 

It is sin when low things, however good in 
themselves, stand in the way of high things. 

Rufus Ellis, 
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Wherefore^ beloved^ seeing that ye look for these things^ 
give diligence that ye may be found in peace^ without spot 
and blameless in his sight — II Peter iii. 14. 

I HAVE in mind the figure of an old man 
living in a little, obscure, country town ; a 
man practically unlettered, whose wisdom (for he 
possessed it) he gathered himself, like flowers, 
from the experiences that grew along the wayside 
of his daily life; an old man who received no 
special honour, but who devoted long years of his 
life to hard, unremitting, incessant toil ; up early 
in the morning before it was light ; late at night 
as long as there was any last thing that his 
weary, stiff fingers could perform ; hungering, 
perhaps, many a time for even the necessities of 
life ; never indulging himself in its dainties ; 
toiling week after week, and year afiter year ; 
looking for absolutely no recognition and no 
reward except — what ? Except that his boys, 
who were growing up about him, might have an 
opportunity to be something more and to do 
something more in the world than he had been 
and done. A heroism unrecognised, a heroism of 
which no chronicle will ever be made, a heroism 
with no earthly reward that he should live to see 
and rejoice in, a heroism grand in its quality as 
any that the fame of the world has ever recog- 
nised and honoured. — MinotJ, Savage, 
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Keep thy tongue from evil^ and thy lips from speaking 
guile* — Psalm xxxiv. 13. 

A HANDWRITING on the tablets of our 
jlV hearts proclaims that the service of others^ 
is our divinest freedom, and that the law of loye^ 
is the charter of our liberty. — George Brown. 

Be careful, therefore, to refrain from all evil 
speaking. With regard to characters, either treat 
them with tenderness, or treat not of them at all| 
They are of a delicate texture and of unspeakable 
value ; handle them therefore as you would the 
6nest and richest fabrics of the loom; display 
their beauties as much as you please ; but concea^ 
their imperfections, if you observe any, and if you 
can, repair, or at least excuse their defects, when 
noticed by others. It is wantonness to sully 
them, it is cruelty to peer out a rent. In shorty 
whenever reputations are concerned, recollect tq 
follow the golden rule : Do as you would be.dqne 
unto ; speak as you would be spoken pf in a lik^ 
case. Thus should you, as the psalmist advises, 
keep your tongue from evil. — William Turner, 

Every generous action, every honest thought^ 
every sincere effort to do right, is really a part of 
the worship of God. —James Freeman Clarke, 
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Quench not the spirit— \ Thess. v. 19. 

LAST of all these forms of strength, religion 
gives the power of self-reliance ; reliance 
on your mind for truth, on your conscience for 
justice, on your heart for love, on your soul for 
faith, and through all these reliance on the in- 
finite God. Then you will keep the integrity of 
your own nature spite of the mightiest men, spite 
of a multitude of millions, spite of State.s and 
Churches and traditions, and a worldly world 
filled with covetousness and priestcraft. You 
will say to them all, * Stand by, and let alone ; I 
must be true to myself, and thereby true to my 
God.* — Theodore Parker, 

* Quench not the spirit.' It is a word of deep 
wisdom and warning. It means, among other 
things, *Do thyself no harm.' Preserve your 
individuality. Do not impair the life forces. Do 
not disqualify yourself for receiving impressions 
of reality from the world around, or illuminations 
from the light within. — Charles G, Ames, 

Many things go to make up the happiness of 
our life ; this is its blessedness, to have faith in God, 
to be truly, deeply, practically religious. 

Rufus Ellis, 
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So teach us to number our days, that we may get us 
an Jieart of wisdom, — PSALM xc. 12. 

TO meditate daily, to pray daily, seems a 
means indispensable for breaking this 
surface crust of formality, habit, routine, which 
hides the living springs of wisdom. 

Orville Dewey, 

Let us not shrink from a wholesome self- 
questioning. As the years go by, does life acquire 
deeper meaning and higher value ? Do we care 
more for good things, and most for the best? 
Are we more ready to take a hint of improvement, 
more open to the reproofs of truth, more sensitive 
to the distinctions of right and wrong ? Have 
we been growing more reasonable, calm, self- 
possessed ; more amenable to discipline, and so 
*more skilful in the worthy use of our faculties ? 
. . . Have we grown stronger to resist evil 
example, and yet more tender in our compassion 
toward human frailty and folly ? Have we been 
drawing closer in fellowship to all good people, 
and more willing to do our part in all good work ? 
If we can say yes to such questions, let us thank 
God, who has helped us so to number our days as 
to learn from them the wisdom of the heavens. 

Charles G. Ames. 
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Brethren^ I count not myself yet to have apprehended: 
but one thing 1 do^ forgetting the things which are behind^ 
and stretching forward to the things which are before ^ I 
press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling 
ofQodin Christ fesus.— Pkilivfiass iii. 13, 14. 

THERE is no happiness equal to that of self- 
devotion to a great and noble end. Suc- 
cess is not indispensable to blessing here. An 
earnest soul can never be joyless and dry. 

John James Tayler. 

LrvE true to God, and the idea of God 
which He has given you to fulfil among men — 
witnesses for the truth as revealed by Christ. 
We complain, we fret, we hurry, we strive to 
make a figure in the world and chafe against our 
limits. Why should we make so much ado ; we 
have an eternity before us. He that believeth 
shall not make haste. Let us live firmly, quietly, 
trustfully, without the desire to push or make 
haste, yet with the constant desire to do with all 
our might whatever our hand findeth to do for the 
good of our fellow-men — not taking too much 
thought for the morrow — and our life will be 
victory at last. For having suffered patiently, 
and done nobly through the strength of God, we 
shall become at last what we have done and 
suffered — ^we shall reach and keep true being. 

Stopford A, Brooke. 
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Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us^ that we should be called children of God: and 
such we are, — I John iii. i. 

THERE are infinite gradations of holiness, 
from the first faint stirring in the soul of 
love for God and goodness, to the conscious, com- 
plete, successful devotion of a life to the highest 
^nds of living; but all are bound together and 
made one by that breath of the Holy Spirit which 
is their single strength. To whom does^ the 
neophyte, who is as yet only beginning to try his 
untrained powers, so eagerly, so hopefully look 
up, as to the elder brother who has passed through 
Tiis temptations, who has conquered his weakness, 
and who, though still tempted, still weak, is 
pressing forward to fresh achievements ? Who 
regard with such peculiar and helpful tenderness 
the toils and efforts of beginners with God, as 
those who have made most ample trial of His 
goodness and drunk deepest of His inexhaustible 
grace ? And if this be so, there is no presump- 
tion involved in the claim to be ' fellow-citizens 
with the saints.* The moment I really begin to 
love God, and to try to Be like God, I am on their 
side, and can claim whatever help and inspiration 
they have to give. — Charles Beard, 
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Of whom the family in heaven and earth is named, 

Ephesians iiL 15. 

I CANNOT think of them as dead 
Who walk -with me no more ; 
Along the path of life I tread, 
They have but gone before. 

The Father's house is mansioned fair 

Beyond my vision dim ; 
All souls are His, and here or there, 

Are living unto Him. 

And still their silent ministry 

Within my heart hath place, 
As when on earth they walked with me 

And met me face to face. 

Their lives are made forever mine ; 

What they to me have been 
Hath left henceforth its seal and sign 

Engraven deep within. 

Mine are they by an ownership, 

Nor time nor death can free ; 
For God hath given to Love to keep 

Its own eternally. 

Frederick L. Hosmer. 
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Behold^ all souls are mine, — EzEKlEL xviii. 4. 

ALL Souls' Day is the most comprehensive of 
all the days, as to those whom it leads us 
to think of. It takes us to the outer circle 
of sympathy, so far as mankind is concerned. 
It emphasises the ties which unite us to all 
human beings. It asks of us kindness in the 
literal sense of the word — a fellow-feeling 
towards all who are of the same kind with our- 
selves. All Souls ! Souls white in their purity, 
and souls stained with guilt — souls that shine 
above us like stars, and souls so wrapped in 
darkness as hardly to be discernible for what 
they are — souls that attract us by their beauty, 
and souls which have had in them no comeliness 
on the side on which they have been near us — 
souls that we have known intimately and dearly 
loved, and souls afar oflF in place or time, or 
ways of thinking and feeling — souls in all con- 
ditions of life, in all stages of growth, and with 
all diversities of temperament and capacities ! 
All Souls' Day ! It is a day for cherishing a catho- 
lic spirit and a spirit of universal benevolence. 

Thomas Sadler. 
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Now^ brethreny I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
the inheritance among all them that are sanctified. 

Acts xx. 32. 

THE p)oorest, most wa3rwom and passion- 
tossed wanderers cannot escape from their 
brotherhood with the saints of God. A family 
tie can never be broken. As we can never cease 
to be brothers of our brothers, we can never be 
other than brethren of the noblest of the noble. 
Their Father is our Father. The bravest and 
the meanest, the false and the true, are members 
of one home-circle ; one kind of life unites them 
as God's children, just as one kind of blood 
courses through their veins. Every good man, 
therefore, shows to a bad man, if he has eyes to 
see, the standard of character to which, by virtue 
of his kindredship of nature, he also may attain. 
The well-beloved of God reveal to all of us who 
turn to them the riches of our own inheritance, 
and the divine possibilities of our meaner souls. 
In seasons of weariness, doubt, and despair, when 
we gloomily distrust ourselves and see no help 
near, they thus stretch forth their very hands 
from heaven to uplift and strengthen us. 

Henry W. Crosskey. 
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By grace have ye been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves : it is the gift of God, — EPHESIANS ii. 8. 

IF you have any stoutness of heart to resist 
mean temptation, if you are conscious of 
any uplifting of desire towards better and more 
stable things than form the common stuflf of 
life, if any quiet trust in God sustains you amid 
the world^s chance and change, to what do you 
owe them ? In the last resort, doubtless, to God 
Himself, and to God working through Christ ; 
but immediately, and in a large measure, to 
hidden forces, unseen influences, which you, 
perhaps, can track only in part, but of which 
others know nothing. A father's integrity, a 
mother's sweet goodness, the quiet air of a happy 
home, a domestic courage and patience, at which 
you have looked very closely, and whose every 
line and lineament you know — some ancestral 
saintliness, which is a household tradition and 
no more, but which has never withered in the 
fierce light of public estimate — these things have 
inspired and nourished your nobler part. They are 
the refreshing dew and the fertilizing rain, the 
restful night and the kindling day of God's moral 
world. — Charles Beard. 
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They are tn peace,— V/ISDOM iii. 3. 

NEVER do great thoughts come to a man 
_ while he is discontented or fretful. 

There must be quiet in the temple of his soul 
before the windows of it will open for him to 
see out of them into the infinite. Quiet is what 
heavenly powers move in. It is in silence that 
the stars move on, and it is in quiet our souls are 
visited from on high. — William Mountford, 

While we poor wayfarers still toil, with hot 
and bleeding feet, along the highway and the dust 
of life, our companions have but mounted the 
divergent path, to explore the more sacred 
streams, and visit the diviner vales, and wander 
amid the everlasting Alps of God's upper pro- 
vince of creation. And so we keep up the 
courage of our hearts, and refresh ourselves with 
the memories of love, and travel forward in the 
ways of duty with less weary step, feeling ever 
for the hand of God, and listening for the 
domestic voices of the immortals whose happy 
welcome waits us. Death, in short, under the 
Christian aspect, is but God's method of coloniza- 
tion — the transition from this mother country of 
our race to the fairer and newer world of our 
emigration. — James Martineau, 
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So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners^ but 
ye are fellow- citizens with the saints^ and of the household 
ofGod^ being built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets^ Christ Jesus himself being the chief comer stone j 
in whom each several building, fitly framed together^ 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also 
are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit, 

Ephesians ii. 19-22. 

ITH INK we do not realize as we ought what 
ministries cluster round our life, to aid us in 
being what we may be, — angels, angels, every 
one, thick about us every day, bearing us 
in their hands and lifting us up when we are 
fallen. Their faces gladden us when we do well, 
and grow very sad at us when we sin. Aye! 
and in some way those that we speak of 
and think of as in heaven, love us still with 
all the old love of earth, and all the new love 
of heaven together. So, because they love us 
still, we are still one ; our souls are in theirs, and 
they in ours. We touch hands in the spirit, and 
the light that is not the light of the sun covers 
and enfolds us all. — Robert Collyer, 

So entirely does this helpfulness make our 
holiness, that the same deep and strong principle 
is made to reach across the worlds, and in the life 
to come, to give the faithful helper more power to 
help, as the best gift of God in heaven. 

Robert Collyer, 
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If there is therefore any comfort in Christy any consola- 
tion of love, any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender 
ptercies and compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of 
cne w/W.— Philippians ii. i, 2. 

THE fellowship of love is conscientious and 
with the joy takes up the duties, the 
burden, and the cross of its divine relationship. 
It rejoices with those who rejoice, and weeps 
with those who weep. It is pained by human 
suffering, as though the blow was on our own 
breast ; troubled by misery's dark despair, as 
though the shadow was on our own soul; 
stricken and moved by the evil that is in the 
world, as though the responsibility was all with 
us, and ours the place of charge in our Father's 
house of that compassionate Brother who would 
bear every man's sins and carry every man's 
sorrows. To the love which draws towards 
Christ, inspiring the conscience and the will, 
nothing is too great, nothing is too small. In the 
simplicity of service, it makes the Beatitudes its 
own, having the blessing that is on the merciful, 
on the peacemaker, on the pure in heart and meek 
in spirit, on the mourning for woes that are not 
our own, on the hunger and thirst for the in- 
exhaustible, things of God. — -John Hamilton Thorn, 
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They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the spirit ^ the things of the 
spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind 
of the spirit is life and peace. — Romans viii. 5, 6. 

THE man of genius will communicate what is 
infinitely more precious than rules, — * him- 
self/ — reveal to us the very soul of art, awaken 
our dormant apprehensions of the beautiful, bathe 
us in the light of an ideal world, and thus change 
us from copyists into artists. So, in the higher 
sphere of the religious life, Christ's ' Follow me ' 
thrills into the soul, calling the dead conscience 
from its grave, breathing all around the spirit of 
devotion and self-surrender, and thus converting 
us from servants into sons. —James Drummond. 

The thoughts which are centred in private and 
individual interests must always want the consti- 
tuents of true and lasting enjoyment. We can 
never be too frequently reminded, that benevo- 
lence is the security of happiness, and selfishness, 
even if its views and objects are most approved, 
the root of misery. How can he be otherwise 
than miserable, who attends only to his own 
interests, who claims to himself no share in the 
happiness and prosperity of mankind ; whom 
friendship cannot warm, nor charity inspire ? 
Living only to himself, he can but reflect back 
upon himself his own weakness and imbecility. 

Henry Turner. 
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He came to himself, — Luke xv. 17. 

YOUR real personality is the potential good in 
you. The moment that good springs into 
life, you have a right to say : * Now I know 
what I was made for. I have come to life. 
I have discovered myself* And then there 
is the religious aspect of this same self- 
discovery. No sooner does this boy come to 
himself than he says, * I will arise and go to my 
Father ! ' The religious need follows at once from 
the self-awakening. Nay, was not the religious 
need the source of the self-awakening? What 
was it that brought him to himself, but just the 
home-sickness of the child for his Father's house ? 
His self-discovery was but the answer of his soul 
to the continuous love of God. Before he ever 
came to himself, the Father was waiting for him. 
How natural it all is ! An infinite law of Love at 
the heart of the universe, — that is the centre of 
theology ; a world that permits moral alienation 
through the free will of man, — that is the problem 
of philosophy ; he came to himself j — that is the 
heart of ethics ; / will go to my Father^ — that is 
the soul of religion. — Francis G. Peabody, 
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Search me^ O God, and know my heart : 
Try me, and know my thoughts : 
And see if there be any way of wickedness in me. 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 

Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 

THOU knowest, Lord ! Thou know'st my 
life's deep story, 
And all the mingled good and ill I do I 
Thou see'^st my shame ; my few stray gleams of 
glory ; 
Where I am false and where my soul rings 
true ! 

Lord ! I am glad Thou know'st my inmost being ; 

Glad Thou dost search the secrets of my heart : 
I would not hide one folly from Thy seeing 

Nor shun Thy healing touch to save the smart ! 

Like warp and woof the good and ill are blended, 
Nor do I see the pattern that I weave ; 

Yet in Thy love the whole is comprehended. 
And in Thy Hand my future lot I leave ! 

Only, dear Lord ! make plain the path of duty ; 

Let not my shame and sorrow weigh me down, 
Lest in despair I fail to see its beauty, 

And weeping vainly miss the victor's crown I 

H. W, Hawkes. 
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If Christ is in you^ the body is dead because of sin/ 
but the spirit is life because of righteousness, 

Romans viii. lo. 

HAPPY beyond description is he who has 
hitherto preserved the purity of his 
soul ; btit should the conscience whisper that 
the unkindly influences of the world have 
blighted and sullied the innocence that was the 
sweetest flower of youth, let not the evil thought 
of despondency, — for, blessed be God I under 
the dispensation of the Gospel of Christ, which 
consists in mercy to the penitent, despondency is 
an evil thought^ — let not this evil thought oppress 
the mind. The tears of genuine penitence- will 
renew the faded colours of goodness, and refresh 
the dimmed characters of the first and better 
thoughts. This, according to the divine promise, 
is the sure and blessed effect of godly sorrow, 
even where evil habits of mind had become also 
habits of life. — Robert Aspland, 

It is the dominion of Christ in the heart, 
the spirit of Christ in the life, that regener- 
ates and saves. Here Christianity has won 
its real triumphs, here it has proved its effi- 
cacy to guide the aspirations and secure the 
vital good of man. — Alexander Gordon, 
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But I say y walk by the spirit, — Galatians v. i6. . 

TO him who does walk in the Holy Spirit 
all outward things are spiritual helps, 
and the Spirit of God makes itself felt not 
only from within us, but also by things that 
border our paths, that meet us in our walks, 
that are with us in our homes. 

William Mountford, 

We see that evil is somehow a stepping 
stone to all our good. Heroism, piety, tender- 
ness, have been born out of pain. The 
expectation of a hereafter gives hope that no 
individual moral germ is lost. And we see 
that the crowning victory of life is the per- 
sistence of man*s good against the evil ; as 
in the mother whose love the prodigal cannot 
exhaust ; in the Siberian exile who will not 
despair ; in Jesus when before the cross he prays, 
* Thy will be done.* This is faith, this is 
the souVs supreme act, — the allegiance to good, 
the trust in good, in face of the very worst. 
Man in that depth feels lifted by a power 
transcending himself So when the beloved 
is taken by death, the heart, in face of that 
loss, loves on ; feels its love greater than 
that which has befallen ; says * O death, where 
is thy sting ! O grave, where is thy victory ! * 

G, S, Merriam, 
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Through love be servants one to another; for the whole 
lofiu is fulfilled in one word, even in this : Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself,--GKL\TiAVS v. 13, 14. 

LOVE is the true and sure cure of heart- 
ache, even if it is often the cause of it. 
But what is love ? I think the genuine 
article is v^rise, unselfish interest in other 
people's welfare ; interest in other lives than 
my own ; it is to be happy in their happi- 
ness. If I have but little happiness of my 
own, this is one way to borrow some, — ^by 
being glad in the gladness of others. As age 
comes on, I can cheer my own wintry days 
with sunbeams gathered from the spring-time 
of young people and from the smiling faces 
of children. This will save me from the 
- shame of casting a shadow across their life ; 
the light in my face will be a reflection of 
their own. — Charles G, Ames, 

We know that there have been lives which 
were beautiful exceedingly ; that there have 
been souls which were perfect in their loving 
obedience. And we are assured that for us also 
there is a way in which we may walk, and 
which will lead us to that perfection for which 
we were manifestly intended. — John Dendy. 
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The law of kindness is on her tongue, — Proverbs xxxi. 26» 

THE law of kindness requires consideration 
of others, in preference to a selfish absorp- 
tion in one's own pleasure or profit, and such 
kindness is not chiefly dependent upon our out- 
ward rank. As far as external conditions go, it 
is more easily cultivated in a state of comfort and 
leisure than in a state of hardship and poverty, 
but its essence is in the kind heart. True kind- 
ness does not require that we try to suspend for 
anyone the fit operation of the laws of human 
life, or that we excuse him from obedience, most 
of all, to the moral law. Kindness does not allow 
us to be untrue in our words or unjust in our 
deeds, but it implies a constant control over the 
tongue and hand, so that the spirit in which we act 
and speak shall be gentle and considerate of the 
feelings of all other human beings. To speak the 
truth in love — to do justly while we love the mercy 
that is above all sceptred sway, — this is the ideal 
of human conduct. — Nicholas P, Gilman, 

If to be disliked, if to be at enmity and war, 
be pleasant and desirable to you, indulge to all 
the sallies and petulances and rudenesses of 
your temper ; but be assured that self-denial and 
self-government are necessary to the friendship 
both of God and man. — George Walker, 
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Though the fig-tree shall not blossom^ neither shall JruU 
be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail^ and 
the field shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off 
from thefold^ and there shall be no herd in the stalls. 

Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation,— Habakkvk iii. 17, 18. 

^ T^RET not thyself/ said an old Greek 
X dramatist, 'Fret not thyself because of 
ihingSy for they care naught about it I ' Many 
a life is fretted to pieces, is kept in a con- 
stant state of heat and soreness from the 
inability to get over the wrongness of things, 
from a constant eflFort, destined from its very 
nature to be a constant failure, to get through 
the minute problems of daily life, which are 
not really problems to be solved at all, but 
simply incidents to be accepted. . . . The 
one and only way of dealing with these diffi- 
culties is to get above them, to establish our- 
selves permanently in a region to which they 
cannot reach. There is as much philosophy 
as there is wit in the poet's description of 
his friends : * Should aught annoy them, they 
refuse to be annoyed.' And when we have once 
succeeded in lifting ourselves out of these 
vexations, we discover how largely they were 
-due to our own chafed and heated tempers, 
and how the very determination to get over 
them has removed them out of our way. 

Philip H, Wicksteed. 
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And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 
said. My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thin^ wouldest thou not have done it f How much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, wash and be clean f 

II Kings v. 13. 

THERE is nothing that people take so long to 
learn as the kind of work that is best 
worth doing for God. We all want to do some 
great thing — to do what prophets, saints, heroes^ 
and martyrs have done. But the small thing, the 
common-place thing, the little trivial duty, the 
thing that has to be done out of everybody's 
sight — in the routine of business, home or school 
— that seems poor work to do for God. But it is 
what He wants us to do. — C J, Perry. 

The craving for sympathy is natural enough, 
and it ought never to be treated harshly, nor 
thought of as a fault ; but it easily becomes 
ignoble and very morbid, because very selfish. 
* Oh, if somebody only knew how much I suffer, 
and would suffer with me I * But would it not be 
quite as well if I could myself forget it — ^put it 
out of my own sight as much as possible ? Why 
should I wish to lay my burdens on others, or 
make their hearts ache because mine does ? 

Charles G. Ames. 
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Put on therefore^ as GotPs electa holy and beloved^ a 
heart of compassion^ kindness^ humility ^ meeknesSy long- 
suffering; forbearing one another^ and forgiving each 
other y if any man have a complaint against any ; even as 
the Lord forgave yoUy so also do ye : and above all these 
things put on love^ which is the bond of perfectness. 

COLOSSIANS iii. 12-14. 

AS my experience of human character has in- 
creased, I have learned ever more and 
more to love the presence of these self-forgetful 
souls, and to regard them as the very sweetest 
and brightest, and by far the happiest of man- 
kind. Their pleasures lie in things that none can 
take from them, and that never are taken from them 
while life lasts. Their pleasures lie in the most 
blessed joy on earth, living for others, thinking of 
others, doing for others, in spreading around 
them happiness wherever they go, in making 
faces to shine with gladness as they meet them, 
in making all men the better for their presence. 
This divine and Christ-like occupation so en- 
grosses them, that they never have a moment to 
spare to think about anything so uninteresting as 
themselves. For nothing is truer than that all 
the dullest moments of life are those in which 
we have no one but ourselves to work for or to 
please, and that all the highest, most delightful 
moments of life are those in which our thoughts 
and energies are carried away in a boundless love 
and service of others. — H. Enfield Dowson. 
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Be ye therefore followers of God^ as dear children, 

Ephesians v. I. 

IT is plain that a religion which in impulse and 
in object is coincident with the Eternal Spirit, 
and proposes no aim but the development in man 
of fellowship with the All Perfect, can have no 
essential connection with anything transient or 
imperfect ; such things may, through human 
frailty and inherited prejudice, cling to it for a 
time, but they must fall off as not belonging to 
it, since its own roots are in the living springs 
whence proceed truth, beauty, goodness, and the 
harmonious laws of universal being ; its prompt- 
ing force is communion with the holy love that 
rules in all things, and its limit is God Himself. 
The imperfect medium of its first hearers and 
later interpreters, the accidents of transmission, 
the false philosophies of the ages, may have en- 
cumbered it with many mixtures of obscurity and 
misconception, but by native power it separates 
itself from these as freely as the wind blows the 
cloud, and the sun melts the vapour, off the face 
of heaven. Asserting nothing, aiming at nothing, 
but the possibility, duty, and delight of growing 
oneness with God, it is manifest that it casts off 
whatever proves not to be of God, that in its 
principle it is coincident with all truth, in its 
spirit with all goodness. — John Hamilton Thorn. 
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He that Urveth not, abideth in death, — I JOHN iii. 14. 

THE best way to cure our faults is not to 
fight against them, but to cure them by 
taking interest in the opposite good. The best 
way to cure intemperance is to give the in- 
temperate man some higher interests — to interest 
him in better things than meat and drink. To 
cure a man of the love of money, interest him in 
giving money to good things — make him take 
pleasure in giving as well as gaining. To cure 
a man or boy of cruelty to animals, interest him 
in the life of animals by teaching him natural 
history. And to cure men of evil, help them ta 
love the supreme goodness. This was the method 
of Jesus. So he filled men with the fulness of 
God ; so he vitalized the world with a higher 
faith and hope. You cannot cast out demons by 
the help of demons, but only by the power of 
God. This is what Jesus came to do, and did. * I 
am come that they might have life and that they 
might have it more abundantly.* He did not 
come to make a stricter law of duty, but to make 
law and desire one in making us love what i& 
good,— James Freeman Clarke, 
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He that saith he is in the lights and hateth his brother 
is in the darkness even until now. He that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light ^ and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him, — I JOHN ii. 9, 10. 

I'^O make task work yield beauty and pleasure 
for us there are only two ways. We must 
do our work in the best way, or we must do dur 
work for other people. Much of our work is sb 
directly related to the care of others, in the daily 
living with them that it will be a perpetual 
struggle of rival wills and thwarting tastes 
unless we also live for them. It is a simplei 
though not an easy lesson. Subordinate your- 
self in your own mind to others. Your own 
whims, always ; to some extent, also, where the 
duty calls, your own time, your own freedom. 
Learn to see God in your friends or in your 
work, and to love His children in Him, and Him 
in His children. — Henry Wilder Foote. 

Would you find the secret of growth and 
peace and true success, be swift to resign what 
God in His great wisdom and love is reaching 
forth to take. — Rufus Ellis, 

The idea of living, not in isolation, but in 
community, is the very corner-stone of the 
Kingdom of God. — G, S, Merriam. 
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Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die and not 
Hve. — Isaiah xxxviii. i. 

IF our house is set in order for life, it is set in 
order for death. Death is but the passage 
from life to higher life, and the only readiness for 
advancement in our Father's service is, that when 
our Lord cometh He find us faithful in the work 
given us to do. We may trust our God to arrange 
the stages of our progress ; in assigning us our 
place here, He knows the employments and the 
exercises that will best fit us for entering with full 
faculty and delight on the higher posts of His 
service ; and it is not piety, but presumption, or 
impatience, or poverty of sympathy, that would 
transfer our interest from where we are to some 
visioned sphere where we are not. It cannot be 
the fulness of spiritual life, but the feebleness of 
it, that finds our apf)ointed service not enough for 
our affections, our efforts, or our rewards. 

John Hamilton Thorn. 

This is the preparation for a good old age r 
Duty well done, for its own sake, for God's sake, 
and for the sake of the commonwealth of man. 
When a man works only for himself, he gets 
neither rest here nor reward hereafter. 

Robert Collyer. 
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The prisoner in the Lord. — Ephesians iv. i. 

IF we yield ourselves unto God, and sincerely 
accept our lot as assigned by Him, we shall 
count up its contents and disregard its omissions, 
and be it as feeble as a cripple's and as narrow as 
a child's, shall find in it resources of good sur- 
passing our best economy, and sacred claims that 
may keep awake our highest will. How many a 
prisoner of the sick-room, permitted to see life 
only through the window, and closing his eyes 
upon it in the midst of youth, has photographed 
on loving hearts an image of self-forgetfulness, of 
patient waiting, of bright affection, of rest in God, 
which has ever after presided, as a domestic saint 
over all the years I Nay, is it not shame for us 
who follow in the train of One despised and 
rejected of men, and who point to the cross as the 
symbol of sublimest power, to murmur at a bur- 
dened and afflicted lot, as denying us scope for 
righteousness ? — James Martineau, 

Christianity does some of its most charac- 
teristic work in souls upon which the Lord has 
poured quietness, and whose way into the great 
world He has barred. They can only do duties 
which are very near, and often they can only serve 
by waiting ; but their gentleness makes them 
great, and having nothing they possess all things. 

Rufus Ellis, 
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Bear ye one another's burdens^ and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.— GAhATlASS vi. 2. 

IF there are souls to whom this world seems a 
godless realm, who fail to find divine tokens 
of love anywhere, you and I are partly respon- 
sible. We have refused that spirit which invites 
us to become * those who cause law to go forth to 
the nations, not to cry aloud, nor lift up the voice, 
nor cause it to be heard in the streets,* but to so 
live that no * bruised reed be broken * by us and 
no * glimmering flax be quenched.* In us at least 
let that power send forth law according to truth. 
In us at least may it not * fail or become weary 
until justice is established in the earth, and distant 
nations wait for the law.* There ought to be divine 
tenderness enough in our lives to convert the most 
sceptical, to inspire the most obstinate man to 
divine service, and to make robust the will of 
the most timid woman. — -Jenkin Uqyd Jones, 

Take some sense of this great company in 
which you are only one, and then lay it to heart 
that the only object worthy to be sought with 
your whole strength is the good of all these lives, 
and not just your own. — G, S, Merriam. 
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If ye fulfil the royal laWy according to the Scripture^ 
Thou shall love thy neighbour as thyself^ ye do well. 

James ii. 8. 

SELF-FORGETFULNESS in love for others 
has a foremost place in our ideal of charac- 
ter, and our deep homage as representing the true 
€nd of our humanity. We exact it from ourselves 
and the poor answer we make to the demand costs 
us many a sigh ; and until we can break the bonds 
that hold us to our centre, and lose our self-care 
in constant sacrifice, a shadow of silent reproach 
lies upon our heart. Who is so faultless or so 
obtuse as to be ignorant what shame there is, not 
only in snatched advantages and ease retained to 
others* loss ; but in ungentle words, in wronging 
judgment within our private thoughts alone ; nay, 
in simple blindness to what is passing in another's 
mind ? Who does not upbraid himself for his 
slowness in those sympathies which are as a mul- 
tiplying mirror to the joys of life, reflecting them 
in endless play ? — Andrew P. Peabody, 

Friendship is like piety, and, indeed, like all 
the other virtues : they must all be fed and sup- 
ported by those acts and may be much upon the 
tongue, and yet very, very little in the heart. It 
is not talking, but doing in both, that cherishes 
and sustains them. — George Walker, 
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Like a weaned child. — Psalm cxxxi. 2. 

AS a little child, that has not yet learned to 
guide its own steps, trusts implicity to a 
mother's wisdom and tenderness ; as a wife loyally 
follows her- husband through the darkness, be- 
lieving where she cannot see : as a husband trusts 
his wife's instinct of purity and goodness before 
his own, — so I lay my life in the hands of God. 
I try to do right ; I labour with my whole soul to 
bring my will into accord with His ; and the rest 
I leave with Him. It is the unrest of a divided 
purpose, the ache of an unsatisfied conscience^ 
the uneasiness of a self-regarding spirit, that are 
so hard to bear ; not the troubles that He sends, 
not the discipline by which He trains us. Yes I 
we can escape from ourselves into God : other- 
where, there is no refuge for us. 

Charles Beard, 

Wish to be a child of God, and then sunshine 
and frost, and friends and enemies, and youth and 
age, and business and pleasures, and all things 
will help to make you. The holy spirit is a spirit, 
and not one mood of the mind ; it is not sab- 
batical, but daily; it is not a morning and an 
evening temper, but a perpetual presence in us. 

William Mountford, 
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Thus saith the Lord^ Let not the wise man glory in his^ 
wisdom^neitherlet the mighty man ^lory in his might ^let nof 
the rich man glory in his riches ; but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth, and knoweth me, that 
I am the Lord which exercise lovin^kindness^ judgment^ 
and righteousness in the earth. — Jeremiah ix. 23, 24. 

IT is as true that sin in the heart will eat and 
canker, poison and destroy, as if a man could 
lay his finger upon the very spot where this awful 
work is going on. It is as true that the good 
deed is a glorious and blessed thing, as if when it 
is done a halo of heavenly light should instantly 
surround it. It is as true that penitence, purity,, 
humility, goodness, self-sacrifice in the heart, is 
the divinest joy and glory, as if all the treasures 
and splendours of the universe drew near and 
gathered around, to pay it homage. The faith of 
the heart is a stronger assurance than all the 
visions of the outward sense. — Orville Dewey, 

Goodness is the life of harmony with the 
eternal conditions which spring from the being 
of God ; and blessedness (the pure and perfect 
happiness) is the feeling of that harmony in 
the life. Only it is to be remembered always 
that the goodness, the life, is the thing for 
which to strive and pray ; that the blessed- 
ness, the feeling, can only come to such as 
have forgotten to make search for it. 

Richard A, Armstrong, 
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Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to 
Jhe truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren^ lave one 
another from the heart fervently .—I Peter i. 22. 

IN true courtesy I see at least three things, 
— reverence, tenderness, and generosity. 
First, reverence, for respect and veneration 
enter into all true courtesy. Then there is 
tenderness in this true grace of courtesy. In a 
very real sense we may say quite truthfully and 
<)uite reverently, that God is the most courteous 
Being in the universe. Who is so pitiful as God ? 
And who bends over us with such loving-kindness 
and tender care ? Then there is generosity. It 
means active benevolence, reverence turned into 
service, and tenderness turned into helpfulness. 

John Page Hopps, 

I HAVE also felt, and continually insisted, 
that a new reverence for man was essential 
to the cause of social reform. As long as 
men regard one another as they now do, that 
is as little better than the brutes, they will 
continue to treat one another brutally. Each 
will strive, by craft or skill, to make others his 
tools. There can be no spirit of brotherhood, no 
true peace, any further than men come to under- 
stand their affinity with and relation to God 
and the infinite purpose for which He gave them 
life. — W. E. Channing. 
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Let patience have its perfect work, — James i. 4. 

NO man or woman has ever injured another 
without suffering the penalty which God's 
laws always inflict. The wound may have been 
sharp to us, but so long as we maintain a calm 
and religious spirit, it will achieve for us inward 
purity and peace, whilst the only moral loser will 
be the person who gave the offence. 

George Brown, 

I HAVE had much occasion to observe, that 
the things which are taken for affronts, and 
are frequently improved into violent quarrels, 
are often the result of mere inadvertency and 
inattention, and by no means proceed from any 
settled design, or from malignity of temper. In 
all such cases, where no positive injury is in- 
tended, though there may be a considerable 
deficiency in external respect, I have laid it down 
as a rule to myself, and would recommend it ta 
others, entirely to overlook them. 

Andrew Kippis. 

If we search for faults in the characters of 
those around us, faults in abundance we shall 
discover ; but if we search for whatsoever things 
are pure and lovely, we shall learn how much 
better our acquaintances and friends are than we 
had in our ignorance imagined. 

Henry W, Crosskey, 
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Judge not according to appearance^ but judge righteous 
judgment — John vii. 24. 

YOU see great faults in some people ; signal 
defects of temper, haughtiness, overbear- 
ing tendencies, strange impulses to evil exhibit- 
ing themselves more or less. You do not know 
how much, in many cases, these things have been 
struggled with. — George Brown, 

Get a little inside these uninteresting lives 
all about you. Find the best that is in them, 
by bringing to them the best that is in you. 
Have faith that they appreciate great and 
true thoughts, that they keep burning a lamp 
of some unselfish love and trust in the hidden 
places of their souls. Build your social inter- 
course on the things that are real in all our 
lives, not on the commonplaces. Make the 
law of your being a law of sympathy, not 
one of repulsion ; and, so sure as the day- 
light is stronger than the night, you will find 
that life becomes larger and sweeter for you con- 
tinually. — Henry Wilder Foote. 

Petty cares need great affections to prevent 
them from disturbing our tempers. Small, in- 
sistent, and troublesome tasks require large ends 
and aims that they may be diligently and faith- 
fully performed. — Henry W, Crosskey, 
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Let all bitterness^ and wrath^ and anger, and clamour^ 
and railing, be put away from you, with all malice : and 
be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each 
other, even as God also in Christ forgave you. 

Ephesians iv. 31, 32. 

IN all the world there is no radiance so fair 
as the radiance of a heart accustomed to 
pity, that judges of its neighbour from the 
side of kindly excuse, and not from that of 
harsh rebuke ; that refrains from leaping upon 
an error or a folly ; which believes the best 
and not the worst of men ; which suffers 
long, and is kind ; which doth not behave 
itself unseemly ; which watches lest its ways 
or words should hurt, and feels the pain it 
gives as if it were its own ; which cannot 
rest till it has healed the pain it has in- 
flicted, and whose only revenge is forgiveness. 
There — pouring from such a life, like soft 
sunlight in sweet summer — there is the very 
light of God's countenance ; that which Christ 
gives to those who love Him. 

Stopford A. Brooke. 

Faith is the very life of the spirit ; how shall 
we maintain it, — how increase it ? By living 
it ! Faith grows with well-doing. What little 
faith you have, only live it for one day and it will 
be stronger to-morrow. Live with your fellow- 
creatures as their brother to-day, and to-morrow 
God will be felt by you as your Father in heaven 
the more tenderly. — William Mountford, 
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Thy lomngkindnesSy O Lord, is in the heofvens; thy faith- 
fulness reacheth unto the skies. 

Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God; thy judg- 
ments are a great deep : 

How precious is thy lovingkindnesSy O God! 

And the children of men tctke refuge under the shadow of 
thy wings, — Psalm xxxvi. 5-7. 

FATHER, in Thy mysterious presence kneeling, 
Fain would our souls feel all Thy kindling 
love ; 
For we are weak, and need some deep revealing 
Of trust and strength and calmness from above. 

Lord, we have wandered forth through doubt and 
sorrow, 

And Thou hast made each step an onward one ; 
And we will ever trust each unknown morrow,^ 

Thou wilt sustain us till its work is done. 

In the heart's depths a peace serene and holy 
Abides ; and when pain seems to have its will, 

Or we despair, O, may that peace rise slowly. 
Stronger than agony, and we be still I 

Now, Father, now, in Thy dear presence kneeling, 
Our spirits yearn to feel Thy kindling love ; 

Now make us strong, we need Thy deep revealing 
Of trust and strength and calmness from above. 

Samuel Johnson, 
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/ thought on my ways^ and turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies. 

The earthy O Lord^ is full of thy mercy: teach me thy 
statutes. Psalm cxix. 59, 64. 

GOD is known and seen and trusted by 
thousands of souls who need no other 
evidence of His being or His will than what is 
directly revealed to their hearts. There is that 
within us more sacred than cathedral altar, or 
stained window, or sacred writing. It is the soul 
itself.— i/. W. Bellows. 

Ever and anon, it may be by the death of 
those we love, or through events which bring 
with them inevitable changes of scene and en- 
gagement, we are confronted again with the 
images of the past, and in the stress of great 
emotion the incidents of vanished years long 
Tiidden from our view start into life and fresh- 
ness once again. And who does not know the 
vain regrets that here self-will forgot its tender- 
ness, and there the love of ease evaded its rightful 
burdens ; that here the grasp of duty was loose 
and fitful, and there concern for our own schemes 
absorbed all our attention, and we lost sight of 
the trusts — the happiness or the welfare of others 
— which God had confided to our care ? Even 
^o, may it not be, as we pass from life to life ? 

J, Estlin Carpenter, 
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Let us not therefore judge one another any more : but 
judge ye this rather^ that no man put a stumblingblock in 
his brother's way^ or an occasion of falling, 

Romans xiv. 13. 

Be ye therefore of sound mind^ and be sober unto prayer: 
above cUl things being fervent in your love among your- 
selves; for love covereth a multitude of sins. 

I Peter iv. 7, 8. 

FINALLY, a lesson of charity is suggested ia 
our judgment of our fellow-men, in our 
blame of their misdoings. While we ought not 
to abate our just condemnation of the misdeed, or 
withhold its just punishment, for the misdoer we 
may remember that not all the burden lies at the 
door of his conscious will. Only the Omniscient 
can tell how far he is morally guilty for wilful 
disobedience, for intended wrong, and how far 
circumstances of birth, of education, temptation, 
beyond his will and intention, have made him 
what he is. In the hands of that Perfect Justice 
we may well leave him, as we are glad at every 
moment to leave ourselves, happy in the thought 
that we cannot put forth one effort of mind, heart, 
or conscience towards truth, right, or good, but 
His inflowing Spirit works through us, inspiring 
and conspiring ; that we cannot descend into any 
hell of passion or disobedience but that He is 
there, in His retribution, to warn us back to 
life. For in help or in retribution, while we work 
out our own salvation by our own way, it is 
always God who is working in us. 

Samuel Longfellow, 
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If a man love me, he will keep my words, — JOHN xiv. 23. 

NO one can have a true idea of right until he 
does it; any genuine reverence for it, 
until he has done it often and with cost ; any 
peace ineffable in it, till he does it always and 
with alacrity. Does any one complain that the 
best affections are transient visitors with him and 
the heavenly spirit a stranger to his heart ? O 
let him not go forth, on any strained wing of 
thought, in distant quest of them ; but rather 
stay at home and set his house in the true order 
of conscience, and of their own accord the divinest 
guests will enter ; he hath ' kept the words * of 
Christ, and the * Father Himself will love him,* 
and they * will come unto him and make their 
abode with him/ — James Martineau, 

God's way is the way of justice and truth 
and love to man, and pity and righteousness, and 
that these should prevail. His way is the way in 
which we find the simple qualities of human 
nature and the common relations of men to men 
most honoured, loved, and supported, in which 
love of home, gentle society, peaceful life, freedom 
of thought and of life, and just ludgment are made 
easy and safe — not for ourselves only, but for all 
those with whom we have to do. 

Stop ford A. Brooke. 
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They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever, — Daniel xii. 3. 

THE influence of the good and holy on the 
present world is thus not limited to their 
living in it. When are they so lovely, so winning, 
so powerful to guide and quicken, as after death 
has withdrawn them from us? Then we feel 
that the seal is set upon what was made perfect 
in their souls. No more can they be sullied by 
contact with the earth. They take their place 
like stars in a region of purity and peace. They 
come to our thoughts clad in the light of celestial 
sanctity and sweetness. Shall we not follow 
them in thought to their high dwelling-place, 
and learn from them even diviner wisdom than 
they taught on earth ? — W, E. Channing, 

When I lose my way in life, and through the 
dimness of my spiritual vision know not how it 
behoves a child of God to acquit himself in this 
turmoil of strife and struggle, then, if I look up 
into the face of Jesus, I see the answer to ray 
bewilderments, and my heart goes out to the 
Brother who, of all whom I have ever known, 
lielps me the most, and leads me the truest way. 

Richard A, Armstrong. 
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Now abideth faiths hope^ love, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love, — I COR. xiii. 13. 

IT is only in contrast with no lovt, that we can 
accept any love as a good. It cannot be 
morally indifferent what the object of affection 
is. . . . The objects offered to the heart are very 
variously worthy of its attachment ; and only when 
each has its just share and place and, however 
dear, recedes before more venerable claims, can 
we cease to be among the weary and heavy-laden, 
and find the true disciple's inner rest. 

James Martineau. 

Strange to think how m^ny persons save 
their indifference for this one place that should be 
all tenderness ; how many take pains with their 
courtesy and geniality abroad, but at home glide 
into the habit of letting geniality be taken for 
granted instead of being granted. That tells in 
the course of years ; for the cold moods, the silent 
ways, the seeming harmless banterings, are the 
ways and moods that increase with the years. By 
and by, when the children are growing up and 
growng away from us, and we are growing old 
and would like kind words and looks a little more 
ourselves, we shall wish for our own sake and for 
theirs that we had done differently. 

William C. Gannett. 
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That their hearts may be comforted^ they being knit 
together in love^ and unto all riches of the full assurance 
of understandings that they may know the mystery of God, 

COLOSSIANS ii. 2. 

BROTHER, sister, your mistake is to live 
alone in a crowded world, to think of your- 
self and your own belongings, and what is the 
matter with you, and what may befall you, instead 
of trying to realize, what is the fact — that you are 
a member of a great human Society, and that your 
true interests are one with those of the world 
which will go on much the same however it fare 
with you. Live the larger life, and you will find it 
the happier. The selfish life is unnatural to man, 
and he is constrained and sad in it, just as is a 
wild animal taken from the herd in which he has 
been born and which his nature is adapted to, 
and kept in loneliness. — Charles Hargrove. 

LrvE in a thankful spirit, and you will find 
more and more to be thankful for. Begin by 
resolving not to forget your mercies and you will 
gradually come to feel the thought of them a con- 
stant inspiration of happiness. — Brooke Herford, 

Train yourself to find the good in what seems 
evil, to make of disaster an opportunity for your 
courage, to master suffering by patience, to learn 
from sorrow, sympathy. — G. 5*. Merriam, 
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Seek ye first his kingdom and his righteousness ; and 
all these things shall be added unto you, — Matt. vi. 33. 

WE may have superior science, but Jesus has 
the imperishable in religion : for he has 
shown us how Law and Love are both of them 
aspects of the same great unity : the daily sunrise 
and the sparrow's fall are alike embraced within 
one Order, of which man is part. So we will 
strive after his fundamental aim, *Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness*; with 
trembling we accept his awful law, * Be ye there- 
fore perfect even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect ' ; and we know that in these 
endeavours lies the fullest promise for the true 
progress of mankind. In working out the ideas 
of the Gospel is the surest hope for deliverance 
from worldliness, for the overcoming of evil, for 
the elevation of life. The conditions of the 
present time may be far more complex, but the 
moral problem — the problem of character — is still 
the same, and the solution cannot be different. 
The Jesus of history still holds the key for the 
welfare and the happiness of his race. 

y. Estlin Carpenter. 
That is the first help of Christ, then, to the 
individual — the awakening this spirit of more 
loving helpfulness ... * Love is the fulfilling of 
the law,' not because it stands 'instead of other 
things — truth, justice and so forth, — but because it 
leads on to these, and supplies the moral motive 
power for them. — Brooke Herford. 
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If a man say^ I love Gody and haUth his brother ^ he is 
a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seeny cannot love God whom he hath not seen. And this 
commandment have we from him^ that he who loveth God 
love his brother also,^\ JOHN iv. 20, 21. 

THERE is no life worth having which does not 
give as much as it can give. . . Pour forth all 
the colour, charm and happiness you have to all 
your friends, to your home, to your daily society, 
to the j)oor and sorrowful, the joyous and the 
prosperous. Charm the world by love. Brighten 
darkened lives, soften the rude, make a sunshine 
of peace in stormy places, cover the faults and 
follies of men with the flowers of love. Love 
others by ceasing to love yourself, and in doing so 
you will live intensely ; for you will have within 
you not only your own life, but also the lives of all 
whom you bless by love. That is the best religion, 
the life of Christ, the very life of God. 

Stopford A, Brooke, 

Must it be that we grow wise only when it is 
too late to use wisdom? that we see our 
opportunities only when it is of no use seeing 
them ? Must an angel visit us and we not know 
that such a heavenly visitant was here till we 
see the wave of his departing wing ? O let not 
this be I We can seize these opportunities if we 
are awake to the danger and the grief of letting 
them slip by. — Samuel Greg, 
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Be ye all likeminded^ compassionate^ loving as brethren^ 
tenderhearted^ humbleminded : not rendering evil for evil^ 
or reviling for reviling; but contrariwise blessing; for 
hereunto were ye called^ that ye should inherit a blessing, 

I Peter iii. 8, 9. 

A LITTLE thought will show you how vastly 
your own happiness depends on the way 
other people bear themselves toward you. The 
looks and tones at your breakfast table, the 
conduct of your fellow-workers or employers, the 
faithful or unreliable men you deal with, what 
people say to you on the street, the way your 
cook and housemaid do their work, the letters you 
get, the friends or foes you meet, — these things 
make up very much of the pleasure or misery of 
your day. Turn the idea round, and remember 
that just so much are you adding to the pleasure 
or the misery of other people's days. And this is 
the half of the matter which you can control. 
Whether any particular day shall bring to yoa 
more of happiness or of suffering is largely beyond 
your power to determine. Whether each day of 
your life shall give happiness or suffering rests 
with yourself. — George S. Merriam. 

The surest criterion of our advancing in real 
excellence and perfection of character is our 
acquiring a disposition to think less of ourselves 
and of our own happiness, and more of that of 
others. — -Joseph Priestley, 
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Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair^ and of wearing jewels of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the 
hearty in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet 
spirit^ which is in the sight of God of great price, 

I Peter iii. 3, 4. 

PRETENSION is very much in the way of 
men's doing one another all the good they 
might. There are too many who delight in gather- 
ing others around them, riot to give them 
pleasure, but to attract to themselves their obser- 
vation and their admiration; though it be only 
for the most adventitious circumstances. These 
are the sort of people whom Christ advised, when 
they made a feast, to call in the halt, the blind, 
and the beggar from the wayside, and who did not 
take his advice. He who seeks others, simply to 
show them what he himself is in talent, greatness, 
wealth, and splendour, is the proprietor of a sorry 
exhibition, as would be manifest to himself, could 
his sight be fairly turned inward on the reality. 
There doubtless are qualities which elevate their 
possessor above others ; but one characteristic of 
their possession is the absence of pretension, and 
a disposition for the fair interchange of instruction 
and enjoyment. — W, /. Fox, 

Be quiet and do your little duties. Do them 
for God, be they ever such little things, and then 
they will become great results. For every godly 
worker has God a worker together with him. 

William Mountford, 
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Herein is love made perfect with us, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment j because as he is ^ even so 
are we in this world* There is no fear in love : but per- 
Ject love casteth out fear, — I John iv. 17, 18. 

WHEN God gives us Love, He gives it for 
ever. Superficial sympathies, based on 
accident, on proximity, or common interests of the 
hour, are fugitive ; but the love which sees what 
is best in us, and cares for that, is something 
which cannot pass away. For this is like God's 
love. He is the God of the living, and loves the 
living part, the immortal part, of our nature. And 
so this human love attaches itself to the deepest, 
noblest, and best things in us, and often dis- 
covers better things in us than we know ourselves, 
and so helps us most of all. If we love that 
which is best in each other, not the fugitive though 
seducing charm, but the truth and sincerity and 
earnest feeling in each other's souls, our love to 
each other helps and does not hinder. If we vitalize 
and encourage it by conscience and faith, if we 
help each other by it nearer to truth, duty, and 
God, then our love for each other becomes im- 
mortal. This love defies accident, absence, 
change. — James Freeman Clarke, 
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Lord^ I believe^ help thou mine unbelief, — Mark ix. 24. 

HOW often in the stifling heat and press of 
life, when trivial cares rise with dry 
and dusty cloud to shut us in, do we wholly 
lose our place |in the great calm of God, and fret 
as if there were no Infinite Reason embracing the 
vortex of the world I In loneliness and exhaustion, 
when the spirits are weak and the crush of cir- 
cumstance is strong, when comrades rest and 
sleep, and we must toil and watch, when the love 
of friends grows cold, and the warm light of youth 
is quenched, and the promise of years seems 
broken, and hope has but one chapter more, — 
how little do we think, as the boughs drip sadly 
with all this night-rain, that we lodge in Eden 
still, where the voice of the Lord God rustles in 
the trees, and bespeaks the blossom and the fruit 
that can only spring from tears. — -James Martineau. 

We cannot but discover how, in our very 
griefs, there were hidden angels reaching up to 
hide, within the dark experience, some treasure of 
patience or trust we could never have possessed, 
had the angels only descended on us, and our 
life been one long joy. — Robert Colfyer, 



348 



Digitized 



by Google 



DECEMBER 14. 

And Ruth said^ Intreat me not to leave thee^ and to 
return from following after thee : for whither thou goest, 
I will go J and where thou lodges t^ I will lodge j thy 
people shall be my people^ and thy God my God: where 
thou diest^ will I die^ and there will I be buried: the Lord 
do so to me^ and more also^ if aught but death pari thee 
and m£, — RUTH i. i6, 17. 

STILL one thing remains to furnish the House 
Beautiful, the most important thing of all, 
without which guests and books and flowers and 
pictures and harmonies of colour only emphasize 
the fact that the house is not a home. I mean the 
warm light in the rooms that comes from kind 
eyes, from quick unconscious smiles, from gentle- 
ness in tones, from little unpremeditated caresses 
of manner, from habits of forethoughtfulness for 
one another, — all that happy illumination which, 
in the inside of a house, corresponds to morning 
sunlight outside falling on quiet dewy fields. It is 
an atmosphere really generated of many self- 
controls, of much forbearance, of training in self- 
sacrifice ; but by the time it reaches instinctive 
expression, these stern generators of it are hidden 
in the radiance resulting. It is like a constant 
love- song without words, whose meaning is, * We 
are glad that we are alive together,^ It is a low 
pervading music, felt, not heard, which begins 
each day with the * good morning,* and only ends 
in the dream-drowse beyond * good night.* It is 
cheer ; it is peace ; it is trust ; it is delight ; it is 
all these for, and all these in, each other. 

William C. Gannett, 
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O Lord^ thou art my God; I will exalt thee^ I will 
praise thy name j far thou hast done wonderful things ^ 
even counsels ofoldy in faithfulness and truth, 

Isaiah xxv. i. 

Great is the Lordy and highly to be praised: and his 
greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall laud 
thy works to another y and shall declare thy mighty acts. 

Psalm cxlv. 3, 4. 

HOW sweet and grateful it is to gather round 
the hearth on a stormy night, when dark- 
ness seems a tangible thing, resting heavily upon 
the ground, and pressing like a force that can 
never pass away ; and when the wind sighs and 
sweeps by, and, after sighing, shrieks like the 
voice of a world in agony, and wicked deeds seem 
more possible because of the weird wildness of 
its rushing tones. We feel the fire warmer 
and cosier because of the tempest driving the 
rain against the windows, and the laughter of our 
children rings more merrily in our ears, because 
of the contrast with the raging voice of stormy deso- 
lation. When we look upon this world as a home^ 
in which our Creator has placed us to pass our 
childhood, a kindred joy will be ours. As the 
wild blasts of strange mysteries sweep round, the 
fire of hope will burn the more brightly. In 
the midst of our cares and anxieties, we shall be 
as children gathering round the fire on a dreary 
night. Knowing our Maker's world our home, 
we shall fear no evil, for where home is, there the 
heart is satisfied and untroubled. 

Henry W. Crosskey, 
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The bhssin^ of him that was ready to perish came 
upon m£ : and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy, 

I was eyes to the blind^ and feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the needy : and the cause of him that 
I knew not I searched out, — ^JOB xxix. 13, 15, 16. 

NOT in the cells of anchorites or the joyless 
celibacy of the priest — but in the cheerful 
stir of the family life — in the generous chari- 
ties which bind neighbours and fellow-citizens 
in one wide community of interest and en- 
deavour — must we seek the discipline of that 
healthful piety which is the blessing and the 
consecration of our earthly lot. The hearty 
which glows with human charities, cannot in 
its depths be indevout. — John James Tayler, 

Nothing less than the majesty of God and 
the powers of the world to come, can main- 
tain the peace and sanctity of our homes, the 
order and serenity of our minds, the spirit 
of patience and tender mercy in our hearts. 
Then only shall we wisely economise moments 
when we anticipate for ourselves an eternity,, 
and lose no grain of wisdom, when we discern 
the glorious and immortal structure which its 
successive accumulations shall raise. Then will 
even the merest drudgery of duty cease to 
humble us, when we transfigure it by the 
glory of our own spirit. Seek ye then the 
things that are above, where your life is hid 
with Christ in God. — James Martineau. 
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/ dwell amon^ mine own people, — 1 1 KINGS iv. 13. 

HOME Stands nearer to heaven than any 
human institution, even than the sanc- 
tuary itself.— /oA« James Tayler, 

Certainly love is the force by which, and 
home the place in which, God chiefly fashions 
:souls to their fine issues. Is our mere body 
fearfully and wonderfully made ? A greater 
marvel is the human mind and heart and 
conscience. To make these, homes spring up 
the wide world over. In them strength fits 
itself to weakness, experience fits itself to 
ignorance, protection fits itself to need. They 
are life-schools in which the powers of an 
individual are successively awaked and trained 
as, year by year, he passes on through the 
differing relations of child, youth, parent, elder, 
in the circle. — William C. Gannett. 

The father and mother of an unnoticed 
family, who, in their seclusion, awaken the mind 
-of one child to the idea and love of perfect good- 
ness, who awaken in him a strength of will to 
repel all temptation, and who send him out pre- 
pared to profit by the conflicts of life, surpass 
in influence a Napoleon breaking the world to 
his sway. — W, E, Channing. 
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He was transfigured before them, — Mark ix. 2. 

THE sight of great truths and devotion to 
great causes transfigure our friendship 
and our life. Friendship is only a habit of 
being together ; love is only a fire of straw, 
flaring and falling away in a moment, unless 
its soul is some generous aim, some noble 
inspiration. But with these, when we walk 
with our friends, they are transfigured; and 
we are talking with Moses and Elias, with 
prophets and saints. Their garments are white 
as the light ; their faces shine as the sun. . . . 
what would life be without them? They en- 
courage our faith in all things good and fair, 
and open to us beforehand the portals of a higher 
world. — James Freeman Clarke, 

* What is the secret of your life ? ' asked 
Mrs. Browning of Charles Kingsley : * tell me 
that I may make mine beautiful too.' He 
replied, * / had a friend,^ The reverence this 
implies borders closely upon worship and the 
ennoblement that comes of that. What the 
dying Bunsen said, as he looked up in the 
eyes of his wife blending over him, *In thy 
face have I seen the Eternal I ' is the thought 
of many a heart before its best beloved. 

William C. Gannett. 
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Haw precious also are thy thoughts unto me^ O Godj 
How great is the sum of them I — Psalm cxxxix. 17. 

DEVOTION is a gift, an angel of God 
sent to draw us gently from ourselves, 
and lead us to Him without whom we can 
do nothing. We are not, then, confined 
¥rithin our own limits. There are things which 
are in us, but not of us. Truths dawn upon the 
soul, truths which we only insult by treating 
them as mere opinions of our own. We feel 
that they have authority over us, and have a 
right to claim our reverence and obedience. 

James Drummond, 

It depends so largely on the care we take 
of the soul whether we can feel wthin us 
and around us the stainless omnipresence of 
the Holy Spirit ; God respects our liberty as 
the condition of all true love of Him, and 
will not take away our power of resisting or 
turning from Him, that He may stamp Himself 
on us as a superscription. The kingdom of 
heaven is heart recognition, and heart obedience 
to a Father's Spirit living and ruling within our 
oym.—John Hamilton Thorn, 
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A new commandment I give untoyou^ that ye love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. — John xiii. 34, 35. 

HOW deep is your sense of the brother- 
hood of humanity ? How far do you 
deny yourself when an opportunity presents itself 
of doing good ? In what way do you make your 
choice between pleasure and duty ? A nominal 
Christian may be very un-Christian in his rela- 
tionship to his fellows. It is not the formality of 
Sunday worship which entitles him to so honour- 
able a name : the six days' business will give a 
much truer index to the character and soul of the 
man, and severely test the reality of his religion. 
If he is close-fisted and morose ; if he is un- 
charitable in his judgments of others, whose faults 
are perhaps no greater than his own ; if he grimly 
asserts his legal rights and demands his pound of 
flesh, when brotherly love should teach him to 
forbear ; if he pursues his ambition or his heaping 
up of riches without regard to the feelings or the 
struggles of those with whom he has to deal, — he 
may be a devoted supporter of the church, but he 
is no follower of Jesus. — Christopher J, Street. 
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DECEMBER 21. 

The simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ, 

II Corinthians xi. 3. 

WHAT simplifies life is to say something like 
this : * I do not pretend to know all about 
reUgion, or duty, or Christ, but I do propose to 
live along the line of life which I will call toward 
Christ. I propose to think less of what I may 
live by, and more of what I may live toward.' 
When a man makes this decision he has not, 
indeed, solved all the problems of life, but he has 
amazingly simplified them. Many things which 
had been perplexing, disturbing, confusing, now 
fall into line behind that one comprehensive 
loyalty. He has, as it were, come out of the 
woods, and found a high road. It is not all level, 
or easy ; there is many a sharp ascent in it, and 
many a shadowy valley. But at least the way is 
clear, and he knows whither it leads, and he has 
found his bearings, and he trudges along with a 
quiet mind, even though with a weary step, for he 
has emerged from the bewildering underbrush of 
life into the simplicity which is toward Christ. 

Francis G. Peabody. 

The yoke, the burden that Jesus bore, — ^what 
was it? It was sacrifice of self to others so 
unreserved that it became most joyful. 

G. S. Merriam. 
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// ts God, thai said^ Light shall shine out of darkness^ 
who shifted in our hearts^ to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

II Cor. iv. 6. 

CHRIST comes only to the want of the souL 
We shall know him, love him, feel his 
saving power, the glory and the blessedness of 
his birth in our souls, only when we heartily 
desire him ; when all we have seems poor ; and 
all we are, weak ; and all we hope, uncertain and 
uninviting. Then, when with eager expectation, 
with sincere longing, with soul-wrung desire we 
wait for him, he will come in the sweetness and 
beauty of his innocency, — ay, in the power and 
plenitude of his truth. — H, W, Bellows. 

It is true that we need help in following the 
religious life, and that under the consciousness of 
sin and in our thirst for God we turn instinctively 
to nobler spirits than our own, and seek their aid 
and guidance. It is here that Christ, whose in- 
fluence with more or less fulness is perpetuated in 
Christian institutions, comes to our relief. He is a 
mediator, not in the sense of interposing between 
us and God, but as showing us the Father, and 
leading us, too, into the sanctuary, whefe we may 
worship and listen for ourselves. 

James Drummond. 
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As many as touched kim were made whole, 

Matthew xiv. 36. 

IT is the grace that is in another that first stirs 
our sense of moral beauty, the holiness that 
is in another that awakens reverence, the dignity 
and sweetness and might of gentleness in another 
that chastens the natural passions, makes us feel 
the power that lies in forbearance, and trans- 
figures our whole type of spiritual greatness. 

George Brown, 

In the retreats of every heart there is one 
holiest district, inclosing a chapel wherein the 
crucified receives a devotion that we accord to 
no other name. And by this secret reverence, 
this personal and unspoken love, we are called 
upon to make that name the highest name in 
daily practice, to walk through our duties, to live 
in our homes, to feel toward God, to go out 
among the thick miseries of the world obedient 
to our inmost loyalty, proclaiming that name as 
highest in our temper and integrity, our piety, 
our gratitude, our denial of passion and selfish- 
ness, our scattered charities and radiant love. 
That is the way to honour the nativity, that is 
the way to have a constant Christmas in the soul. 

Thomas Starr Ktng. 



35« 



Digitized 



by Google 



DECEMBER 24. 



Thy kingdom come.—MAmn-EW vi. lo. 

THE song of angels, * On Earth Peace 1 ' will 
not always sound as fiction. Oh, come, 
thou Kingdom of Heaven, for which we daily 
pray I Come, Friend and Saviour of the race, 
who didst shed thy blood on the cross to 
reconcile man to man, and earth to Heaven I 
Come, ye predicted ages of righteousness and- 
love, for which the faithful have so long 
yearned 1 . Come, Father Almighty, and crown 
with Thine omnipotence the humble strivings of 
Thy children to subvert oppression and wrong, 
to spread light and freedom, peace and joy, the 
truth and spirit of Thy Son, through the whole 
earth I — TV, E. Channing, 

The child of God does not look backward to 
gain fresh energy. His energy is the energy of 
hope, and not of retrospection. He presses for- 
ward ; his glance is ever onward. He anticipates 
revelations of God ever more and more glorious, 
consecrated hours of deeper and deeper joy, till, 
at last, the hour of death baptize him into perfect 
life, and consecrate him to be a partaker of that 
ampler and mightier work which God accomplishes 
for ever, in love and righteousness, upon His 
spiritual universe. — Stopford A, Brooke, 
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Glory to God in the highest^ and on earth peace. 

Luke ii. 14. 

IT came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold ; 
* Peace to the earth, goodwill to men 

From Heaven's all-gracious King I * — 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled. 
And still their heavenly music floats 

O'er all the weary world ; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel-sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

The world has suffered long ; 
Beneath the angels' strain have rolled 

Two thousand years of wrong. 
And man, at war with man, hears not 

The love-song which they bring ; — 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife. 

And hear the angels sing. 

Edmund HamtUon Sears. 
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/ remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; 

I muse on the work of thy hands, 

I stretch forth my hands unto thee, — PSALM cxliii. 5, 6. 

GREAT and manifold truly are the uses of 
memory I In its quiet chambers, I do not 
think we ever listen in vain for more than we have 
heard amidst the tumult of the world. Memory 
is not a mere storehouse for dead things ; for in 
it many old things become new. It is a place of 
instruction in which we earn some of the chief 
lessons of life, — a confessional in which we have 
much to deplore and much good counsel to 
receive, — a sanctuary in which to sing hjrmns of 
gratitude and praise which had been left unsung, — 
a place of healing and rest for the broken spirit, — 
a place of blessed fellowship with beloved ones 
whom we can meet nowhere else in all that re- 
mains to us of time, — 2l place in the peaceful and 
silent retirement of which, after the wind and the 
earthquake and the fire, there comes to us the 
* still, small voice.' * I will remember the years of 
the right hand of the Most High : surely I will 
remember His wonders of old.' — Thomas Sadler, 
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/ will extol tkUy my Gody O King; 

And I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

Psalm cxlv. i. 

IT is not that any work or interest of Earth is 
to grow pale, and look insignificant, in our 
anticipations of death and heaven. On the con- 
trary, we have no heavenly life in us, nor fitness 
for it, unless it gives meaning, richness, glory, 
and the joy of promise to the earth. Only 
through our connections with the eternal, can we 
value aright the fleeting moments of this world. 
But, if to live is to be under the culture of God for 
higher life, and to die is to gain that life, then we 
would spend the time of our preparation not as in a 
condemned cell, but as in the ante-chamber of the 
eternal home, as within sight of the glad and awful 
brightness, within hearing of the sweet and solemn 
music, — if not in full fruition, yet in faith, hope, 
and loving expectation, not without a vision of 
angel faces, — ^in righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Spirit, as those who have experienced 
something of what it is to have the Father and the 
Son abiding with them, to whom eternal life, not 
altogether unknown, already planted, and rooted, 
and bearing fruit, has only to be transfigured in 
the beatific Presence, when the earthly tent-house 
of these pilgrim days shall be exchanged for the 
building of God, the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.— /oAn Hamilton Thorn. 
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/ will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: 
With my mouth Tvill I make known thy faithfulness to all 
generations, — Psalm Ixxxix. i. 

DEATH is the reminder we sorely need that 
this world of the senses is not all our 
life, — that there are realities beyond sight and 
hearing ; — nay, that these unseen, unheard things 
are the more real because they are not temporal, 
ever changing from one state to another, but are 
eternal, abiding always the same. 

Charles Hargrove, 

In the trembling of age and the stealthy 
approaches of the last sleep, the dear presence of 
an Almighty Guardian, to whom age is as child- 
hood and who unites the future with the past, fills 
the deepening shadows with a mild and holy light. 
Let Him only be near ; and the obscuring veil of 
mortal ill that sometimes seems to shut us in, and 
tempts us to believe in nothing but the sad rain, 
is soon withdrawn, like the cloud lifting itself 
from out the glen ; and the sunshine first glorifies, 
then dissipates the haze : leaving the mountain 
range of immovable goodness and beauty clear 
against the everlasting sky. So pass the storms 
away, so deepens the heavenly view, to the soul 
that will *rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him.' — James Martineau, 
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy 

endurethfor ever. 
He satisfieth the longing^ soul, and the hungry soul he 

filleth with good,^FSAhU cvii. i, 9. 

WE see here only as in a mirror, darkly ; we 
trace here only a very little section of 
God's vast plan. But let us walk in faith, nothing 
doubting. Men go and come, generations rise 
and pass away, nations are born and perish, but 
faith and hope and love endure unto the end ; and 
it is through the faith and hope of those who love 
God and love each other that the kingdom of 
heaven, coming not with observation, but in the 
power and sweetness of the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
draws nearer and nearer, year by year, and day 
by day. — IV. M. Ainsworth, 

Our labours are ended. The bustle of life has 
gone by. The distracting glare of the day has 
vanished. The darkness which surrounds us 
favours seriousness, composure, and solemnity. 
At night the earth fades from our sight, and 
nothing of creation is left us but the starry 
heavens, so vast, so magnificent, so serene, as if 
to guide our thoughts above all earthly things to 
God and immortality. — W. E. Channing. 
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They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run^ and not be weary; they shall walky and 
not faint.^lSAlAH xl. 31. 

AS we mount, new meanings flash upon our 
L past, and new energies are called forth for 
the future. The high desire of knowledge that 
cannot bear to leave its problems unsolved ; the 
creative power of imagination shaping forth new 
forms of loveliness with inexhaustive variety ; the 
passionate longing for the Hberation of man from 
ignorance and error ; the illimitable yearning for 
a share of his redemption from sin ; the joy in 
wonder, reverence, humility, as far-off visions of 
God's thought and love, His beauty and righteous- 
ness, dawn brighter and clearer on our sight, — 
who can bt weary of these things ? Who can 
shrink from their summons to perpetual endeavour, 
who turn aside from the gracious invitation which 
they bring from the Father of our spirits ? Who 
will not pray, if prayer for such a boon be lawful, 
that the mysterious teacher whom we call Death, 
may whisper to us, like him of old, * I am come 
that ye may have life, and may have it abun- 
dantly ' ?— :/. Estlin Carpenter. 
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Lord^ thou Juist been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth^ 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the worlds 
Even from everlasting to everlastings thou art God. 

Psalm xc. i, 2. 

IF the very law of life is a law of change ; if 
every blossom of beauty has its root in fallen 
leaves ; if love, and thought, and hope would faint 
beneath too constant light, and need for their 
freshening the darkness and the dews ; if it is in 
losing the transient that we gain the eternal ; then 
let us shrink no more from sorrow, and sigh no 
more for rest ; but have a genial welcome for 
vicissitude, and make quiet friends with loss and 
death. Through storm and calm, fresh be our 
courage and quiet our eye, for the various ser- 
vice that may await us. . . . And then, when 
for us, too, death closes the great series of mortal 
changes, the past will lie behind us green and 
sweet as Eden, and the future before us in the 
light of eternal peace. Tranquil and fearless we 
shall resign ourselves to God, to conduct us 
through that ancient and invisible way, which has 
been sanctified by the feet of all the faithful, and 
illuminated by the passage of the Man of griefs. 

James Martineau. 
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The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him^ and his righteousness unto 
children's children, — PSALM ciii. 17. 

The eternal God is thy refuge^ and underneath are the 
everlasting arms, — DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 27. 

Bless the Lord^ ye angels of his : ye mighty in strength^ 

that fulfil his word^ hearkening unto the voice of his 

word. 
Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that 

do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, all ye his works, in all places of his 

dominion : 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, — Psalm ciii. 20-22. 
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